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BIRTHS. 
On January 21st, at Shanghai, the wife of Ev. 
Hanae, I. M. Customs. of a son. 
©On January 22nd, at Chungking, the wife of 
Joun Srenwouar, of a son. 
On the 20th January at ‘Tjibatoe,” Peak, the 
wife of BR. Brescuopr, of a son. 


MARRIAGE. 


On January 21st, at. Shanghai, the Rev. Joun 


CHagtes Mavwn, c.u 8. Kumamoto, Japan, to 
Attics Erne Macuoure. 
—— 
DEATHS. 


On January 19th, at Vancouver, B.C., Mrs. W: 
H. Woop, mother of Mrs. Clifford C. A. Warn, of 
Shanghai, 

On January 18th, at Shanghai, J. C. CHaves: 
aged 38 years. 

On January 19th, at Shanghai, Evizaseru 
Diag, widow of the late E, 8. Ottoway of Chefoo, 
aged 60 years. 

On January 23rd, at Shanghai. Mrs. Rozauta 
P. Ricer & Bemeptos (widcw of the late Mr. S. 
B, Bemepios), 


AGRADECIMENTO. 


Ernesto E. pa Sitva, Exmevinva M. 5. Mar- 
ques, ApRIANO H. M. pa Sitva kz ANDRE M.C. pa 
Srtiva agradecem por este meio a todas as pessdas 
que tomaram parte no funeral da sua extremosa 
m&e, VICENTA 8. Ci{RNEIRO DA SILVA (em 
Macao), bem como a todos que assistiram as 
Exequias em Hongkong, das manifestacdes de con- 
dolencia que?receberam, ¢ muito particularmente 
ao facultative Sr. Dr Expectacio d’Almeida, pelo 
rou infatigavel zelo com que tratou sextincta.— A 
tofos oa seus profundes reconhecimentos, 
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ARRIVAL OF MAILS. 


| The German Mail of January 3rd arrived, per 
the aa, Ale'st, on Saturday, the ist instant: 
and tha French Mail of Jenuarv 3rd ia exp. 
peoted to arrive, per the as. Ernest Simona, 
some time to day, 


FAR FASTERN NEWS. 


On November 3\th 1907, the Colony’- 
liabilili g amountad to $823.91994 whila the 
resets stood at $',317,299664. Thar* ia there- 
fora a b lance of assets over liabilifiss of 
$1 493,376.70 


The total receipts into the Treasury hatween | 


January Ist ani Novemb>r 3 th, 1997 were 
$13, 202.839.12. while the payment: out amonnt. 
ed to $13.293,4°6.83. Tavments ont therefore 
exceed reoceis ts b - $91,656.71. 

Subject to aadit, the Directors of tha Hovg- 
kong. Canton and Macao Steambnat. Co, Ltd. 
will pay a di idend -f $1.25, write off steamers 
and properties $28 650 transfor to Depreciation 
and Tosnranoea Fund $250%), placa to Sproial 
Repairs Faad $21."00, and oarry the balance of 
$16.437.0] forward. 


A Daily [Press telegram dated Peking, 
January 27th said:—~An Imperial Fdiot 
pub'isbed {o-dsy grants Sir Robert Hart, 


Inspector General of the Custame, long leave, 
with the rank of a Roard President. Sir ”. BK. 
Bredon is appointed to succeed him, with fhe 
rank of a Lientenant-Govarnor. [ Vide aditorial. | 

A Daily Press talegram dated Shanghai, 
January 2 ‘th said :—Pirates, about ona hucdred 
strong, held the river nei Kashing y-starday 
morning and summoned a Hangchow boat train 
bound for Shanghai to stop. The flotilla 
refased and the pirates fi ed a volley into thm, 
killiog three and wounding reveu. Later iu 
the same watera forty boaig pirated {wo 
launches killing one of the orew and wounding 
twa, all Chineaa, They also succeeded ia claar- 
ing considerable broty. Troops hare 
been despatched fo the soane of the oatrage. 

At the annual maating of geat-holdars and 
subscrib+rs of St. “nirew's Ciurch, Kowloon, 
held on Janaary 29'h the Peavy, A. J. S3t:vans, 
(Chaplain) presid d. Tha acoouats ware pre- 
seniad by Capt. Fielder and showed that the 
reaaipts totalled §2,8'( 33 and the arprndi‘are 


| to $624.33 leaving a bilanos of $185.5", Spacial 
' mention was mide »t (he meeting of the efforts 
| and gifts o° the retiring vestry, Sir Paal Chater, 


' Mr. Mody, “A.H.H." and a few friends whose do- 
nationsor snbccriptions ware in anticip ition of or 
in reaponse to the appaal for a Suctenation Fuad 


| Sir Paul Chater wax unanimously re-elected hon. . 


auditor aod the ratiring Vestry, Capt. Fielder. 
Messrs Fvag aod Packham were also re-elected. 
Th- Chairmam af er thanking the hon, aaditor 
ard the Vastry for (heir pat services, sugges -1 
that tha Vastery «hoald maka avery effort, with 
Liaself, fo raise 84.000 or $5,90 daring 1903 
to meet needs arisinz. Thanks wera given tc 
Miss Rook for her cervices as organist and to 
others who had agsisted in various ways. 


since 


| A Daily Presa telegram dated Tokyo, Jan 

28th said —Small-pox rages still somber tive y 
anchecked, and the United States’ Healt 
Officer at Yokohama has not fled that the port 
has been declared infected, and that, as 4 
consequence, all passevgers to the United Statss 
must be vaccinated. 

Returaiog to his ship, the s.s. “ Ying King,” 
early after a brief absence, Cantela Page 
;found that his cabin had been entered and 
oextain arms and ammunition removed. He 
‘reported the matter to the police and detectives 
Nwere promptly set to work. After an exhanstive 
‘search of the vessel the missing arms were 
: found concealed in one of the lifeboats. Now i¢ 
became know. that on tha trip to Caaton 

the ‘ Yiog King” was carrying a large quantity 
‘of silver, and it ie surmised that this information 
‘was conveyed to Chinese pirates who wore to 
: board the ship as p ssengere, bold the crew up 
‘while at sea, and make off with the money. 
' After this discovery the Canton steamer left 
! Hongkong with an adeqaste grard on bu rd 
, to oope with msr uders and arrived safely at 
_Caaton. 

Travelling the ordinary road, wo manages as 
arule to avoid kicking against a stone. When, 
as last week, the journalistic journey winds 
through a stony desert, the pxth beset “ with 
_ pitfall and with gin” there is nothing for it bat 
“to hurry on and trast to the protection of oor 

sandals. We are sorry to learn that we have 
,marred some of the Governor's educational 
' speeches by blanders, His Excellency referred 
'to “Public school form” as aa tmpalpable 
j thing, not implacable, (We regard it as a 

rather happy error, that.] At the Diocesan 
' Boys’ school, His Exoellenoy quoted a reference 
‘to Chang Chih-tang beseeching hia readers to 

“put aside th ir wang and Aeu,” and wo printed 
‘the last word ‘ queue.” Weare now iaformed 
-that ia the book referred to, Kew was the 
' gpalling, and the word is translated “ slipshod 
| drifting habit of dependiag upon mere fortaity 
| for succes.” Thus itis not to be understood 
‘that the Viosroy recommended the severance of 
| pigtai's, bat the abandonment of the habit of 
'“trogtiog to luck.” {Vide editorial. } 
| Haiphong is in the throes of a great agitation, 
1A Freoch firm of barbars, the only lioanced 
, barbers in the town, have petitioned the Mayor 
and Council to pat down competition by ua- 
l‘cansed barbers. This cimpatitioa, they say, 
uot oaly prajadicially aff cts them, bat fuvolves 
a logs of ravance tothecity. Ia the presence of 
‘ such grave news as the los of important revenue 
" to the town, a reporter sought an interview with 
‘the patitionars, Oae of tham r-ouled the fact 
that at tha tim: of the conqaast of Aanam tha 
Aanamites hed not been initiated in “ the art of 
Figaro.” “To-day they acu oustiog us,” he 
said, “and there is one of the o usequences 
of civilisation snd assimil.tioa ! ( the 
Government would not intervene,” he sdded 
sorrowfully, ‘they would ba obliged to close the 
shop and retarn to France.” The controller of | 
tax«, it was arged, did not p-otect the laterests 
of the town: he needed a serious sham 


ag. 
Roe high fanection was shaved by eo 
Annamite at his house —“ above all, at our house, 


at the Residence.” The interviewer aske what 

the Mayor will do, and whethe. the Councillors 

will this tire remeia {adifforenut ? Would ¢ 

not mbilise the satire polics force to flad thoas 

who sre shaving withoat having a licence to Ao 

so. Aed in this event the Mayor sad Cona- 
| cillors ar- strongly urged to form 


into @ special brigade. 


a 
ee 


"0 THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


AN INCOHERENS EXPOSITION. 


et eee 
(Daily Press, January 24th.) 
Well, we bave had the precious lecture.}to their folly? The.e were ecores of 
It was distinctly disnppoiuting. We were} passages in the lecture ‘litt only neal to 
assured that the attention of the lecturer | be arrang-d in pairs to stow their s If- 
would be called to the issue raised, to the } evident absurdity; that is, if | gie counts 
only issue that (he Hongkong publ-c cares. for auvthinu, and these peop'e persist in 


anything about—namely, how far the ' prating of logic. 


We regret, however, that 
meddling of theee foolish i ee with sick | we have had to wasta time on the'r intel- 
rersons could be justified 


The issue, that very plain and most import. | Nothing was siid to the print; there was 


ant issue, has been ignored. «More, we lave | no attempt at substantiation of the local 


no hesitation in saying it has been deli- {claims to cure real o-ganic diseases. 
terately evaded. Our corresponder ts, all 


(8) but thera cann t be evil, &. &. 


Only 
this—that disease does not exist, organa do 
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cause is evil—(7) therefore there is evil— | source. Several of His Excellency's ques- 


tions were suggestive, implicatory, but no 


But why shoul:! fools ‘:: answered accurding | one, oa the Committee or off it, will deay 


that so much was unavoidable. 
Tbe first enclosure in the Report iss 
suggestion by Mr. Mamsrreco, as followe;— 
1. That either the Government or the Banks 
iseas fractional no‘es of diffsrent sisse for 59, 
20. 10, and 5 cents in eafflcient qaantity for the 


, Teqairements of the C lony. Sach notes to be 


y their expert. { lectual divagations, which lead nowhere, ‘ Legal tender tor any amoant, 


2 That a proclamation be mae that from a 
certain fixed date no subsidisry onios of say 
kiad oan be accepted in the Government off ss, 


all foreign enterprices issuing similar notice. 


3. That the Government when thet date ex- 


practical minded people, thiefly put plain / net exist, even the individual miid des: tag aodertake to reparchase for melting 


questions of obvious importance, capable, if | not exist. In short, man do a not exist. 


there had been an iota uf reason or metho! in 
the madness of the “Christian Scientiate,” 
of simple answers. Instead we have b en 
trented toa farrago of ncnsense, s hatcb- 
potch of contradictory and mutually 
exclusive statements, that would condemn 
ary man brought before a Conniesion in 
Lunacy. We have net even been told what 
“Christian Science"’ is, unle-s we counta 
tteady flow of dozmatic repetitions of the 
mere assertion that this unexpoundrd t' eory 
is the absolute and final truth. We could 
argue that way without much effort, and 
assert (as we do) that it is abeo'ute and 
final gibberish, untrue in its lucid intervals, 
avd meaninglets betweea. Much waa made 
of the point that while i's statements are 
logically true, no one is asked to accept 
them; no converts are sought. Then what 
was the lecture for? A lecturer who writes 
“949=—4" on a blackboard either seeks 
converts or he wastes | is time: when, nr in 
this instance, his formula is “2+2=0,” he 
certainly wastes it. We went to hear an 
expert “ scientifically prove and practically 
demonstrate ” something ; all he did was to 
claim that it could be done. He did't try 
todo it, Instead, he fobted us off wth 
futile words like these :—‘“ Whit matters it, 
whether we believe that ohe-half times one- 
balf is one-fourth? If we reject it, does that 
prove it falee?—or if we accept it, does 
that make it truer’ Our answer is a 
Most willing negative. These people tell us 
that half of half is nothing, and the fact 
that they all accept it does not make it 
true. We reject their mischievous drivel— 
mischievous, be it remembered, in what it 
Jeade to—and they say, “ But it is true for 
all that.” They “reject all that is unlike 
the one perfect, abeolute, and only Good,” 
that is, they reject diseage und pa‘n, deny 
ita presence in the world, and we answer it. 
their own way, “But it is there for all 
that.” The fact is that ‘“ Christian Science " 
has fallen foul of the same puzzle that 
prodaced Manicheism, that made manv 
tribes besides the Pir-ians decide thire 
must be two deities, one good, one evil. one 
benignant, one malignant. The Mauichiwan 
gays “the good creator could not create evil ; 
evil is ; therefore there must lave been also 
a creator ofevil.”  Thit, to ray the lesst, is 
& solution more intelligible and intelligent 
than thia Christian Science formula, ‘“ evi! 
cannot be, therefore evil is not.’ Trey 
prate of metaphysics, but no person who 
can swallow their doctrines has suftici- nt 
brain power to grasp much less subtle 
matters. This is au unkind assertion, so wa 
hasten to justily it in their own style, with 
the formula, “they cannot have, therefore 
they have not.” If they had, they would 
aa their regressus ad infinitum, in this 
simple progression of id:ax: “ (1) ‘There 
cannot evil—(2) there is no evil—(3) 
what mortals call evil is an illusion of the 
mind— (4) nevertheless an evil illusion of the 
niod has evil effects upon it—(5) an evil 
effect must have an evil cause—(6) an evil 


sp i a — en 


therefore all the allegati nsagain-t them of 
ignominicus failures to cure were wreng 
Patients who never existed certiialy cinrot 
be said ta@have died on their hands What 
we now te for is that some noc-existen’ 
healer ofsnon-exristeat di-eas: uay one day 
be arrested by an unreal polica offic +r, sen- 
tenced by an ilugionary judge for ma‘ 
slaughter toa long term en real bread avd 
water. If we have seemed ta write too 
strongly, may we not peal the ‘nflueace 
of the sad cazea lately brought to our notice - 
Pnin is very real to us, and the thouzht of 
the little girl at Manchester, the sad case 
outlined by Mr. May, and others, put. usin 
the mood to h-lieve that there is indeed | 
much real evil in the cosmos. Charlatans ° 
aud tieir dupes simply add ty the hep 


{ 
{ 


HONGKONG SUBSIDIARY 
COINAGE, 


(Daily Presa, Jsmuary 25th.) 


| Colony mach of the 
- maioland aod wil 


Government offices and Banka should 
troyed and new ones iesaed in their stead. 


ongkoog subsidiary coinage at sah premium - 
over ite intrinsic value as the Colooy astimates 
it canafford. It ia believed thet this will have 
the effect of qradually drawing back to the 
onial cola on the nserer 
have « tendency lo farther 
depreciste the (‘antor coins which; suffering 
andar so many disabilitiaa, will be likaly to leave 
tha Colony. ‘noa the trams: f{:rries, eam- 
pus, obaire, rickshas aod the ace? shops 
generally iosiat on all payments being ia notes, 
the debisad Centon carrensy will at once 
relegat~i to the emall Chines: shops and svea 
from them would probably in time disappear, 

The inconrenienc: of the very emall notes is 
a-cnowledged, but Japan has or bad then to as 
low a valaaas 10 sen. To obviate this in some 
dagree the 5 cent notes might be made very 
thin and ba bound ia little books of 20 lice the 
rickehe tickets in Shinghai. After being tora 
ont, however, tha looss ona: should be redeem- 
ab'e at once at eome special offloa. Arrange- 
meats should also be mads that all dirty and 
ragged fractioual ootes passing thro tn 
» daes- 


The argument that the Govarnment is to 


blama for the excessive juas of sab iliry 


The committee on subsuliary coinaga be- | goinage and cannot therefore in jastice demous- 


gan their lahcurs with the assis‘ance of an 


the Governcr. Sir Frepericn. Luaarp 
pointed out that they were not only to 
advise the Government as to remedial 
measures, but naleo to weed out the many 
impracticable proposals which had been 


obviously able minute by His peed 


piled up during the public discussi im of the impossible to keep in Hongkoa 
It does happen that there are as | subsidiary coinage for local nse, an 


suliject. 


tizs ite issue exo-pt by calling it {a at par will 
nit hold wcter. 


It implies that the Government 
knowingly and for the sike of profit Looded 
Hongkong and tha msiilind with sabsidiary 
coinage, bat this ws not the ose, To ths 
writer's owa knowledge, and the fact will bs 
borne out by the Treasury archivs, before the 
opening of the Chinese mints it was found 

safflc ient 
athe Home 


many peopl willing to show how to adjust | Governm nt gradgingly eupplied perhaps a 


the subsidiary coinage difficulties as there 
are people ready ‘o alvise how to cure a cold 
in the bead, and eich tecommendati n, in 
the mind of itamak r, is the ec rrect and 
best. Verycleaily His Excellency summed 
up the mors sa‘ient of the-e. T. e attention 
of the Cou:mitice was drawn to the question 
whether the withdr. wil of the excess Hong- 
kong subsidiery would or would not injure 
trade while bencfit ng revenue; whether a 
Government guarantee of the face value of 
itg own is ue woullor would rot make its 
subaidiary oust the do'lar as sole curreucy, 
and whether such a piedge could be given 
secing thit there are insufficient funda to 


quarter of the amounts indented for, so that the 
Colony was alwaya on short commons, whioh the 
abl o greatly resented. The ports of Shanghai, 
Foodhow, Amy, Swatow and many others 
would bh ve taken eoormous qusnti'i-va of the 
coinage if the Banks could have obt ined them 
from the Treasury. They met a very obvious 
want io China, which should have been aE ee 
long ago by that country. It is es imated that 
some 43 million dollars worth of coius were 
issued, bat it muat be remembered that those are 
scattered over many thousands of sqiare miles, 
and the writer does not believe that one-tenth 
of that amount will ever return to Hongkong 
‘evan though a good premium wore offered for 
them. 


Without wishing to be dogmatic, we have 


back it; whether there is morally such an ' a right to express our opinion that to us the 
obligation ou the G svernment seeing that it | suggested issue of fractional axes appears 


imported and i-sied these coius only in] an unthinkable one. 


Japin may have tried 


ace rdance with the demand for them; | it, but, we believe, was not long in aban lon- 


whether the issue of subsidiary paper money ; ing it. 


We would be glad to see Shanghai's 


was feasible and-or desirable ; whether alien | system of ricsha tickets adopted for ricshas, 
coius could b: prehibited, as at Singapore, | chairs, and trams; it works well at the 
without disl cating trade with China; and | northern port; but illogical ag it may 
soon. Hig Kxcel!eucy ‘“c refully avoided” | appeir, we do not like the idea of extendin 
the expression of his own views, and aime! | it over other general purposes. If there h 
at a concise presentation cf a few of the; been any advantage to be gained thereby, 
local theories advanced, t» elicit the views | Shanghai would doubtless have seen it and 
of “so representative a body cf public and j s-ized it. The argument that Mr. Mans- 
expert opin‘on,” and so to end the in-| prrip says will not hold water holds a good 
terminab’e coutroversy. It miy be admitte-] | deal. Numerous visitors to Hongkong con- 
at once that the aim succe ded; but the | tinue to express amazement at the discovery 
| whole rubject, not being of the natuce of an: that a coin bearing the King’s effigy and 
exact acience, incites to dogmatism, and tue; the words “tea cents” is not wort tea 
various members were temp‘ed t+ demoliss | cents, seeing that pennies and sixpences 
every fallacy tuey individually thought they | are always redeemable, eveu in quantities, 
detected, without enquiring closely into its at their value, The Government may 
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certainly be held blameworthy, (i.e. re 
sponsible) for the excessive issue of the past 
without implying that it knowingly and 
deliberately issued in such excess for profit. 
It is admitted that such implication is un- 
warranted, but whether the thing was done 
in ighorance or short-sightedness or hows0- 
ever, the moral responsihility remains. A 
British subject expects a British promise to 
pay (which is what the King’s head implies) 
always to hold good, and it is his ambition 
to see the whole world sharing his faith in 
that idea. Unhappily, circumstances at 
Hongkong have arisen in which that now 
appears impossible; there are honest but 
unfortunate haokrupts, and we will not. 
deny the local Government that status. We 
male these c:mments because the argument 
attacked by Mr. MansrrELp happens to 
have been our own, and we certa‘nly never 
entertained the suspicion vhich he claims 
to be an integral part of the argument. So 
far, eo gocd, but we are not much ¥ for- 
rader"’ toward practical issues. Neither 
can the Commitice be said to be. Four 
members sign one report; three another: 
(we reproduce both iu another column) and 
in transmitting them to Government, Mr. 
THomMson indicates that further delibera- 
tions ‘could only have meant.an interminable 
controversy, The Jury disagrecs, 89 at 
present there can be no verdict. 


MATTER OF “FOR.” 
EN) aegis 
(Daily Press, January 27th.) 

A bygone English writer complained that 
“though an angel should write, still ’tis 
devils must print,” and in these dars of 
rapid journalism, many a public speaker, 
be he never so careful and precise in his 
choice of words, h»s to endure the morti- 
fication of seeing the children of bis brain 
mishandled by that overworked accoucheur, 
the reporter, or by that monthly nurse, the 
proot-reader. It is not always that the 
orator profite by the blunders of his inter- 
preters, as we are fain to think his Ex- 
cellency the Governor has just done. Sir 
Feeperick Jucarp probably sill not 
agree with us, but when we inadvertently 
misreported his reference to that “ im- 
palpable’ thing spoken of at School as 
“form,” and made him call it “implacable,” 
we are not submitting vain excuses when we 
claim that we thereby gilded the golden 
speech, We have not Icst our loathing vet 
for the pedagogic unction with which boys 
are sometimes tol! that sclivol is an epitome 
of the world, but we hve ascertained the 
fact, and can admit it without unctuous 
satisfaction. In schol and out of it, in 
extreme youth and in the subsequent half. 
dozen ages, that impaljable thing “form” 
is also one of the most implacable furces of 
society. Britous of all sorts and conditions, 
whether at Public School or Board School, 
in Society or only ambitious to be, thoug's 
they all tuke jov in singing that they never, 
never, never shall be slaves, are all subject 
to the tyranny of “ form,” however various- 
ly it may be named. We are not saying 
that it iz altogether a bad thing, though we 
would like to see it less implacable. It was 
this very “form” which wade Lieut. 
Woops recently resign bis commission in 
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sons. If the new boy makes his appeirance 
in the realm of “form” wearing tone 
garment fancied by a fondly foolish mother, 
but too individual for the taste of his new 
environment, it is implacable “ form” that. 
tears it from hem to collar, or bespat'ers it 
with ink. In China we have a nation 
peculiarly slavish under this implacable 
| thing. That Europeans have h-en raved 
from the atagnating uniformity of the 
| Chinese civilization is largely dus to their 
wholesoine Jeaven of rebels against “ form.” 
They cannot claim any mental superiority, 
any racial advantage, other than their 
blessed diversity of character and culture. 
‘Britons never, never——.” We have to 
thank those singers who were shrewd 
enough, or cantankerous enough, to see that 
the “ nevers’ of their protestation involved 
a deliberate flouting of “form.” Empty as 
they are, the churches would have been 
emptier still bad it. not been for “ form.” 
Far advanced as science is, it might have 
projected the pier of knowledge further still, 
if int Ilect had always bean as sturdy a 
rebel against “ form” as it has grown to he. 
Mrut feared once that “f rm" wag master- 
ing the race; he complainel that Britons 
were all reading the sama things, l'stening 
to the same things, going to the same places, 
sharing the same hopes aud fears—trivial 
hopes and fears — and uniting in the same 
demand fir tha mischievous illusion of 
“form that insists upon uniformity as the 
chief nim and end. But implacable as it is, 
| “form "is happily ta great extent futile. 
, [tg antithesis may be carried to excess some- 
; times, and in such cases we can sympathise 
; When men, as did His Excel'ancy, put ina 
friendly word for the chastening influence of 
‘“forin.” Taking Sic Frepericx Tuaarn's 
reference with its context, we find, how- 
ever, that if was not “form” he was think- 
ing of, but “esprit de corps,” a respectable 
cousin of “form,” but by no meang the 
same. The force with the French name (for 
which it is to be regrett-d we have no exact 
idiomatic English equivalent) is a noble 
leader, a worshipful captain, whom it is exay 
_ and pleasant to follow; “ form,” whether in 
Public School or public life, is too often a 
harsh tyrant, driving with whips and scor- 
pions, “ Form,” implacable impalpable 
“f rm,” made charred corpses of nonconform- 
ists; “form ”’ is the coll ctive opinion of the 
majority, often right-—for “ bat form” oftet 
(18 wanting in consideration for the public 
weal —hut often wrong,—as when it meddles 
with individual e¢mduct that affects only 
the iuterests of the individual. We were 
able, in weighing the individual case of 
Lieut. Woons, to decide that in his circum- 
s:ances, presumably working less for his awn 
ipteres!s than for tbe good of the army of 
which he formed apart, he was misdirected. 
There was an aspect of “implacable form ” 
about those who dealt with him, but a little 
“esprit de corps” in his owu make-up 
would have aived him. Every man his a 
duty to himself, but be also ‘has, unless he 
; be a volunt rv and avawe] Crusoe, a duty 
to others. The “form” that is go im- 
placthle too often exaggerates the se.pe of 
the latter and ignores the former, Even 
Mitt, that sulttl: thinker on the social 
jrelstions, erred, in cur opinion, when be 


71 


| him uncomfortable, to exercise the tyranny 
of implacable “form, Fear of such ex- 
pressions makes the average person conform 
1 in unimportant details of life and conduct 
| in which he may he inclined to deviate; 
i makes him, for instance, buy clothes he 
| cannot afford, or abstain from business 
‘helpful to himself that could not injure 
any other. Implacable ‘ form,” finally, 
encourages the worst kinds of proselytism, 
with no higher motive, it is to be feared, 
; than that of the foxin the fable, who, having 
lost his tail, tried to persuade his fellows to 
discard theirs. At school and intife, it so 
| happens that the tail!ess foxes constitute the 
majority. They cling to the limitations 
imposed by “implacable form” just as the 
Chinese cling to their queues. The slave 
becomes the ardent champion of his chains. 
Wealmit that in reporting His Excellency's 
speech we maden mistake; we submit the 
above reflections merely as an example of 
how a mistake may sometimes be an ocea- 
sien of profit. 


Ee 
TIPS AND MORALITY. 


Se Ae ghee eee 
(Daily Press, January 28th.) 

The perusal of a correspondence which 
appeared recently in the London Timea 
strongly recalls the celebrated saying of - 
Macautar that there is nothing more 
ridiculous than the British nublic, when it 
gts int» ona of its periodical fits of morality. 
This remark was made in reference to the 
unreasoning antagonism that was displayed 
with regarl to Warren Hastinas, but 
neople have become infinitely better siucs 
those days, and we find that the columns of 
“the Jeiding journal’’ are now taken up 
with a correspondence on the enormously ° 
important subject of Christmas boxes, which 
is not considered beneath the dignity of 
discussion by an eminent judge and of an 
opinion by the Attorney-General. We are 
certainly getting very gool indeed when 
Sir Epwagp Fry iudicta 0 letter, a column ” 
long, on this stupendous subject, to the 
public Press, and deals with it with all the 
ger ousvess of a summing up in some 
important trial. “The Prevention of 
Corrurtion Act,” which was passed to 
prevent. manifestly corrupt practices in 
connection with commissions on contracts 
and other mercantile transactions, and also 
touched upon commissions to servants in 
Inrge houses, to sscure custom formed the 
peg upm which this very | bigh-toned 
discussion wis hung. ‘The approach of 
the first Christinas ”’ after that Act had been 
passed “niturally’ Sir Eowarp tells us, 
“called attention to the question how far 
the giving or receiving of Christmas boxes 
comes within the scope of the Act.” It 
ulmost seems a pity that Christmas was 80° 
unrevsonahble as to approach at all under 
the ci-cumstances, Ic should have refrained 
from doing so, and 8o have avoided the 
shock to such sens tive consciences as Sir 
Epwarp’s. He has no doubt that “ most 
Christmas boxes given by tralesmen to 
servants are given as inducements to show 
favour to the tradesmen.” With this most 
people will, to a quilified extent, agree 
aa nobody suppos 8 that tradesmes mike 
these donations from pure philanthrophy. 
But whether thia inducemen' isan undue 


tly t ; sad that if a person's self-revarding conduct 
the Army; it is the same thing which displeases us, we have n right to express our 


makes many dwellers in Suburbia struggle | distaste, and hol aloof from hin. 
harder under the ,soke of competitive ex-'! were really ¢. If-regurling conduct, (ie. 
istence, striving in ways that really do not | conduct that does not affect. us personally) | inviting them to provure their mastery’ 
matter to respect the exigencies of the Im- the correct procedure would surely be to | assent to their receiving the gift, an undoubt- 
palpable, implacable Moloch of © furin.” | take no no‘ice of it whatever. We could do | edly prudent course, and ons eminently 
The “new boy” seee it in its best and | that without having to force ourselves t» | caleulated to reduce the necessity of giving 
worst forms, It is “bad form” to be al endure ut close quart rs his distasteful | the customary “‘cumshawa” to a minimum. 
tale-bearer or a sneak ; it is not “ good f-rm ” ars But to express our distaste, in the | One would think that the matter was suff 


t> work hirder than his fellows at bis les- | case of the average individual, is to make ciently cleared up on this particularly basle 


one or a corrupt one is a point upon which 
opinions may differ, and it seems that somo 
tradeamen issued circulars to the servants 


If it 


= 


has, by 
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ness like and unromantic basis, but Sir 
Enwarp Fry, like SHAKESPEARE, is no: hing 
unless a moraliat and fe proceeds seriously 
to observe: “There remains a moral question. 
Ought a master to consent to the receipt by 
his servant of a donation from the dealer?" 
and hé goes on to conclu'e that he should 
not do so, because such a pre ent would 
“ create an obligation or an inclination to 
act in the interests of the stranger when he 
ought to act with a single eye to his master’s 
interoat.” Sir Epwarv is hardly fair to 
the servants. He does not give them credit 
for the ingiatitude, which is the notorious 
characteris'ic of the recipients of all kinds 
oftipa, It seems that the Attorney-General 
wien consulted on this gigi ic question, 
gave the common sense opinion that Chirist- 
mas boxes were uot within the scope of 
the act. But this version of bis answer do.s 
not satisfy Sir Epwarp who says it is a0 
error to suppose the Attorney-General 
meant this, as what he said was that “he 
was clear that Christmas j.resents whics 
really have that character an] are openly 
and honestly given as such canuot be within 
the Act. “This Sir Epwarp .admits is 
incontestible but he goes on to say that the 
question what Christmas boxe: are how stly 
aod what corruptly given ix not touched by 
the opinion of the learned Taw Officer of the 
Crown and “it is desirable the pullic 
should not be misled by a carelrss and 
hasty reading «f a very simple expression 
of an inconte-tible proposition; ” and 
having thus uttered an incontestible pro- 
position himself, the learned Judze leaves 
the subject—we suppose to preceed to the 
consideration «f his vext moral case. But 
the matter did not quite end here. An 
irreverent cutsider ¢fthe name of GagpiINER 
wrote from Wimbledon and asked why, 
if Sir Epwarp’s arguments were correct, 
the Government and public authorities 
allow their servants (postmen, policemen 
and others) to collect Chiistmas boxes; It 
seems unkind to have put such a “ stop- 

r” on so much learning and woralising, 
but it will be hard to coutinue the discus- 
sion after this short and searonable little 
dose of common sense. We have no apecial 
adwiration for the system of giving Christ- 
mas boxes and more than that of giving 
wedding presents (which latter custom 
happily shows some sigas of being dis- 
continued) but so long ag it is the custom 
(or “form’’) to give gratuities of the kind, 
it is reducing Law to an absurdity to argue 
that doing so will bring a man within the 
purview of an Act. of Parliament uuless (so 
far as this is concerned) the act is absurd in 
itaelf. To push the Act to such an ex'reme 
would be the best possible way to get it 
repealed altogether; and 10 donbt the 
Attorney-Geverul was alive to this b-aring 
of the subject, when he gave the scnsibl- 
opinion to which Sir Epwarp Fry takes :« 
much exception. 


THE IG CHINESE CUSTOMS. 
—_—_»— -—__ - 
Daily Press. January 29th. 

Onr special telegram from Peking sheu'd 
be particularly interesting to the members 
of the China Agsociatiou. In our opinion 
it is quite probable that it is in consequence 
of the indiscreet- ineddling of the Shanghai 
Branch that this Edict las app ared sa 


although that is not to louse sisht of the 
fact that Sir Rosert Brepon las always 
been what the N.-C. Daily News called him, 
“© the natural successor tu Sir RuBert 
Hast.” 
tent than we do that the China Association 
h its efforts in the past, achieved a 
record of creditable usefulness that entitles 


| 
| 


promptly, certainly before it was «xpected ; | constitution. 


: -ane big or little, commits his way t) ay 
No one recoguises toa fuller ex- ; 


it to our gratitude and respect; but of late 
vears the old-fashioned farpan seems to have 
gone, and a new peracnnel, composed of am- 
bitious younglings of the Winston CHURCH- 
ILL pattern, eeems to have arisen with 
the best of intentions but a fatal facility 
for pu'ting its fost into things. We have 
found occasion in recent vears to utter @ 
mild but timely warning against the threat- 
ened policy of offitious and ineffective in- 
terference. We noticed with regret wha! 
we diagnosed as a tendency to sviz) 
every opening to assert its gupposed in- 
fluence and to remind the world of its 
important existence as a god in the car, 
and it was easy toece that such a policy, 
if rereisted iu, must werken its influence 
and tarnish its reputation. In this matter 
of Sir Rosert Harr’s aucces-or, we think 
it will certainly he discovered that the 
China Association has overshot ita nuark, 
and older members and supporters will 
regret that it should have heen allowed. 
For Mr. Gunpry as a journalist and asa 
student of things Chinese we have learned 
to entertain a profounl respect, but this 
does not drive away from us the uneasy 
suspicion that he has grows amenable to 
homan weaknesses that journaliam should 
have eliminated,  [t looks rather as if the 
lavish praise bestowed upan his diplomatic 
capacity has create] in him a new cucacthes 
acribendi, ro that he hastens to write where 
he once would have stopped to think. This 
has not only led bim to write a letter, 
instigated hy the Shanghai branch, which 
has since been widely characterised as 
un-English and unfair, but his male him 
figure as the chestnut-snatcher for a monkey- 
clique in Shanghai which, aa we plainly 
suggested in our issus of the bth ‘anuary, 
eannot claim, in its campaigo against Sir 
Ropert Brepox, that all its motives are 
absolutely above suspicion of self-interest 
and unwurrantable bias. As we said then, 
the Shanghai meeting that met to inspire 
the now notorious telegram was not unani- 
mous, aud we have goo! reason t» believe 
that those who oppo ed it had in s-veral 
cases, wo-tiivr motives than a mere reluct- 
ance to appear ina false position, We do 
not share Mr. Guypry’s derivative view of 
Sir Ronert Brepoy’s fitness t+ sueceed Sir 
Rornerr Harr. We faucy we bave under- 
stand bis character letter, and we certainly 
havea clearer perception of his abilities. Any 
objection te bin we coull cuints of would 
apply equally to Sir Roperr Harr, whose 
success 13 admitted on all han Is, and we pro- 
pheay with confidenc: that when Sir Ropert 


7 | 
ment, ag we fully expect will happen, he | 


traditions th ot hive lift-d the 
almost en'i ely out cf the mire of political | 
and diplomutic iste'gue. En view of the | 
manifestly unfrien ily criticism late'y dircet- | 
ed at him, we have particular ile isure in | 
wishing fim all success in his present 
status. 


—_—— 


SHANGHAL 


ELECTIONS. 
> 
(Daily Press, January 29th. 
Shang .ai has no peer. Th re is ne settle- 
ment, model or otherwise, anywhere in the 
world that presents similar peculitrities of 
Nowhere el-e, we imagine, 
is there a lik: possibility of gs) many ano- ; 
matous conditions. Aayone presuming to | 
argue on Shang sai polities, be his acqu vint- 


maze whence extrication is unlikely to fll w | 
without periods of vexatious puzzlement, | 
tentative turaings, and ony steps traced 
and retraced. That is because it is at once 


% 


BreDon accepts te permanent appoint: | Warp 


‘ voting list as corrected t> 


{would 


| jusca in uno,” 


(February 3, 1908, 


eS cee eS 
international and national, chartered and 

yot treaty-bounl, free and self-conttined, 

and still hampered and clogged by a!l sorts 

of reservations. The Municipal Election 

of January 23rd raised an issue we had heen 

expecting fur a long time. The N.-C. 

Daily Newa on the day before the election 

referred ty the “ Tammany-like tactics” of 

an American caucus which had at the last 

moment nominated extra American and 

German candidates, without warning, and 
which had, as our cmtemporiry alleged, 

individually agreed to “plump” for these 

«dark horses,” and so upset the traditional 

constitution of the administrativa body. 

The Sbanghai Municipal Council his for 
nearly half a century been composed of nine 

British members, one American, aul one 

German. Over four decades ago, the 
Amer can G -v-rnme it took nothing lke the 
aam: interest in the fate of its Shanghai 
representatives that it has lately done, and 
the American settlement in Hongkew, find- 
sicrificed Lo petty considerations of that sort, 
as, for inatance, in the case of Sir Ronert 
Brepox, whose personal unpopularity 
with somo of the members of — the 
Shanghai branch of the Chint Association 
ig not and never should be a justification. 
o his rejection from the important post 
for which he is peculiarly fitted. Shang- 
hai electors, thes: who are British, 
should vole for any candida‘e who is 
British and a capable man of  affuirs, 
whether they like or dislike his fare or his 
manners. Surely this does not require to 
be argued. [1 is uot ertirely becius: we 
happen to be Briti-h that we dread a really 
international Government of Shanghai, but 
alao beanse it is quite cl-ar to us, at our 
contemporary points out, that a body won. 
posed of rapres :ntatives of all the nationa- 
lities in Shanghai would be unworkable. 
Yet if Americmms and Germans ought to be 
represented, why not the Japanese, Portu- 
guese, Italians, Russians, and all the re-t? 
Our contemporary urges the community to 
maintain the British form of administration 
hecanse it has be-n in po session from the 
bevinning and ean only ba exchaog:d for a 
Municipal Babel, We go further, aid 
woild urge it t» knock this international 
peril or the heal at once, (that is, at the 
uext opportunity) while it bas the power, 
and to make anl keep the administration 
purely British, favouring uo one foreign 
nation over another. Otherwise, the flag of 
revolt vow waving on the horigen will be 


‘brought right into the arena, and no mano 


dare say what would happen. If Mr. J. 
Hae faithfully indicates Americ io 
views, we can make a fair guess. He writes, 


will coitinne and mvntain ths excellent | inter atic: 


I. M. C.« 


“A Britisher fiest pat npro thase Settle- 
ments the nam» of Latercu thoadl, aol it bas 
adhered p-rmanently, and a refersoca fo the 
D cember 31 list 
wil realily prove that Shioghai is not any 
lou:er a British town or commanity, Henos 
we cannot longer expecta virtua ly + lid Beitish 
represent tion on the Manivipsl C uaoil. The 


t vote has now grown ¢) the sabitaatial figure of 


18J1, ard we need no longer fear the power of 
the “‘Abssntee Laadlord” nor the British 
domina ion. If our voters will taka the trouble 
to vote we control the situation.” 

That ought surely to have roused the 


 Geitish elect irs even if our contemporary 


fiild to do so. If they do not desire 
the ‘ situation ” to be “ controllel” by the 
newcomers, and themselves with it, it 
seem desirable that they should 
hasten to put tveir huge in order. 
The motto of the municipality is.“ omnia 
That is very pretty, 
very pretty indee-l, wader existing con- 
ditions; but we would earnestly warn 
every Shanghailaoder who cares for the 
Model Settlement’s fate that it will seem 


wien 
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much less pretty ifever that “uno” ceascs 
to be British. 

ing itself unable or indispozed to accept the 
responsibility of policing that always lawless 
and straggling quarter, gladly agreed to 
incorporation with the larger and more 
central Britis! Settlement. \With his usual 
fatuous magnanimity, the Jolin Bull cf that 
period himself started the clay-fouted idol of 
internationalism, being unable to see further 
than the length of his own nose, and con- 
sequently blind to the difticulties that were 
bound to mise and that have now arisen. 
The Council of those carly days, British to 
the hackbone, and blind to the duty of 
holding its own, voluntarily and of itx own 
acecrd invited ono Amcricun aod ane 
German to sit at its table. It thereby 
planted the seed of this very national issue 
which our contemporary now deprecates. 
There is, as the Cxtuxiatieche Lloyd Was 
admitted, no law to make that tradition 
binding, and we confess we would be glad to 
see the British elvc'orate, while it still has 
the power, face the turmoil and trouble that 
would thereby come, and decide henceforth 
upon a purely British council. It would 
seem unjust; it would be called unjust; but 
no one, certainly no British subject, would 
claim that such a procedure could endanger 
the good goverument of tke Settlement. 
The Consular Body would still be the 
obstructive and conservative force it haa 
hitherto proved—a sort of upper House— 
and the other nationals would not sutter, 
except perhaps in their imp rial interest in 
the place, and that, as Britons, we could 
contemplate with equanimity, In face of 
what we have already written, it is obvious 
that we do rot cndorse our contemporary's 
claim that Shinghai electiars have hitherto 
been conducted on issues of personality 
rather than natiouality. The very ceon- 
stitution of the Council, the preseuce of onc 
American and of one German representa- 
tive, has Leen a standing reminder of th: 
national issue threatened. It would be 
absurd aftcr all these years of British 
national as well ax personal preponderance 
to persist in the claim that a national view 
has not been taken ; and it would be equa'ly 
foolish to suppose that the day must never 
come wheu the Americans and Germans, 
increasiny in uumbers, would bepin to 
think themeclves entitled, by a process of 
national sympathy, to larger representation. 
This, indeed, is obviously just what las 
happened, and just what we have been 
expecting to happen every year of late. 
We rejoiced over cur coutemporary’s inter- 
venation, even while doulting some of the 
logic of its position, and we certainly agree 
with it in our dislike of the manner in which 
the coup d'etat has been attempted. We 
do not quarrel with the American tactics, 
however. They bave their own shrewd 
ways of playing the political game, and that 
trick of springing the now nominations as 
a surprise at the latest possible hour was 
the only way likely to achieve success. If 
the N.-C. Daily News had not been alert, 
it might easily have succeeded. There is 
another reason why any moral indignation 
about it would seem excessive and rather of 
the nature of cumbug. That is the well- 
known fact that these clectiong hare 
always been conducted in a “cut aud 
dried”? way. So far as the “ personality ” 
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argument ig concerned, previeus councils | 


for many years may almost be sail to 
have been electel cx floc. Except au 
odd vccasions, the electors have leen 
apathetic, and when there did happen te 
be an issue tending tu popular excitement, 
it often fizzled out at (be anoual meting in 
a fusilade of laughter and cheere. 
year, according to a German currespundent, 
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there wax a repetition of the “cut and 
dried"’ method, with which, by the way, 
when practicable, we do not quarrel. The 
German writs: 

“We also do not ol.ject to fhara being seven 
Rritish couocillora and ona American and one 
German only as long asthe seven British enjoy 
general confllenca, Such however, is not the 
case vith all the sevan British cindidates who 
have been brought forward this tima. Thare 
are no less than thres amongat their number 
who, we are informed, are anything but popular 
and considered suitable oven by their owa 
countrymen. Wea hear that thare is farther 
one candidate who Coes not wish to serve any 
longer and who Las merely been induced to 
sta on because nother British candidate cou'd 
ba persuaded to coma forward. Why not under 
such circumstanens look round amongst the 
other nations and take a suitable man from 
them? What does it matter, for instance, if 
there are two Germans on the Council, provided 
they are good meno? Does it mean that the 
Council will be garmanized’ Not at all, and 
avy attempt of this kind would be downright 
ridicnlous in the face of the largely predominant 
British vote which could easily throw out any 
noo-British candidate at any election even 
without the asciatance of the votes of those 
6,099 non- British residents, for whom as you 
claim, the British are the natural trasteas,” 

We are plaid to nota this admission that 
there ix still a largely predo-rinant Brit'sh 
vote, snd hope it will be used as it ought to 
he. We hope there may be plenty of public 
spirited Britons tocome forward in future as 
candidates, aud that they will b+ supparted 
irrespective of theie personal popularity. 
We have seea how larger issues may he 


CHINA AND TIBET. 


~ > - - 
(Daily Press, 34at Jaunary ) 

The Times has recently been drawing 
attention to the extremely astute manner 
in which China has taken advantage of 
the restoration by Japan and Great Brita n 
respectively of Moaochuria and Tibet, to 
exploit those countries to her own adyvaut- 
age, to the utter exclusion of any cin- 
siderution whatever for the wishes or 
lotentions «f cither of those countries. [ts 
conclusions on the subjec!, that in seme way 
China in the affair has heen guilty of 
national ingratit «le, are hardly born: out 


hy the circumstances of the ease. It wats | 


most assuredly not from any philanthropic 
feelings towards China that Japan under- 
tork the task of recovering: Mauchuria from 
Russia, but from the assured feeling that 
the supremacy of Russia in these districts 
implied her awn eventual extinct'ou as a 
nation; and England's march to Lhassa 
was equally the outcome of the utet 
indifference with which China hal rezarded 
Russia's barefaced intrigues with the Tibe- 
tan hierarchy. Doubtless in’ b th cases 
Russia's suceess would have implied the 
overthrow of China as an independent 
Power, and have rendered her for the future 
a humble depend-nt on the Muscovite ; but 
nothing was further from the intentions of 
either Japan ar England thin any quixotic 


effort Lo restore the lost prestige ot China. j 


‘Thia, of course, wos all the while as evident 
to China as tu the worl | at large, so that 
it ig hardly logical or rea-onable to try to 
found aoy clatin !o internatioval grat.tu le 
iu one case or the other. But, though w: 
raust acquit China of the crime of in- 


gratitude, it by no means follows that it - 


would be safe or expedicut in her owa 
interests to permit her to place her own 


interpreta’tn ou the tering wader which s4e° 


was permitted to resuine ber autbority over 
these countrics. Tors is, however, the 
traditional policy of Pehing as seun as sho 
thioks she cau du su with impuuity. Chioa, 
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for her corresponding responsibilities, and 
so when confronted with statesmen of the 
calibre of Sir Henry Portircer, or Lord 
Enatx, she has invariably overshot the 
mirk, and brought about such a condition 
that in the end th: knot in which she has 
become entangled has hal to he cut by 
means more or less violent. This is being 
exhibited in her present attitude in Tibet. 
Practically she owes to England the 
recovery of her lost influ:nca at Lhaassa, 
which under the regime of the present 
Darar Lama had been practically effuce 4. 
It is quite true that we dil not restore 
Chinese rule in Tibst from any altruistic 
idea of the righteousnsss of China's rule, 
but for our own conveuience, and to 
avoid the necessity of advancing our own 
Todian froutiers. But this very fact should 
have impressed on China the advisability of 
remembering that she held her post of 
protectress during good behaviour, and not 
in return for any benefit she had conferred 
on us. So far was this from being her view 
of the case, that while almost ostentatiously 
casting aside those engagements under 
which her supremacy was restored, she has 
heen complaining of our supp sed infractions 
of her imaginary rights, and from the very 
beginning bas been seeking for grounds 
of remonstrance, while studiously aiming 
at repre3-ing our comm«reisl intercourse. 
Litely she ‘1aa gone a atep further; she hag 
paid offon bahalf of Tibet the balance of the 
indemnity imposed for Tibet's infraction 
of those very stipulitious which made 
octupition nec ssary, anl forgetting this 
fact, and continuing the infraction, she has 
the temerity to demand as a right the with- 
drawal of the British tro»ps from the valle 

of Chumti. Fortunately for Chins, aa well 
as fur British iuteres¢a in the Far East, the 
British Foreign Office has awakeved to the 
absurdity of the contention; aud has 
refused to move the troops till China shows 
herself prepared to act up to her pirt of the 
ugrvement, and this instiuce of insistance 
ix apparently causing much consternation at 
Peking, where the British custom his ever 
been to permit things to drift, rathee 
than by compelling strict observance, t) 
block the door to future misunderstandiogs 
and quarrels. 

This Tibetan insist ince of the seemingly 
incurable habit of Peking of sesing but one 
aile, aul that her own, to any international 
agreement, ig not solitary; and the reaction- 
ary pirty have been seeking to fan into a 
Hime: just such avother in the case of the 
j Ningps-Soochow Railway loan. The Pe- 
king Government hal made with the Anglo- 

(‘h nese Sydicate a very profitable (from 
‘the Chinese point of view) arrangement to 
i have this, one of the most important main 

railway lines in China, made by the 
Synlicate, the Empire takng all the 
profita, after paying interest at a very 
‘moderate tate, while the risks fell on the 
Syndicate. vt a word was said againat 
the terms while negotiations were passing. 
iP. king was especiilly well pleased, as 
the arrange nent practically took contro, 
Tout of the hands of the provincials. 
' Ax soon as the arrangement, which had 
. been enter.d into after considerable 
‘liscussion and with practically open doors, 
the reactionary party found its oppor- 
tunity of stepping in, The ayreement 
was to be denounced, because, forsooth, 
,itinterfered with the “ sovereign rights " 
,of China to make—or mar—her own 
irailwivs! Young China, at the mo- 
{ment inieot on this new sbibboleth, was 
readily persuaded by the reactionaries that 
| the 1ew ayceement in some taystetious way 


Thia | io fact, basa lively seuss of the enyaugements: © utravened its rights. The instigators of 


of others towards berself, but little respect | yh. movement, who fur a time kept them- 


. prospect of 


74 


selves in the background, were actuated by 
deeper motives, and were really actuated by 
what they conc ed to be the growing 
power of Peking over the provincial govern- 
ments. Somewhere what was called a 
“compromise ” was suggested; the money 
was to be paid to the Metropolitan Board of 
Communications, and it was to dole it out 
to the provincial constructors. It was 
thocght that as a matter of course the 
Syndicate would be content with this 
imaginary compromise, and would go blind 
and forego all control, leaving that to the 
Board of Communications. All were elate 
at the capiure of the Syndicate, and the 
If, unall-yed with financial or 
other control——just, they thought, in the 
good old style! It was just euch an ideal 
arrangement as the Tibetan: all the re- 
sponsibility and outgo on the side of the 
foreigner, and all the profit, and that too 
unchecked by any disagreeable audit, on the 
part of the fortunate officials. Peking was 


-naturally quite content with the “ com- 
promise’; it had the control, that ig to 


say the advancing of the money; and it 
knew from experience what that meant; it 
wanted nothing more. The provincials 
knewulso what Peking control meant, and 
how to avoid its unpleasant incidence; the 
foreigner on bis side had nothing fur'her 
to do than to advance the money ; and that 
completed his part of the bargain! That 
there could be any stipulation as to China’s 
part in the transaction, that would be, of 
course to call in question China's “ So. 
vereign Rights”; and tlat wasn thirg 
regarding which there could be np disputing, 
So long asthe question was regarding the 
control of Peking over the Kailway, the 


- unanimity of Metropolitan statesmen was 


above question; they were solid for the 
foreign loan and Impcrial Control; but 
affairs assumed quite a different aspect as 
soon as Peking conceived it could yet the 
foreign money and its cspvtrol in iis own 
hands. Maturally the Syndicate inter- 
preted the new proposal in quite different 
light: it had the temerity to ask for the 
same control as before! The fat was naw 
in the fire; and we find all patriotic China 
ablaze at the presumption of the forcigner. 
It bas, it thinks, the means to make the 
foreigner bend: it will establish a boycott. 
Jardines and the Hongkong sud Shanghai 
Bank are the principal offenders : they must 
be utterly extinguished. The Municip] 
Council of Shanghai bad the temerity to 
arrest a native banker caught flagrarte 


delicto, advocating the bevcott, and 
. the righteous fire of the Sha:ghai 
Taotai boils over. Who darel to order 
his arrest? He would sec himsel! to the 


Council and, if necessary, would himself 
teach it to know its place. Unfortunately 
our Home Government has been, as China 
knows very well, lending its aid to the 
general solution of authority all over the 
world. Ireland isin open contumacs; India 
has been permitted to play with authority, 
till government scarcely exists. the Colonies 
are one and all disaffected beciuse their 
efforts to keep order within have been 


| 
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. MOSTLY ABOUT A MIS. 
QUOTATION. 


A a ee OP ee 
(Datly Press, 1st February.) 

We expected—more than that, we hoped — 
that at the annual meeting of the local 
branch of the China Association some re- 
fereuce would be made to recent comments 
appearing in this column, Could we have 
been sure that the meeting would be favoured 
with the customary flight of oratory by Mr. 
Murray Strtwart, we would have felt 
certain that our observations would not he 
allowed fo go unremarked. A vear or 80 


| ago, wlen Mr. Mcrray STRWART wat acting 
-as chairman, he took umbrage at our criti- 


ci:m of bis somewhat long-winded address, 
not so much with the matter of it, ag with 
the unusual presumption shown in daring 
to criticise at all. Sometimes men figuring 
in a public capacity get so accust med to 
flattery that the mildest of criticism appears 
to them aga sort of Irae majeat’. We hope 
that our former good friend Mr. Murray 
Stewart has not permitted himself to fall 
into such a state, or we shall lose some of 
our respect for him as a har.|-hcaded man 
of affairs, We were, as we stated then, a 
little amazed at. his annoyance, and hoped 
that time would remove the impres-ion that 
evidently rankle}. The tone of bis con- 
cluding remarks to the Hongkong Branch 
of the China Associatiin on Thursday sug- 
gests that the Lope was vain, that, in fact, 
he is still hopeful to see us punished for 
what we now recoguise wag a serious pre- 
sumption—in venturing to criticise any. 
thing he, as a public apeaker, was good 
enough to sulmit to public notice. We 
have nothing unkind to say about his late:t 
spe ch; but it is only fair to ourselves to 
say that in giving a sample of our net 
‘sober criticign'’ and our not “ mannoe.ly 
controversy," Mr, Murray Stewart ought 
not to have dragged st from its context in 
the way he has done. Quoted or misquoted 
as h+ misquo‘ed it, it looks worse thau 
miannverless ~it looks pueri‘: 1n the extreme 
to describe “ the committee of the Shanghat 
Branch aga ‘monkey clique. '’ But we never 
did uvytbing so pointless, and we hope that 
Mr. Murray Stewart's misrepresentition 
was merely carélessly, and not carefully, 
made, We spok- of Mr. Gunpry as having 
been made to act as ‘ chestnut-suatcher 
for a monkey-clique in Shanghai.” Need 
we remind the public of tho fable, to show 
Low innocently yet effectively the poiut was 
made? If we had called Mr. Gunpry a 
“cutspaw,” the objectioaalde implication 
would still have been there. Noel we 
quote the greater part of the article to 
show that it was a eecfi n of the committee 
who had copied the monkeys of the fable, ia 
that one respect only: We do not think 
we need. Furturately not all our renders 
enlertain for us the sawe peculiar feelmys 
that our furmer friend Mr. MugrarSrewarrt 
svema oow to do, so we can perhaps affurd 
to cuntinue what we conceive ty bh: our dury 
without taking his disiuterested ceusures too 
greatly to beart. 
With regard to the 


very tem} rate 


. thaarted by a dangerously disaffected party | remarks of the Chairman, we accept them 
within the Governmentitself. The example | as they were meant. 


We cannot expect 


has not been lost on China; residents feel | him to see eye to eve with us io this 
its effects in the iucreased efforis of the | watter, eapecially as it would d ubtless 


reactionary pariy to escape its engagements. 
It is possible that no irremediable damage 
has ensued, but the moment has become oue 
of anxiety all over the world. 


Two armed robberies are reported to have 
ocourred near Saikung thi« week, pirates hold- 
ing up two jaoks laden with wool and getting 
away with the booty which is said to be worth 
some hundreds of dollars. 


Le with his asseut that the local Branch 
eudorsed the by no means unanimous 
representacion emanating from Sh.noghai. 
Tue passage in the annual report of the 
Hongkong Branch is very formally wor-led. 
It is remarkably furmal, iudeed, considering 
the importance of the issue supposed to Le 
iuvulved. Sir Kosert Brepon's name is 
not evea mvent‘oved. No ieasou whatever 


ig oflered or suggeaed why the Hongkong 
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branch did endorse the protest of th® 
Shangbai branch. If Hongkong haa 
no particular convictions as to the ansuit- 
ability of Sir Boszrt Hart’s successor, 
we say at once that it is not always going to 
be the wisest procedure to support another 
branch on the offchance of some day finding 
that one good turn has deserved another. 
Not even “sentiment toward our est+blished 
institutions ” should rsuade us that 
any section of a Shanghai committee can 
be always absolutely in the right, and 
in its ill-advised attack on Sir Rossrt 
Brepox, we have shown that it was wrong, 
wrong in tactics, wrong in the light of 
that which defi‘es ‘ mannerly controversy,” 
and wrong morally. If any member of the 
Hongkong Branch really knows good reason 
why the China Association ehould have 
pro‘ested against Sir R. E. Brevon’s 
appointment, why has he not taken the 
opportunity, always open since we broached 
the subject, to correct us in our own 
columns? That would have been, not to 
ecrrect us only, but to correct the opinion 
of the public, which we supposedly have 
been misleading. But oot even in the 
anoual report are any reasons given. So 
far we have no doubt that the Hongkoug 
branch endorsed that protest as formally as 
it records the fact, and that locally no 
particular interest was taken in the matter 
until we threw a little light upon the cir- 
cumstances of its origination, The Chair- 
man did give one reason that might be cited 
in explanation of the formal report of th» 
local participation io the Shanghai mistake. 
Mr. A.G. Woop sid that ‘‘in its present 
open pos'tion it does not appear desirable 
that it should be further discussed.” We 
do not think it is 80 open now ae it was; it 
can at best be only halt open. The Shang- 
hai protest was against Sir R E. Bexvon's 
appointment either as acting or permanent 
successor to Sir Ronert Hart; we announc- 
ed that the appointuent had been maden 
day or two before this meeting. In any case, 
we dil not first make this thing open; it 
was the Chins As oc ation that did that, by 
allowing the Shanghai telegram to get into 
the London Stundard, and go to call atten- 
tion tu the pos-ibilities (Gf we may go no 
further than that) of the Shanghai agitation. 
Thea Chairman feela eure that the 
Shanghti committee would “ certainly 
subordinate coosiderations of person to 
that of qualification” in considering who 
should succeed Sir Ronert Hart. e can 
ouly marvel at this beautiful faith, and 
envy the character that can continue to 
possess it in a world that we have not 
found c.unsistently chivalrous. Not claim- 
ing greater knowlelge of human nature 
than it is possible fr most human beings to 
altiin tu, we will nut assert as a c-rtaloty 
that the section of ths Shanghai committee 
which sent the telegram was uoworthily 
motived. We never meant to assert its cer- 
{ninty and io our first comments we dwelt 
only on the prssibility aad probability of 
something we felt was reasonably certaio 
after digesting all our jnformatioo in this 
connection. But even if ia later comments 
we have been more dogmatic thaa we meant, 
or than was wise, ia imputing improper 
influence to the senders of the telegram, 
Mr. A.G. Woop is now ia the same bont 
with us. Does any reasonable man with 
any experience at all preten| (aim‘tting 
there has been personal prejudice ) that it is 
an etsy thing at all times to forget it? Is 
it likely, is it usual, ws it even buman ? 
But now, instead of arguing this frankly 
unarguable point, let us take Mr. Woop's 
claim that the Shangh«i men would ‘‘ oer 
tainly” take into account oaly Su 
R. E. Bazpow’s qualifications for tbe im- 


-our deplorable lack of faith in the ideals that 
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ai pos'tion of Inspector General of 
ustoms. Perhaps the judgment of four 
br five men at Shanghai is competent to 
agsseag such qualifications for the benefit a 


the two Governments of Great Britain and 
China. In that case, of course, tl.e Honz- 
kong four or five auperfluously eupported 
the telegram, Or is it possible that the 
Hongkong committee wete guided by a 
thorough knowledge of the qualifications, or 
rather, in thig case, the disqualifications ? 
It must be remembered that the public has 
had Mr. Gunpry’s letter ta the Foreign 
Office, in which it is obvious he urged all 
that could be urged against Sir RK. E. 
Brepor. Has anyone failed to notice haw 
little there appeared in tha’ letter to 
warrant it? We have not discussed this 
question without weighing the evidence, and 
the principal evidence is public property. 
A little knowledge of Shanghai is useful 
too, perhaps; but above all there needs to he 
a frank and courageous admission of the 
presence in the human beart everywhere of 
forces quite ag actual and powerful as the 
“new pclitical forces in that under-wurld 
upon whose thin cru:'t the West maintaios a 
precarious. footing '’ to which one speaker 
somewhat cryptically alluded. If we are 
more candid than some people like, it is 
surely a good fault. There is reoin for lots 
of honesty yet in this world. Dr. Mor- 
BI80N showed deplorable ‘want of faith 
in the ideals which inspire We-tern thought 
and Western activities in these regions,” 
and becaure he is stid to have spoken in 
fun, and not with tbe earnestuess and 
honesty that animated our criticisms, mark 
how amiably he is corrected. Why was he 
not accused of critical ineobriety, of lack of 
ananrers? We need not supply the answer, 
Lots of readers wi:l be able to do thut,and if 
.we were to do it we should only be showing 


inspire some samples of Western activity. 
‘But now let us warn the public against 
following this red herring across the trail. 
The tone and tenour of our comment has 
been grievously misrepresented by Mr. Mcr- 
gay Stewart, aud we have felt obliged to 
reply at length to counteract the mischief 
of it. If the whole seutence had heen 
quoted, the decency of it could net have 
been called in question. ‘hat is the rel 
herring—the newly raivcd question of our 
journalistic respectability. L tit go. The 
true scent is ou the trail we started out to 
follow—the inner history of the attack on 
Sir Ropert Harr’s successor. That is 
what the local Branch of the China As- 
sociation should have discussed. With a 
weak case it may be useful to abuse the 
‘opposing Counsel, but that is not to say 
that it also pays to ignore the issue before 
the Court. Why is tbe new Tnspector- 
General obnoxious to those who opposed his 
appointment? Mr. Gcyopryr’s published 
reasons were flimsy; the local Branches 
have offered noneatall; we have suggested 
quite possible ones ; the public nuw wants 
to know the truth of the matter, not to he 
distracted by personal criticisms such ng 
those to which we have just been treated. 
We invite public opinion on the 1aain issue 
so fur ag it has developed. Is the China ; 
Association in this iustarce represeoting | 
“Western ideals aud Western thought,” or | 
does it happen that less than a dozen meu 
have committed the error of the tailors of 
Tooley Street 7 
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Subject to audi!, the Directors of the Hong- | ing bills he had no right (o collect, and keepiag 


kong and Whampoa Dock Company. Limited, 
will recommend at the forthcoming meeting 
a dividend of 8 4=S4.0U per share ; and carry 
forward about $436,0UU. 


for hire and damage of plan's. 
Sing appaared for the plaintiff, and Mr. P. W. 
Goldring (of Messrs. Goldring and Barlow) for 


to recover the sum of $4°.1') balance of rent for 


$400, bsing the amount of damage caused by 
the defendant to pluaiatiff's property. 


defendant, 


1 $l0 on acorant, and on November 17th more 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


SUPREME COURT. 
—___— 
Friday January 24th. 
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Is it not a fact that you got up this case ns 
a sort of revenge for this man P—TI did to such 
thing as that, 

Mr. F. Howell. chief bailiff of the Sapreme 
Coart was called next. He said the tress in 
question were exhibited at the first show of 
the Horticaltural Society. The plants were rery 
old ones, and it mast hive taken a grest nambor 
of years to traia them. 

ould you say $490 was too big a price 
for these plantsP—I shoald sy {t was ao 
exorbitant price in Hongkong. Ia England 
they might bring that maoh, bat here I should 
say they are worth a little over $1 0 each. 

lis Lordship—Woald dim:ge to one affect 
the other P 

Witness—It would deteriorate the value of 
thea oth+r Ona of tha plants I siw had been 
naglected for some considerable tima while 
several branches on one side of the other one 
were broken, and it might take 6) or 70 years 
to train them again. 

Mr. Goldring said the defend sot did not admit 
that Lam San washis manager. He was sim 
employed there as a gardener, and was dism 
for stealing a chop and onllecting money from 
various clients which he bad no right to do. 

Fong Lo-lok was then called for the defence. 
He ssid he was manager of the defendant's 
gardea at Woagneicheong and it was part of his 
business to resuscitate flowers when they were 
dying 

Cross-ex imiaed —[ suppose you've hid a great 
deal of experience in gardeniag P—[ have hal 
vary little; ( am there to lo -k aftor the acoounts 
and nurae plants. 

You're a so ool boy, aren't you? ~I am not, 

Did you put the plaintiff's plant in your 
pot ?—No. 

You cannot under-tand how another man’s 
tcee got into your pot? 

His Lordship—He osme back 0.0 day and 
found it there. 

Witoess— Plaintiff asked permission to put 
his plants io our pots, 

His Lordship ssid he had not the slightest 
doubt in this oase that the plaintiff ahould succeed 
in getting something. His oe hal no 
doubt from the facts admitted that Lam San 
ran the defendant's business aud was antboris- 
ed to collect debts and use the chop. 
There would be judgment for $100, plus 
$45 10 and costs for the plaintiff, and defendants 
were ordered to returo the other pot and plant 
atoncs. If they did not there woald be jadg- 
mant for $.00. 

Mr. oldring—Are we to gat our pote back ? 

His L rdship—No, you are not to got their 

ots back. I do not believs they are yuur pots. 


In Criminat JURIgnicTroN, 


Berore Hrs Honocr Sir Francis Pracott 
(Carer Justice). 


ALLEGED CONSPIRACY. 

Lim Wing, Han Koo, Li AHi-shia and Hop 
Wo-tong were indioted on a charge of o onspiring 
to defeat the ends of justice by defranding the 
members of the Po Sang Bauok. Prisonors 
pieaded not guilty, and the following jury was 
empsnelle]:—A. I. Crapnell (foreman), K. 
Brandss, *. Jenk-ns, B. Aagaard, W. T. 
Shewan, H. Hyndman and F. Haldt. 

The Attorney-General, Hon. Mr. W. Rees 
Davies, instructed by Mr. G. E. Morrell (of 
the Crowao Solloitor’s office) prosecuted, and 
Sir Henry Berkeley, K.C, instruo.ed by Mr. 
R. Harding represented the defendants. 

After hearing {be evidence the jary, by a 
majority of five to two, brought in a verdict of 
not guilty, and the Attorney-General entered 
a nolle prosequt on the second charge. 


—_—_ 


Monday, January 27th. 


Tn SUMMARY JURISDICTION. 


Berore His Honour Mr. Justice WISE 
(Pursyr Jopar). 
HORTICULTURAL DISPUTE. 

Action was brought by Leang ‘T'ai against 
Lam Shi and others to recover the sum of 8445.31 
Mr. Otto Kong 


the defeodan!s. 
Mr. Kong Sing statad the action was brougit 


the hire of plan's and the re:aining anm of 


he 
plaintiff was a nursery gardener, and ao wactie 
Ono September 19h last year a 
man nimed Leung, who was employed by the 
defendant as manag-~-r, rented from the pluintiff 
a certain number of flower pots; the total 

oot «f rent due for the hire of these wis 
$8.30 Oa November 12th plaintiff rec-iv-d 


p-aats were lice, reot for which amoun- 
ted to $11.81, thus making up the total of 
$15.10. Ono the siwe day thia mauager or agent 
of the defendant ago hired from the plaintiff 
one pair of elm trees in the“shape of one large 
general; one pair of elm trees ia the shape 
of asea:onod general ; one price of warriors; one 
ptir of Jarge green bamboos; aud twelve pots 
of table plants. The action was brought io 
respect to the pair of elm trees in the shape 
of one large general. The plant had takea 
many years tw attain this shape, and at the 
time of the hiriag of this large general 
and other plants, which were to te takon to 
Macao, the plaintiff axked, and the defendant's 
manager agreed (hat a oertiin price should be 
put upon thse plants ia case they were 
damaged. Ino tbat agre-ment the price fixed 
was $600, and the agreement was signed by the 
defendant's manager. One of the plants, on 
b-iog returned, was found to be damaged to 
such an extent a8 to be absolutely useless, and 
that, the plaintiff said, caused the other plant to 
lose its value. 

Plaintiff waa called, and said he had been in 
possession of the general plants for the last 
nine years, and they were over ons hundred 

ears old, H+ paid more than $110 for the two. 
itpess exhibited these plants ia the last show 
of the Horticaltaral Society, aa | thay took first 
prize, aod they were now worth several 
hundred dollars. 

Cross-examined—One, Lam Sano. was a re'a- 
lion of bis) Ho was dismissed from defendant's 
garden on November 28:b, bunt witness could 
no’ say why be was dismissed. 

Don't you know he was dismissed for collect- 


Tuesday, January 28th. 


IN CRIMINAL JUBISD‘CTION, 


Berore His Honour Me. Justics Wiss 
(Porsng Jopae). 


A NEGLECTFUU DEFEDDI\NT. 

An action was bronght by the Victoria 
Dispensary aginst W. H. Maaners to recover 
tha sum of $12.96 for goods sold and delivered. 
Defendant had paid part of this amoant into 
Coart, and denied farther lisbility. Mr. M. J. 
D. teph-ns repressated the plaiatiffs, and the 
def :ndaot appesred in person. 

Mr. Step oad infoxemed his Lordship that 
the mattar had not proceeded ay further since 
it was previously oualled on. efeadant had 
prid into Court a certain amount, bat he had 
not raid ia the fee. “ Porhaps,” Mr. Stephens 
suggested, “he has something to say this 
morning.” 

Defendaot— What I hive to say is this: last 
Frilay it was a qaestion of costs. Had I peid 
up $4.17 the case would have been withdrawn. 
I went to Messrs. Watson's heal office— 

Hi« Lordship—Why dida’t you go to Mr. 
Stepbens ? 

Det-odant—I went to the head offices and 

aid a sum of money. 

: Mr. Sicnkeas—1 did not hear an shin (6 
this ; besides the Victoria Dispensary is ano 
fi 


rm. 

Defandant—It belongs to A. 8. Wateoa 
aod Co. 

His Lordship—You ba * better 
again; you wouldn't do what I 


the money ?—I don't koww anythiag about it. 

Ue w:s going to be a witness for you antil 
his hear. fai'ed him, wisn't he?—I didn't look 
for him to be a witness, 


y the moneys 
you. 


- order, 


notice of suspension of payment. 
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Defendant—I found that Watson's Kowloon 
branch owed me =~ © money; 80 I told them to 
pay it to the Vict. 1. Dispensary instead of to 


me, 

His Lordship—Where does Mr. Stephens 
come in P 

Defendani—I did rot deal 
Stephens; I dealt with Watsons. 

r. Stephens—The money is not paid, and 
I would ask your Lordship to allow me costs 
for two attendances. 

His Lordship (to defendant}—You had better 
do4vhat you are told next time, There will be 
jadgment for $4.75 on the writ, two a(tendan- 
oes, and the money paid in will be paid out. 


with Mr. 


Thursday, January 30th. 


In Banxrti PTcy. 


Brrorz His Honour Sie FRANcis Piacott 
(CHIEF JUSTICE.) 


A PROSPECTIVE 8HTTLEMEXT. 
Re Moosa e Vieria and Co. 
Mr. J. H. Kemp, Official Receiver, applied 
for a week’s adjournment in this matter. 
His Lordship remarked that ag the vacation 
was on next week he would adjourn the case for 
a fortnight. 


The Official Receiver asked for a week's ! 


adjournment so that he might make an applica- 
tion to the Court to fix some other day. 
His Lordship—1t must coma on a bankruptcy 


ay. 

Mr. E, J. Grist (representing the debtors)— 
I think if quite poesible that it will be .n- 
necessary to have a public examination at all in 
this matter. The creditors have had a meeting 
and certain schemes have been prop sed which 
are being considered with a view tothe settle- 
ment of the matter, Your Lordship might 
adjourn the application for a week or sine die. 

His Lordship—Adjourned till next bank- 
ruptey day. 

CREDITORS’ PETITI N, 

Re the Chan T'so Cheung. This was an 
application by Mr. F. X. d’Almada oe Cas'‘ro 
(of Messrs, Almada and Smith) for a receiving 
The debt was $128, amount due on a 
promissory note and the act of bankruptcy was 
The notice 
ran; “I beg to inform you that at present the 
business of my humble firm is not in a profit- 
able condition, and I am sure I will be unable 
to pay the amount so there is no need to press 
me as my humble firm has suspended payment 
of debts.’ The assets consisted of about $9,100), 
and the liabilities were about $-5,00U. 

His Lordship granted the order, 

ANOTHER CBEDITOB'S PETITION. 

Re the Yat Shing Lung firm. This was a 
similar application to the lust, made by Mr. P. 
W, Goldring (of Meesrs. Goldring and | arlow) 
The act of bankruptoy was n: tice of euspeusion 
of payment, and the debt was $4(Kui The as- 
sets were $22,0°0, of which S500 had already 
been realised, and the liabilities were Gtx, 

The application was granted. 

DEBTOR'S FETITION. 

Re Lam Wing slias Lam Wing-ip. This 
was a debtor’s petition made by Mr. R. A. 
Harding. Tho aseota consisted altogether of 
$15,6°0 made up of stook in trade ralued at 
83000 or thereabouts, furniture and firturre 
$500 or thereabouts, and book debts due from 
various firms in Honolulu, | ortland, U.S.A. 
and Victoria, British Columbia, amounting to 
$4100. The liabilities were $42,009. 

The application was granted. 

APPLICATION TO RESCIND, 

Re Wong Si-cheung. This was an application 
made by Mr. P. W. Uoldring on behalf of the 
debtor for the rescission of a receiving order. 
Leave had been given for the petition to be 
withdrawn, and all the creditors bad consented 
to this course. Granted. 

ANNULLM®NT DEFEREED. 


| 


| 


OOOO eee 


Mr. Kong Sing—He may have friends who 
are going to release him. 

The Official Receiver—I would suggest that 
the annullment take place when the money is 

sid, 
. His Lordship—I don’t see how he is going to 
do it. The assefa will only pay 10 per cent, and 
1 don't see how he is going to pry 25 per cent. 
When there is money in yonr hands you oan 
make a further application. 
A BANKRUPT TRUSTER, 

Re Kwok Pui-chi. This was an application 
by Mr. Davidson (of Mesers. Hastin aod 
Hastings) to expunge a proof of debt and trans- 
fer monies, 

His Lordsbip—What debts do you wint to 
cxpunge ? 

Mr, Davidson—There are a number of debts 
all of the one olass; debts proved against the 
bankrapt as the prcmoter of a money Ioan 
association. fince that time there has been a 
decision given in the Sammary Court that 
these monies wuich are in the hands of the 
deh(or are trust monies and b long {to the 
promoter as trustee. Therefore the remedy of 
he creditors is a personal remedy against the 
bankrupt and not agaioat the trustea, 

His Lordship— Was the bankrapt trustee for 
this Association ? 

Mr. Davidson— Yes. 

Mr. R TD. Avkinson (of Mearsra, Deacan, 
Looker and Deacor) said he appeared for two 
proved credilors who were at present in Canton. 
The letter, dated yesterday, giving notice of 
this application was given to him this (— hues- 
any) morning. As it was impossibla t+ gat 
instiuctions from bis clients in tim he 
wisbed an adjoursment until they returned. 

His Lordsbip (o Mr. Davidson)—Give ma 
some authority fur y.ar application. What is 
your reason for saying you cannot claim b ciuse 
the man is trustee ? 

Mr. Davidson—That was the ground of the 
decision in the Caart below. Because he was 
trustee we had no claim at all against him. 

His Lordship—1 don't quite follow it. What | 
was (he action ¢ 

Mr. Davidson— The action was an ac ‘icn by 
the trustee in the ban*roptey (Mr.C. F. Dixon) | 
ageinst o persou who was indebted to tha | 
batkrupt as promoter of a money lean 
association. 

Ilis Lordship—By the trustee ? 

Mr. Davidson—The action wag brought by 
the trustee to reoever a sum owing by members 
of this morey loan associalion to the bankrupt 
as promoter of the association; and the question 
was whether the (rustee in bankruptcy had any 
right to sue at all. * 

His Loruship—Yonu say ifa man is bankrupt 
the people for whom he is trustee cannot put 
him into bankruptcy ? 

Mr. Daridson—If a trust, they are only 
entitled to trust monies ; thay have no claim at 
all agsinst the private estate of the bankrupt. 
Their proper rm medy is an action for accounts, 

His Lordship—The Court has held that it 
won't presume fraud against a trustee if he has 
ecough money in his hands belonging to the 
trust. | 

Mr. Davidson He should prove himself as , 
trustee of the money loan asseciation in bi«own | 
hankruptey. The beneficiaries io an ordinary 
trust cuuld not prove in a trastes’s bankraptoy. 

tris Lo dship—No, because they are entitled 
to absolute pricrity. How much money bas the | 
trustee received from the trust ? 

Mr. Davideon—I think $f) bave been piid. 

His Lordsbip—W bat are the assets ? 

Mr. Davidson— $7: 0. 

His Li rdship—The best thing is to strike the 
$400 out of the $7 UU. 

Mr. Davidson—This appication asks your 


| Lordship to make an order for the transfer of 


monies paid by the association to the bankrupt's 
private account. ; 
Llis Lordship —The only order I cao make is 


that the trust acc uats bs s:vered and specially | 


Re Wing Ki-cheung. Mr. Otto Kong Sing | dealt witb, and all neosssary monies be provided 
| out of the ertate. The accounts can be met out 


applied for the annullment of the order of ad- 
judication in this bankiuptcy upon payment to 
the creditors of 25 per cent. in fall satisfaction 
of their respective claims. All the proved cre- 
ditors had agreed, and there was a deolaration 
on the file:with tue signatures aunexed. 


His Lordship—How is he going to get the 


annullment ? 


| 


of the trust fund and submitted to the trustee, 
PORK VENDORS FAILURE. 
Re the Sun Loong ficm. 


ceiver, in opening this rxamination, informed | further assistance. It 


his Lordship that the debtor had not called on that, should the former 
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Li Lisung said he was sole master of the 
debtor firm, which wasa pork shop in the 
Cen-ral Market. 

The Official Receiver—Why hive you never 
come to see me P—I was not asked to. 

Where are your account books ?—At the 
premises whore [ am living. 

His Lordship directed debtor to hand them to 
the Official Receiver at once, and to attend at 
his office to prepare the atatement of affairs, 

BING\PORE MEROHANT'S BANKBUPTCY. 

Re Chay Lsi Shang. [a this public examine- 
tion the debtor eaid he was trading underthe style 
of Kwong Nam Cheung, Singapore merchanta, 
and bad another partner. Ho left his acooant 
books with a friend who was away in Macao. 
He would recover them oo his return. 

Debtor wan ordered to place them with the 
Official Receiver immediately, and to attend at 
his office to assist in preparing the statement 
of affairs. 


In Summary JURISDICTION. 


Beror® His Honour Mr. Justica Wisp 
(Cursns JUDGE). 


DISPUTED OWNERSHIP. 

His Lordship was orlled upon to decide as to 
{be owners'ip of a jank which was attsohed by 
(he Sbi Tak firm under a judgment, while one, 
Li Yau, ola med that the jank was his, 

Claimant was represented by Mr. Otto 
Kong Sing, while Mr. A. Holborow, of Messrs. 
Deacon, Looker and Deacon, appeared for the 
Shi Tak firm 

Claiment informed the Court that he bought 
the junk in dispute at Canton toward: the end 
of May, 1907, and brought it to Hongkong 
where he took out the licance produced. Lt was 
measured, sud registered 80: pioala, 

His Lordship—This licance says 966, 

| roceeding, Witness told the Court that the 
junk was later seiz-d by the bailiff. 

Cross-examined— ibe jauk was damaged in 
September, and Wong Tai gave me money to 
get it repaired. 

Junk Inspector Rocha was the first witness 
for the defence. He said he inspected a jank 
marked S 24 H, and found that it differed 
considerably in measurements from tle junk 
for which the licence mentioned bad been 
graoted. 

Cross examin«l—Wonog Tai was not register- 
ed in respect oft yank 3. 244 H. 

Wong Un stated that on June Suth he boaght 
janok No. 244, and broke it up, 

Shi ‘lak said he lent money to Wong Tai, 
and the lattsr pledged the Jank as security. He 
knew the ola:mant as Wong Po, Wong Tai's 
foki. 

His Lordship, after hearing further evidence, 
held that there was no direst evidence with 
regard to Wong Tai's claim to ownership 
Woog Tai mast have been a scoundrel, for he 
had gone on using a licence belonging to a 
jank tbat was brokeo up. Hie Lordship was a 
uttle doubtful about fi Yan's olaim, but as 
there was nokdy else in the fivid and possession 
was nine points of the law, he woald get 
jadgmeot, 


WEST RIVER PATROLS. 


THE WITHDRAWAL OF BRITISH GUABOATS. 


Leet the 
be that the withdrawd of the British gun- 

te is an sct of “ backing down,” ia nee 
to popular prejudice, we wish to explain that 
they have left theo West River to the provia- 
cia] authorities for at leaxt two good reasons. 

The pending claims have been settled by the 
Viceroy, and the results to the various claimaats 
will, no doubt, be officially published before 
long. The o:her reason is that the British 
guobosts hava now inaugurated and taught a 


blic aad the Chinese should sup- 


| system of patrol which oan, if their instructions 
The Official Re- | are remembered, be maintained without their 


moreover, understood 
conditions re-arise, 


him sinov filing his petition. Mr. O. D. Th thsy would return promptly with pechaps more 
M since g bis petition r omen | of , 


was present representing ocerlain creditors. 


vigorous measures 


Febraary 3, 1908] 


THE STRANDING OF THE SS. 
“YIK SANG,” 


ee 


A Marine Cmrt of inqniry was held at the 
Harbour Office on Jan. 29th respecting the oir- 
vumstances attendiog the stranding of tha 
British 98, “Yik Sang ’ of which Captain 
W. 8. Thomas was master and commander 
The Court was composed of Commander Basil 
R. H. Taylor, R.N. Stipendiry Magistrate, 
Commander Marchant H. Penfold R.N . Naval- 
yard, Captain Pybus, ss. “ Empress of Japan,” 
Captain F. Jamieson, 3.8. “ Singan” aid Cap- 
tain A. E. Hodging, a8 “ Haiching.” 

The President read the captain's letter asking 
for an inquiry, and the Governor's warrant 
constituting the Court, 

Mr. C. D. Wilkins n (of Messrs. Wilkingon 
and Grist), who appeared for Captain Thomas 
of the “ Yik Seng” read a letter written by his 
elient to the owners of tle vessel iu which ta 
set out the facts of the stranding, and then 
stated that the captain had lost eversthiog in 
the wreck, even the log book. 

Captain Thomas said he left Wakamatesn on 
January 10 h aud reached Oksu without mishap. 
The vessel was traveiling at fall spsed 86 to 
8.7 knots, At noon on tha 14th witnasg in. 
structed the Chief Eogineer to reduca from 72 
to 68 revolutions, which would give a apaed of 
8} knots, His obj ct was to get into Hongkong 
early in the morning. When absam of Ok-u 
the weather was fairly clear aud continned 
so until witness left the deck ahout md- 
night. At 11.50 p.m. witness altered his 
courae to 8.46 W.,error 1 east. Ha altered 
bis crurse becanse he did not see the Chippls 
Island light, and therefore he decided to give 
the Brothers a wida berth. Witness thought 
He would pave seen Chapple Island light had he 
been within eight miles of it. Ho naver 
turned in with a cleirer consciencs in his 
life than on that night. After loaving Oksnu he 
thought be had two hours ebb tid«; then there 
would be about five and ahalf hours flied. The 
Chief Officer was on deck at the timo of the 
changing of the watch. Before leaving the 
bridge witness gave instruotions to be ca'led if 
the weather set in thick. The captain then 
turned in and was awakenei by a heavy crash 
about 430 am. He ran on deck, an! met 
the Chief Cffiser who said the vessal had 
strack the high Brother with a tremendon; 
cragh. Witness went aft and asked tha en- 
gineer if he could put the pumps on. The 
latter said the fires were ont aud he cauld 
not, Then he saw the cylinders wera awash, 
and was quite satished nothing could bs 
done to save the ship. Witness thought the 
weather was then foggy. He ordered tha boats 
t' te lowered immediately, bnt the chief and 
second officers were already doing this, There 
was quite a confusion among tha Chinese 


on board end when No 1 _ baat was 
lowered they jumped in and = swamped 
tH. The chief and socond officers did 


their duty thoroughly. There was a heavy 
swell on at the time, All the ship's papers 
were lost: he put tha log book into tha No. | 
boaf, but it was cap-ized. The Chief Engineer 
and witness wore tie last two on board The 
second officer was then hanging on fo the 
side and palling out “Coma on captain.” 
Witness ordered the Chief Engineer to 


into boat 


go 8 two or three times, 
but he wouldn’t go. He said:—* You first 
captain.” Witress then got into the boat, ar 


the water was beginning to roll over tha ship's 
rail, The Chi-f Enginceer made several at- 
tempts to follow but want back oo each ace sioa 
Finally they had to push off. Witness told t'ea 
Chief Engineer to jump, bat he would not da 
so, The boats then made for the lee of the 
Brothers, but as there way a heacy awell there 
witness toll the crew not to land. ‘The b a'- 
awain did, however,and wilness beli. vad the fire 
Chinese were lost from his buat. 

How far were vou away when No 2 boat 
capsized P—About 30 fact 

id you endeavour to save all you conld ” 
—Yes, and pulled many on to a rack. 

The President—What became of the 
survivors from No { boat?—They landed o: 
the rock, 

Proceeding, witness said he took more care 
with his boat than ube others, He approach- 
ed the rock with caution and succeeded 
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in landing 16 men safsly. Thea other boat 
rushed on to the rook and svamned. Witness 
then retarned to the wreck to lock fer the 
Chief Engineer. When the bort got back 
the ship had sunk. ‘They searched for the Chi-f 
Engineer for foar or five bours during whch 
time they examined ail the wreckage. [1 thia 
search they found No. 6 lot wateriogged, 
bai‘ed it ont and put the plug io. 

By Captain Pybus—With regard to thesa 
missing Chinese, have you auy evidonce they 
were oa board?—Yos, they were counted in 
Japan. 

Do you keap a night order hank ?—Yes, but 
oo this night I hadn't written it up. 

Who wag on deck when the 
happened ? —The Chief ('ffleer, 

By Captain Hodyios—Did tha ship steer 
wall ?—Asa rule she kept a very good canrsa 

By Mr. Wilkingou— When you w-re an the 
wreck did you rae avy rasvel pass ¥— No, but we 
beard the whistle af ane which passad clase to 
the Brothers, and [ fri:d t+ heid her off, 

Chief Officer William Gibb hal ba-n on the 
“Yik Sang" threa mouths, and had known the 
China coast for eight years, Ee wie nine years 
in the employ of tha [nde-Chiay (>, When 
pissing Oxsi1 on the hit witthe-s toon 
bearings at noon. When ab-am thay wee 
{1 miles away. Witness considered t' 
course laid dawn by the captain, S 4% W a 
perfectly safe conr-e, Ela was on weteh from 
e‘ght till twelve that evening. Taey were ther 
approaching ‘Chanpla [<lind in very hazy 
weather, He thought they contd aa: from five 
to six miles after dark. ‘Chey could hace seen 
Chapple Island about ten miles away, but dil 
tot seeit. Ife kent a leakeut for it until he 
thought it was abeam. Pricr to leaving the 
bridgs at eight minutes to twelvath» eaptan 
altered tha course two degrees, r-emarkin + that 
he wonld hanl her out a lita, Tha course was 
a perfectly safs one anl wonld have been 
taken by other shins. At midoieht the s eond 
officer relievad witness, aud was viven iustrac: 
tians fo call the cantain if th: weather cime 
an thick, and fall directions ax fo the eourse, 
The Chief (flear r-turned to the deck at fener 
a'clae’:, the waather then being mach the same. 

By tha President —Tuere wis a macu that 
nicht, buf it had sef hy feara’ lock, 

Continning witness said it) was cns‘omiry 
to clear fires at four in the moraine. They 
burned J ipanase cath whieh mad cousidarahts 


accident 


ye 


feurth hea tha Chine-se-ew rar awiy ated def: 
them, Wisness weot aft, saw the Chief Buycneer 


ant ted lim tuo sand by and ge’ ready 
tu leave the ship. Ttwasda:k by thix<t mean 
witness coucl do natiirg mera ta lower tha 


ot rer beats. 
leave the ship. Wh-o witoass re‘urne! from bis 
boat he thought he was the last mao on beard; 
he c-ald not see the Chief Engineer on board 
then, wad it was coly wh-o they left the ship 
thal ha sew him. 
they steered fer the Perohers Te € ld the 
| beatawaie, who wasin the other b at with hin, 

to keep off (he rock anti the marning but the 
la terd s-bered that ord rohoebuat waseune 3 d 
aod wittres b-Heved ‘he five: mi-sing (eine 
weot own with that bout, After eave charo k 


shortly afterteo, wi n-x- saw the bho lofav ssl, 


inside the Little Brother, bat he could aot 


smake, Tha smoke was bla cine on thea lea 
how and obscured the vision of those on beard, 
Witness thought he could safely saa at lees: 
threa miles af fous ia the  merning, bat 
not in tha waka of tla smoke At four | 
a'elock they must hace hee withou theese m-les 
of the Brothers, The ressonm he eaidd nat 
sea them wis betauss: tha stacke was biawies 
righton them, He ficst saw Chem whea fe om oa | 
ship's lene-h anta ha'fitetvas “us Lergete 
away. ‘They were then sluectly ca testa ib od 
bow, Vhe high Beweer sabbedy apn ased 
through the smoke, and then woo ess pit the 
heim hard astarbeard aud tacma oc lew cad be 
able toelear, ‘Dhey struck beat as athe by 
sonth., When the vessels rack wit tess went | 
call thea master, m-t himcomugy up a do tat? 
him what had hacpened. (Teeu he ment ta 
son d tha wells, bat could uot fied the rod 
and could not get the earpouer as lie: 
wile of the er-worash doen -ietK ax xeon as! 
the ship struck Vhe beats wees imm-diat dy 


lowered and witness gt i to tha gtarnoa {f° 
No 2 beat with the se vod oofleer and tae 
second engines, Wao wereking Gul tue 


Tae Captain was tha las’ min to: 


When witness pushed off . 


7 


form any impression as to what she was. He 
hailed her and tried to head her off, but she was 
going too fast, 

By Commander Penfold—=Witness checked 
the course at four o'slock by the standard. 

By Captaia Pybus—At ten o'clook the 
weather was clear to seaward and f-ggy towards 
the land. The state of the weather at four 
o'olock did not neosasitale calling the captain. 

By the President—The st-amer witness saw 
ovald not have been more than a quarter of a 
raila awav. There was not muoh wind when 
passing Oxeu. 

James Pingle, Second Officer of the “ Yik 
Sang” said he joined the ship iu february, When 
he went on deck on the 14th Ocsa was about a 
point anda ha'f abaft the bam. The woather 
was hazy, but they cond see about nine miles, 
Witness was instracted by the Chief Offcer to 
call him if it became foggy. He was not 
surprixed not to sea ths I ght of Chapple [sland 
as they ware passiag agool distanos off. At 


about three o'o'ock thera was a perfsotly 
clear horizio. They would then be ahout 
twelve mil-s away from the Brothers, 


Tha smoke from the steamer's funnels was 
than blowing on the starboard bow, and the 
wind was carrying it aloug faster than the 
steamer, ao that it obscured hia vision some- 
what. Witness was as‘eep when the ship straok, 
bat awakened, and by the sound of the grating 
he knew that har bottom must have been 
baily d«magead, an procead-d to gat tha boats 
out  H-4 had to do this himself aa the C iinesa 
crew appairal to ba dumbfounded, and would 
nat obey orders. Tha cantain was the last 
man fo leaiva tha ship. Witness did not see 
the Chief Envinaer, but knew later that ha 
was m'saing, 

By Cuptain TLolgson— Witness did not have 
fo altar the halm through meetiog steamara 
or fishing hoite, 

Sacand Erginaer, William Mo “all, said he had 
haoiontha' Yik Sang” for eightean months. 
On leaving Okan tha speed wu 73 revola- 
finns; threa days later this was reduocad to 
72 orev dafiens; and on the morning of the 
1h it wag fucther reducad to 68 revolations. 
When the ship gtrack the engines were still 
going ahead, bat as soon ag he realised what 
had happened ha shut them off without ordars 
frim decx. There was not muoh time for 
that. As soon as the ship struck she began 
to maka water rapidly. 

Kin Chin, quartermaster, waa on watoh 
when the ship stenek, At four o'clock in the 
inirning it was very foggy and he could not 
gre far. 

After the tiffia adj arnmant Captain Thomas 
wax rolled and stated that thare were n> 
passengsrson board. ‘tha ship did not give a 
‘list when she steusk but lay oo an even keol 
tlrenghout; sha had two double bottoms uader - 
l the holds. Hea checked the error of the com- 
! pases threa times on the 1 éth. 
| Mr. Wilkineon, adtressing tha Court, sub- 

mitted th .t chia was a o1sa of inevilable accident, 


f~- 


tue accident b-iag dae to an abnormal sat in 


‘of the enrrent. Ha thonght the ship seen 


“' nea: the Brothers had not set & course t> go 


insile them, bat was carried in. The captain's 
cunduct after the accident showed that 
he was a mano to be reliad upon, and the 
only question with regard to the Chief 
Offiver was whother be should have seen the 
Brothers before he did. His view, however, 
was obscir d, aitil too late, bat there was 
uo'hiog ia his condaoct to justify any ce sare 
bing pass-d oa bim. ‘The second officer was 
als: a relisblea man, and io the circumstances he 
| submittal ail were entitled to go free. 

[hs Coart was then cleared (o enable mem- 
bers to orn-ider the evidence. 

Woaen it re-opened, the Court found that 
the ship was properly and pradeatly navigated, 
that a prop:r lookout was Fept and all reasoa- 
abl» precautions takeo, and that the scoideat 
was due to a very aboormal set in of the current. 


Mr. L. C. Raes haa been appointed secrets: 
to tia Sqyaatters Bosrd in place of Mr. A. J, 
Durby. 

H s Exo-llency the Governor aren peg his 
aseen’, in tha nam: and on bs of His 

M ij«nty tha King, to the following Ordinance 
| pased by the Lsyislative Conncil : —Ordinanoe 
No. 1 of 19 #—An Ordiaanca to smond the 
Fire Brigade Urdisaces 1898, 


| 
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HONGKONG &UBSIDIARY COINAGE. 


COMMISSION CF ENQOUIBY. 

Following are the reports submitted to 
Government :— 

“ MAJORITY” BEPORT. 

We the undersigned members of the Com- 
mittee have the bonour to report a» follors :— 

1. Subsidiary coinage is solely for the purpose 
of the internal retail trade and other small 
transactiona within the Colony. 

2. Ibis true that io past years the Hongkong 
subsidiary coinage played » considerable part in 
the trade with Canton but judging from the 
trouble that bas arisen in the last two years it 
would appear to have been an economic mistake 
to bara directed it from ita true purpose. 

3 Just what quantity may from time to time 
be required is a mafter of experience but the 
chief test is the value of the coin in the open 
market. 

4, It may however be taken that $5 per head 
$s sufficient in a community whoee standard 
coin is $1 and where the legal limit of tender 
is $2. 

5 Taking roughly the population of the 
Colony at 400,000 it would therefore, appear 
that a total of 82,000,000: at any one time is 
sufficient and assuming that the life of a coin 
is 20 years (which owing to past circumstances 
cannot yet. be verified) asupply of $1/0.0 0 a 
year would be ample under. present oiroum- 
stances, 

6. The issue outstanding during the last 40 
years ia $40,0 0,000 of which about $39,000,009 
wore issued in the tén years prior to 
1905 and the coinage has been during tha 
past two years at a discount varying from 9 
per cent. to 4 per cent, 

7, From these facts it may be jastly inferred 
that there is in existence under present circum. 
stances a large over-issue of Hongkong sub. 
sidiary coinage. 

8. For reasons unnecessary to state in detail 
it is obvious that it is desirable to rehabilitate 
the currency of the Colony and it only remains 
to oonsider the best practicable means for this 
purpose. 

9. There is no necessity to demonotise the 
existing currency ag any scheme for the 
substitution of a new coinage must nacesrarily 
prove more expensive than the reliabilitation of 
the present coinage unless it is proposed to 
repudiate a proportion of the latter, a course 
which is most. objectionable as tending to lower 
the credit and houour of tho Colony. 

10. One of the circumstavo2s of the present 
depressed condition of the subsidiary coin is 
notoriously the excessive ciroalation in the 
Colony of amall coins struck at the Canton 


11, These do not really constifu‘e a rub- 
sidiary coinage as there is no legal standard in 
existence to which they are subsidiary. but are 
simply an imitation of the ourrenoy of the 
Colony manufactured by a local Government 
utterly ivnorant of the first principles of 
political economy in regard to currency. Tha 
“par” value of these coins ia therefore simply 
and solely their value ag bullion. 

12. From a rolitical point of view il would be 
desirable to exclude thia alien coinage whioh is to 
a certain extent responsible for the ceprassion 
in the market value of the Colony's money. 

13. Also, from the retail point of view at all 
events there can ba no objection to its axclusion 
on commercial grounds provided that a sufficient 
supply of Hongkong coinage is maint ined, 
and there is no evidence to show that any 
loes or damage wonld occur to international 
trade on account of sueh exolnsion. 

14. Taking this last point first it is advised 
that an Ordinanoe be put into force g ving the 
Governor-in-Counci] the powers already eon- 
ferred on the Governor-in-Council of the Straits 
Settlements, with a view to the prohibition of 
the import and circulation of all alien subsidiary 
coinage whatever (imitation or otber), with the 
exception of the Chinese Cash, (which how- 
ever might erp be considered a standard, 
and not a subsidiary enin). 

15. Tt is understood that at pr-sent Gover- 
ment is now withdrawing from circu'ation all 
subsidiary ooin received as revenne and that tha 
Secret of State has been recommends! to 
permit the redemption at market valus of a sum 
not to exceed $1,000,000 yearly 


16. We approve of this course, (which 
however will be a failure anless prohibition is 
enforced), provided that, when the coinage 
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The undersigned farther desire to recommend 
to the Government that the second proposal 


should be teken in band first, and the box pate 
reaches par value, redemption should be atopped | fully suggest that a capable official of the Colony 
aod a reserve of coin be kept in the Colony s0 | be seconded without delay to proceed to Peking 


as to prevent a shortage in the sapply and |to furnish H.B.M.'s 


infater with detailed 


avoid the possibility of the coinage being at | information daring the negotiations. 


a premiom, As an additional 
export of Hongkong ooin might 
Application for o ia from such reserve should 
be strictly kept down to a maximam for each 
application. 

17. Itia recommended that whatever course 
of action ba adopted by Government, due notice 
be givan to all parties concerned except perbaps 
in tha case of the import of slien coins, If any 
hardship arose in partiouler jostanoes due con- 
sideration would be given to such. 

18. It does not appear that there would be 
any advantage to the Colony to attempt to come 
to agreements on this question with the 
Authorities either at Canton or Peking. 

19, Until China bas properly initiated a 
currenoy in accordance with economic principles, 
no proper agreoment is even possible and it is 
always probable that if one were entered iuto 
it would be evaded or abrogaled according as 
profit therefrom might scorue to the authorities 
concerned. 

20. The regulati-n of its subsidiary coinage 
ia purely an interval affair of the Colony and 
it would appear to be, at least, undignified for 
this Government to rely on assistance from a 
if Foreign Power toensureits rehabilitationeven 
such agsistancea were practioabluand forthcoming. 

91. Whaterer the Government oan do, 
however, to urge he inception of a proper 
currency in China should be done. 

A. M. THomeon, Chairman. 
Rost. SHEWAN. 
A J. Rarmonn. 
War A. Yor. 
28th October, 1907, 
“ MINOBIT? " REPORT. 

We, the ande-signal Monibers of the 
Committee appointed by His Excellency the 
Governor to enquire into the causes of the 
depreciation of the Sabsidiary Coinage of the 
Colony and to advise as to what means can be 
taken, wilhdae regard to the interests of trade, 
(oa reh-_bilitate such ooinaga, while admitting 
that the amount of British Subsidiary Coia, as 
estimated by the Chairman of the Committee to 
exist in Hongkong, is probably sufficient for the 
requirements of the Colony, cannot admit that 
it is desirable, in the first instance, fo take any 
action that might resultin the further deprecia- 
tion of the Subsidiary Coinage of the Two 
K wang prorinoes as these coins form the chief, 
if not the only medium of payment by thea 
consumers of goods bought and exported from 
Hongkong for use in these provino-s 

The trade «f Honvkong is so closely connect- 

d wif hi that of the Two Kwang provinces that 

any attempt to rebabilitata the olony's Sub- 
sidiary Coinage by res‘rioting or pro .ibiting 
under penallies the usa of Canton ooiogs in 
Hongkong, as provided for in the proposed 
Qidinance submi(ted by the Chairman, would in 
the opinicn of the undersigned bring about a 
farther depreciation of thes: coins and might 
lexd to flaanoial disabilities, if not to measnres 
of retsliation by th: Canton Authorities, 
edversely affeo'ing the trade of the Colony. 

[t ix t'erefore advisad by the undersigned 
that the Government of Hongkong should 

1. [Impress ou the ‘mperial Chinese Govera- 
ment through the osual official ohan-els th 
urgeot necessity of China reforming her 
currency io tarms of the Mackay treaty. 

2 Buter into negotiations with the [mp rial 
Chinese Government through H.B.M.'s Mia- 
ister at Peking with a view to arriving at ao 
agreement whereby the Chinese Imperial 
Governmect undertakes :— 

(a) to discontinue the outpat of subsidiary 
coin from the Canton Mict antil rach 
time as both Hongkong aud (‘anton 
subsidiary coins reach par talaa, (which 
in opinion of the undersigned they will 
do very roon under these circumstances) ; 


recaution the 


prohibited. | 


In the event of the negotiations beiag with- 
out result the aodersigned recommend that the 
Committee be osiled together again six months 
hence to farther deliberate. 


A copy of the Chairman's Report, whioh hes 
been supplied to us, is attached g our 
annotations. 

D. RB. Law. 
A. G. Woop, 
J. R. M. Surra, 


Hongkong, 5th November, 1907. 


THE INTERNATIONAL 8ETTLEMENT 
OF KULANGSD, AMOY. 


Minutes of the Annual Moetiog of the Rates 
payers, held at the Board Room, Kulangsa, on 
the 2lat January |1908. 

Present :—Massrs. H. Batharst, C. A. V. 
Bowra, C. J. Farrow, A. L. M. Fauque, J. 8. 
Fenwick, H. Gottwaldt J.G. Gots, J.T. Hashi- 
moto, B. Hempel, M. H. Howard, P. BE. O’Brien- 
Batler, 8S. Okuyams, Dr. J. A. Otte, H. F. 
Rankin, A. Sawaws, Rav. G. M. Wales, N, H. 
Wallace, E. Wylly, W. Wilson, 8. P. Yin, M. 
Yokyama and the eee 

1. Dr. GC. Mers, Consul for Germany and 
Sanior Consul, was in tha Chair. 

2 Tha Seoretary read the notice convening 
the meeting 

3 Mr. W 8. Wallace, Chairman of the 
1907 (Clounail, addreesed the meeting as fol- 
lowa:—Gantlemen, With your permission I 
would like to maka a few remarks before we 
procesd to pass the accounts. In the first 
place I wish to express one regrat at the 
r-sigoation of our Chairmao, Mr. F. B Mar- 
shall, who wac always a willing and able worker 
in tha interests of tha community. Turning to 
sapitary matters, I woald call your earnest 
attention ta the Health Officer's remarks in our 
Annnil Report for 19/7 concerning house. 
holders and the proper disposal of kitchen 
refuse, and also to the necessity of prying 
attention to kitchen drainage gener'lly. In 
hie report for 19.6 the Halt) Officer aaid 
‘ householders would be greatly assisting, from 
a ranitary point of view, if they were to forhid 
their sarcanta allowing kitchen refuse to flow into 
the public drains, To obviate this, householders 
sbould provida their kitchens with refuse tubs 
into which all kitohen refuse shoald ba thrown, 
These tubs should be emptied daily nodor private 
arrangements.” Coming to accounts, I may 
meation that in our Badget for 1907 we antl. 
cipated a airplus of $3994 which anticipation I 
am pleased to say hae beea fally borne out as we 
have « surplus of $4390, although we paid out 
$700 in axceas of our Estimates, in order to gat 
rid of a‘ white elephant” in the ahape of rent 
on our market, thus compounding for a lump 
sum a liability which would have run on anti! 
Bep'omher 1909. This eurp'ns, tagather with 
$1237, the surplas of 19 6, will however be fally 
required t > enable uc to complete payment 
for our new Muanic'pal Buildings which wa 
astimate will cost us $°6,90', and against 
which. as ya know, we tnok power fo ismue 
debentar-a to tha valae of $20,000. In eonnes- 
tion with the “ New Building Account " [ would 
point out that the item “Payments to Con- 
tractors ko” inclades coat of site vis; 83700, 
Dabentares issue stand at $°6,925 and the flaal 
call &3075 will be made on 3lst March next. 
I cannot concluds my remarks without ssying 
how greatly we all as Councillors appreciate the 
services of our Secretary, Mr. Mitebo who has 
worked mest strenuously both car! and late for 
the good of the Council, and whose tact and 
courtesy have enabled him to deal successfally 
with every emergency that has ariseo. 

4. Mr. Hempel moved and Dr, Otte ssoonded. 


and (b.) In consideration «f the Hongkong | that the Accounts for 1907 be passed. Carried 


Government agreeing n t to issae more 
subsidiary coin except f.r the C -lony's 
own use, to only mint new subsidiary 
coins saffisient to meet the public demand 
so as to maintain the face value of their 
coins at par, 


unanimously. 
5. Mr. Hempel Bo 


. ssoonded by Capt. 
Bathurst, that the 


timates for 1908 be passed 
Carried unanimously 


6. njthe motion of Dr. Otte, seoonded by Mr. 
Morley, the following gentlemen, who offered 


ee 
y 
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themselves for election, were unanimously elected 


to serve on the Connoil for 1908 :— 
C. A. V. Bowra, Eeq. 
A, F. Gardiner Eeq. 
W. Kruse, Eaq. 
8. Okuyama, Eeq. 
W. 4H. Wallace, Keq. 
W. Wilaon, Eeq. 

?. On the Chairman asking whether any 
er de desired to pat any questions: 

8. Capt. Bathurst suggested the desirability 
of having a census taken of the Chinese popula- 
tion of the Settlement. 

The Chairman said no doubt the incoming 
Council would take a note, bat whether it was 
feasible or not, owing to the large floating 
population, remained ‘0 be acen. 

9. Dr. Otte was of opinion that ta9 qnestion 
of having a cadastral survey of the Island mada 
was one that should not be lost sight of, and a 
the same time the title deeds of all land on the 
Island should be inspected and, where possible, 
verified, and the own: rs regis‘ered. 

The Chairman thought there would be some 
difficulty about (his, expecially as regards Chinese 
deeds, 

The Revd. G. M. Wales, speaking from hia 
experienca whilst a member of tha original 
Assessment Committee, thenglit that it would 
be found impossible to tax Chinese owned land 
on any fair basis. 

As regards registration of land, Mr. Bowra 
said he thought it would be easy enough in casas 
of foreign owned land or proparty, which wore 
registered in the different Con<ulates. bn‘ it 
certainly would be difficult where Chinese 
were the owners. as whore deeds «xisted and 
were registered, the records were in pozs2esion 
of the Chinese officials in Amoy. 

Mr, W.H. Wallace mentioned that the ques- 
tion of a survey had already engaged the attention 
of a former Council, and that the conclu-ion 
come to was that the expense entailed weuld not 
be commensurate with the banefits to be derivad. 

Dr. Otte quite reslized that there were 
obstacles to hia suggestion but auch obx<tacles 
could be overcome. Apart from the quastion 
of taxing land, sooner or later a new water and 
drainage scheme would have to bo devised, and 
that conld not be dona withont a sarvey, 
However he did not wish to bring the matter 
forward asa motion, but cffared it to the 1918 
Council as worthy of thair consideration, 

10, With a vote of thanks to the: (Chairman, 
proposed by Mr. W.lea, seconded by Mr 
Wallace, and carried unanimously, the meeting 
cloged 

KOLANGSU (AMOY) MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

Minutes ofa meeting of the Council, hald at 
the Board Room, on the 14th January 1909. 

Present :—Messrs. W. H. Wallac: (Chai-- 
man), C. A. V. Bowea, W. Kruse, S. Okuyama, 
W. Wilson and the Seoretary. 

1. The minutes of the last meeting ara read 
and confirmed, 

2, Attention is called by Mr. Bowra to the 
nuisances and inconvenience caused to passengers 
and owners of gigs aud sampans at the pu lio 
jetties, by steam lauache: belonging to warships 
in harbour remaining alongside the jtties when 
waiting for, or after discharging, their pas- 
8*D gers. 

The Secretary is instrocted, when war slips 
arrive in port, to communicata with tha Consul 
concerned, requesting that the commanding 
officer of the sbip be asked to issua such 
instructions as will prevent the nuisinoce 
complained of. 

3. With reference to the application of Mr. 
Wong Ting Sing. to open a pawnshop on 
Kulangsu, the Counc } fires the application fee 
at $100, and the license fee at $25 per qnartar 
(or part of a quarter). The limit of period for 
which all articles are pledyed to b3 threa years. 
All other reguiations to be the came as at 
Shanchai. 

4. The Superintendent of Police reports the 
following cases have been dealt with at tha 
Mired Court since the last meeting :— 

8UMMONSE3. 

Being in possession of stolen property 1, 
Damaging a tree 1, Breach of Municipal 
Regulations 2, Assault 9, Cruelty to animals |. 
Allowing pigs to stray 1, Contempt of Coart 1, 

SCMMARY ARRESTS, 

Assault 3, Damaging property 1, Damagiog 
& grave 1, Committing a nuisance 2, Obstruct- 
ing the Police 1, Theft 2. 
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(FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT.) 
Norddentschar Lloyd for sarvic) at Bangkok, Ea 

DE\TH OF TAB ARCHBISHOP OF GOA. 
| Docks on 


A telegram reached the Colony on Sunday 
present at the linuohing cer «mony were Captain announcing the death of the Archbishop ef 


of India. 
A SUBSCRIPTION FOR THE POPE. 

A priest has recently been asking the children 
Hermeling, Mrs. in the school: of the Colony to make a contriba- 
Sembsll, Mra. Kleds, Mra. Drewin, Messrs, | tion of ten cents a month to a subscription 
Lia Friesland Lamb:irsky, Wandslo and | fund for presentation to the ree a Possibly - 

a 


the priest has a notion that he culcating 
the virtue of self-sacrifice, but whatever sacrifice 
is involved, is sacrifice on the part of the 
rareotsof the children. They are for the moat 


Most of the guests a:sambied on a platform 
at the bow of the good ship which was realy 
to take the water, and at tha appointed hour ! 


Mre. Messner prepared {» perform the part ofa classto whom ten cents is a considera- 
launobing ceremony. First she recitxd ation. This subscription is one which cannot 
piece of poetry ia German eulogistic of | evoke mach sympathy. It would be interestin 


the ship and her batlders. Then the! to see an account published showing the amoun 
sound of a whistle wss the signal for the | of the collection. 

removal of the chocks, and ag thesa were A CAUDABLE MOVEMENT, 

cleared from the rails of tha slips aod the| Oa Sener by invitation of D. Maria Isabel 
ship moved seawatd, Mes. Messner broke a| 4 Axevedo Coutinho, the wife of H. BE. the 
bot'le of wine on hee bow, at the same | Governor, a number of ladies and gentlemen 
tims saying ‘“ Farewell ‘Cyklop,” and the tow | met at Goverament House to consider a suggea- 
boat moved on to the face of the waters | tina mada by Midama Coutinho to form a 
amid graat cheering and much cracter firing. | Clarilable Society with the special object of 
Mra, Messner was then presented with a hand. | 8"ppirting the orphanage work of the 
some gold bracelet, and an adjournment mag! Sisters of the [ta'ian Convent in this 


mada to the reading roum. city. Thase Sis ers have now about 

There, when refreshman(s had been supplied, ' 400 orphans uolee thoie oare, and 
Mr. MITCHELL asked all to charge their glawaeg furd< are graitly meeded to onable this 
and drink to the success of the ves<al jast. work of oharity to be carried on in the 


villages as well as in the City. It is a noble 
wore which appeils etfongly to the warm. 
hearted sympathy of Madams Coutinho, and 
the difficulties of ths Sisters prompted her to 
make the effort to organise help by meana of a 
Chari y Organisation Sosiety. The ladies pre- 


launched. The N.D.L. had given them a daal 
of new work besides that which the Dock Co 
had done for their steamers on the China c ast, 
and he was very pleased to beable to aay that 
so far they had been . give satisfaction 
and meet the wishes of tha supervisors, tha } 
snperintendents and the local agents of the | 87at at the meetiig, whea Madame Coutinho, 
Compiny. He trasted the boat they had jast | ™*ds the proposal, w -re Mesdames A. Wilxer, 
sean tike the water would be a success to the | - Oliveira, A. Sous, F. feels hate L. Reme- 
N.D.L.. and as a tow boat he bad no doubt sh»! dies, A Lobito. F. Loareng>, D. Meneses, A. 
would rand=r gocd service to the Company to L tle, Mice WM. Remotiosand Mrs, 8, Feraandes. 
which she balonged. In prop-sing snocass to; A (Committee of Islies and gentlemen was 
the “ Cyklop” he would couple with ber nama formed and it w 3 decided to naagurate the 
that of the lady who performed the lauach- Society by a fest val on the last day of 
ing ceremoay, ber husband and Mr. von Raigan. Febraary. The pf gramms4 will inolade a 

On the toast bsiog hononred, Mr. von | §eand concert which will take place ia the hall 
Reiaan, in respondiog. reminded all present | of the Leal Senade, the idea of holding it in this 
that vesterd:y was the 27th January and the unasual plac + berag to a that it will 
birthday of the Emperor of (iermany. On that | be 80 extraordinarily gran a er The move- 
acciant they could wish the “Cyklop” doubl- | meat commands yeneral sympathy and will, 
sucoers. In conlusion, he tendered the thanks | doubtless, ba well supported. 
of the Norddeutscher Lloyd to Mr. Mitchell 
on behalf of tha Dock C>. 

Mr. Frresuann then calielon all present to 
charge their glasses for another toast. He had 
heen asked by Mrs. Messner to thank Mr. 
Mitchell for his kind words and beantifal 
present, and would ask thoze in attendance to 
diin«x to the health of tha Dock Co. and 


CO WPANIES 


THE HONGKONG LAND INVEST. 
MENT ANI) AGENCY CO., LD. 


of all thosa connectad with the baildisg 
of (he * Cyklep. " : : 
Whau the teat. had hae drank. MR At the nineteenth ordinary meeting of share- 


‘holders ia (his Company, held on January 
‘28th, the Hon. Mc. H. Keswick presided, other 


GraHaM, the manager of the yard, retaroel 


thanks for the cordial mann r in which it had. sharolicldara: present. being Sic’ Panl Ghater 
been hononrel. It was es af = days of « Messrs E. Shellim, H. P. White. A.J. Re ond. 
Dockyard man's lifa when ho 4iw a ship succass- ‘ wee eee 

fully  wunshed after tha great trouble and A. Fachs, G. Friesland (directors), A Shelton 


Hooper Seoretary), H. Percy Smith, A Haupt, 


au cicty cobuote bart the bari team of ths raed | Av. Parlsas 0cM.-8, Mashado, J. Orange on 


The D ck Co. had one of th: beat staffs io tha 


: F . G.B Ssyer. 
Far Rast, acd it gave him j) sasure to recoguire The oS ocae sand thie aatine g the 
their merits that dav. Mr Graham then healing: callin, 


proprsed the tceast of ta Norddeatsohar The CHAIRMAN said :—Gentlemen, In gub- 
Lloyd, which was daly bonoarcel, and term ; z ’ 


inated th cee lings mittiog th- anoa:l report sad accounts for 
ina the proce . _, i tbe past year [ propose to adopt the usual 
1 The “Cyklop” has s length of 10+) feet; a evarse of taking them as reed, A year ago, my 


bresdtli: “of 20) feat «ahd! a: desught, -0F 1 cod -caseor- in the oliale untamed you thet the 
11) feet. >he bas triple expansion engines; | fo) existing conditions of the property market 
jand a circular boil-r, multitubalar, with a preciaded the Compiny from disposing of any 
working preexare of Lidlbs. per square iuch. | of jy prop-rty, ad I now have to that 


sta'emeat with respect to the period under 
review, bat we hops that this state of affairs 
may ouly be uf a temporary nature, and that 
with a evival of teade generally we may 
ald to -ar auanal p-ofits a retarn derived from 
rales cf prop rty. The amount at present 
warniogs fiom the intrude -s, evled loudly for lnvesteI in mortuage- is 4 lacs ($400,0U\) leas 
assistance, an | as she refused s>k-ep quiet the than io previsus no vante, whilst we have about 
1 meosrre all ged to hava strangled her. The | half a lac ($0.0) more invested in oar 
t polica rot speedily to work after tie report, and | properties thea was the case ja 1906. The 
| an ex-Chingse constabls has been detained on | eff ct uf this is (0 redace the reosipts derived 
saapicion: from interest on mortgages by about $25,000.00, 


A case of auspeoted © urder was report -d to 
the police at Wanohai on Janairy 27th. Three 
men are said to have pained ontranc: into a 
house vea- the Praya East Hot-l, kept by two 
Chinese women, with the ob) «ct of robbery. On 


| their entrance one of the wom-n, in apile of 


Sree 


4 
i) 


* $428,558,0] to $441,086.22, a result with which 


‘end H. Percy Smith, were re-elected on the 


‘the meetiag, gentlemen, and the Seoretary 


80 


but it also reduces the amount payable for 
interest by $13,000. Comiag to the principal 
revenue-earning source of the Company, rentals 
of property, notwithstanding the depression ia 
the property market, we have been enabled to 
inerease cur revenne under this beading from 


I em sure, you will share your D rectors 
antisfaction, and I must point oat that this 
bas been attained notwithstanding thit a 
large part of our espitel stands inves‘ed ia 
godown property in the Eastern part of 
the town, whence the business has teen 
diverted westwards and to the Kowloon side of 
the barbour. The other class of property so 
largely owned by us, Chinese tenement houses 
shows aigns of improvement, the number of 
yacant tenements being less than in the previous 
year, the improvement in this respect basing 
noticeable more in the upper domestic tenements 
than ia the ground floors principally used as 
shops The large first class Huropeaa houg 
properly: which we owao in the centre of 
the bu-iness part of the town is gradually 
filling up and we have now only three floora 
unoccupied. Tha whole of the Company's 
property is well kept up and this accounts for 
the increase in expenditure under the heading 
of repaire. Tho troubles which we hive had to 
contend wilh have been a decrease in the 
Chinese population, the large iucrease iu the 
oost of building, the harassing Sanitary and 
Building lewa io force, and stringent lightness 
of money. When you consider this, [ trust 
that you will find that the Company has done 
satisfasiorily, Before formally moving the 
aduption of the report, | should be pleased to 
anewer any questions. 

There being no questions, the CH -IRBMAN 
proposed the adoption of the report and 
accounts as preseated. 

Mr, ORBAN iE seconded, and ths motion wrs 
carried uuanimously, 

The appointment of Messrs. A. Fuchs, E. 
Shellim «and G. Friesland to the directorate 
was confirmed on the motion of Mr. MacuHavo, 
seconded by Mr. PARLANE. 

Mr. Haupt moved thea re-alection of M ssrx. 
G@, Friesland and A. Fuchs {o the Board of 
Directors. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. SaYER, and 
agrued to, 

The ratiring auditors, Messrs. C. W. May 


motion of Mr, ORANGE, seconded by Mr. Havrt. 
The Coatgman—''hat is all tha baginass of 


informs me that dividend warran(s will b. ready 
on application to-morrow. Thank v.n for your 
attendance. 


—e 


— —_- 


THE WEST POINT BUILDING CO., LD. 
The nineteenth annual meoting of share- 
holders in the West Point Building Co, Ld. 
was held at the office of the Company, Viotoris 
Building, on January 28th. Sr Panl Chat-r 
was in the chair. and there were present Ho. 
Mr. H. Keswick, Mr, A. G. Wood and Mr. 
A. J, Raymond (direclors), Mr. A. Shelton, 
Hooper (secretary), Messrs. J. Orange, Ho Tang, 
J. M.E. Machado, F. Ellis, Ho Kom-toog, G 
C, Moxon and F, Maitland. 
The BECRETARY read the notice coavening 
the meeting. 
The CHAIRM iN said —Gentlemen, I proposs 
that we ahoald take the report ani accounts as 
read. The net profit for the yearis $ 1.821.°4 
against $52,546.65 of that of the previous yaar, 
which will enable us to pay the same dividend 
vis. $4.10 per share and oirry forward $154'.31 
being $22.84 more than we brought forwar { last 
year. The acoounts are practioily identical 
arith tho:e of the previous year, exrcapt thit in 
1907 we expended in the apkeep of the property 
$1632.31 which is $617.32 more than that sp-nt 
under that heading in 19/6. The | -ase of tha 
property has another three yea s to run so we 
may ently expect to be ab'e to pry the same 
dividend which you are now asked to approve. 
There were no questions and th: report an. 
assounts were adopted on the motion of the 
CHAleMAN, seoonded by Mr. MacHaD). 
The appointment of the Hon. Mr. Kesw ok 
to the Board of Directors was confirmed on the 
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Mr. Moxon moved the re-election to the 
directorate of Sir Pan! Chater and Mr. A. U. 
Wood. 

Mr. ORANGE seconded, and the motion was 
carried. : 

Mr. C. W. May was reappoiotad saditor on 
the motion of Mr. Ma TLAND, s-oonded by Mr. 
Ho Kom-Tona. 

The CH\IRM\N—That is all the buasin-ss of 
the meeting. gentlemen. Thank you for your 
presence. Dividend warrants will b» read, to 
morrow. 

THE HONGKONG LAND 
RECLAMATION CO., LIMITED. 


The sixth ordinary meeting of shareholders 
in this Company was held at the Company's 
offices, Victoria fsuildings, on January 28th. 
Hon. Me H. Keswick presided. and there wera 
also present cir Paul Chater and Mossrs, 
A. J. Raymond, E. Shellim and Wo T'ang 
(direo'ors), Mr. M. S. Northoote (Secretary:, 
Messrs. J. C. Peter, H. N. Mody, J. Orange, 
A. Shelton Ho por, Ilo Fuok, Ho K m-tong, 
Lo Cheung-shiu, H. Percy Smith, A. Haupt 
and E, L. Hughes, 

The SeceetaRY read the notice oalling the 
meeting. 

The CHargMAN said—Gentlemen, The re- 
port aul sintsinart of aceounts haviog been 
in yoor kaids for tiw pri ft veek, wea may, I 
think, tike thera ai res. ‘Lbere is little if 
anything in the accoun(s before you oalling for 
comment. The decreas: in inter:st is due ta 
one of our mortgages having beep piid off 
early in the year: a portion of this money being 
reqnired for the works going on in tha reclami- 
tion of Kowloin Marine Lot 49. Tha decline 
in r nts is due, as was explained to y.u at tha 
last general meeting, to the fact of the 
Admiralty having given up their tenanoy of the 
Cual Storage Grounds at Yuumati. the frontage 
of this property b-ing now in cours: of re- 
clamation. This work is nearing completion, 
and will put you in possessiin of soma farther 
429,000 square feet of land. Our houses oon- 
tinue fo Le well occupied, there being very few 
vacant floors in the block, and they are in gord 
repiir, No giles of land hava been eff. oted 
during the past twelve months but soma en- 
quiry bag arisen for one of your Loland Lots 
which your Directors hopa may result ia a 
sala, Meanwhila we are able to maintain our 
divideud of 7 p:r oon! the payment of whioh will 
absorb some $6 ',4:41.00 of the balance brought 
forward from 1906, and to carry forward the 
sum of $287,410.04 This gives a guarantee of 
a like dividend for some years {o coms andit 
will bx within ycur recollsction (hat it was 
with this end in view that. your Directors 
carried forward at the end of 19 )5 the substantial 
sum of $383,000.00, Bet ra formally moving 
the adoptionnitha report astooes ai's T gall 
b3 pleased to afford any fuarth>r information 
that may be desired. 

No questions wers asked. and the CH \IRMAN 
moved the adoption of the report and accounts 
as presentad and circal sted. 

Mr. Waurr seconded, and the motion was 
agreed to, 

The confirmation of Mr. F. Shellim tothe 
directorale was agreed to on the motion of Mr 
ORANGE, seconded by Mr. PETaR. 

Mr. HucHes moved tha re-elec'ion of Wossrs. 
E. Shelim and H: Tung to the Board of 
Direotors 

The motion was seconded by Mr. H opar 
and curried. 

Messra. W. H. Potts and A. O'D Goardin 
wera re-appointed auditors on the motion of 
Mr. OB ANGE, seconded by Mr. Pereér. 

The CHitgwan—That ia sll tha business 
of the meeting. gentlemen. Thank you for your 
attendance. Dividend warrants, as usual, will 
be ready to-morrow, 


THe CHINA PROVIDENT LOAN AND 
MORTGAGE COMPANY, LIMITED. 
The eleventh ordinary general meeting of 

shareholders in the Chiaoa Provident Loan and 

Mortgage Company, Limited, was held at 

the 2ffices of the (teneral Managers, Meser<, 

Shewan, Tomes & Co, on Janairy 29°b. 


(Febeuary 3, 1908. ; 


Messrs. J. S. Van Buren, Chow Hing-kee 
(Consulting Committee), J. A. Young (<eore- 
tary), J. M. E. Machado, G. C. C, Master, R 
Hancock, J. McCubbin, E. W. Terry, Fung 
Wa-Chan, U Pui-oo, U Hiog ki and U Poi-yan. 

The SECRETARY read the notice convening 
the meeting. 

Ths CHatrwan ssid—Gentlemen. The 
report and accounts for the year 1908 rave den 
in your hands fer some days so with yoar 
permission, w+ will take them as read on this 
occasion. You will have seen from them that 
we ars able to pay our naa dividend of eight 
per vent and add 86,0) to the Reserve Fund 
after writing off $i,0}0 from our profi:s to 
meet depreciation of securities, This, I hope 
you will agree with ma, is a very favoarable 
esalt in avery nfavoursble year for basiness 
lhroagnoat the Colouy. As you kuow failures 
in Chinese commercial cirelss hive bren nam- 
erous and our busioe:s of makiug loans hea 
required more thaa the usaslamuuat of thought 
and consideration. Whether you choose to put 
it down t1 good lusk or good minagement the 
fat rem ios that we havecome off «xceediagly 
well in the mi‘tar of bad debts ina yoar of heavy 
loss and unsa‘isfactory trade all rouad, oor 
do any of the loans now in our books 
give us any particulier anxiety. Ta regard to 
the aco mutts it is of course regroltabls that we 
have to provide 39 much to cover shrink1ge io 
valaa of oar iuvestm ints, bat as you all kaow, 
we ars not singular ia this respsct, all stooks 
and shares havi ig suffired from the provailiag 
dapressinn and dropped t> figac s muzh below 
their normil va‘us, Oar bol lioga of Lich: aad 
Power sharas however show a profi; at $6, thoir 
average cost b-iag about $5, aud ia ref or moe 
ta these sharas [ would like to expltin that wo 
did not specially select them as aa iovestm sat 
for oar reservs, but they osm iato oar poseds- 
sion as the outo»me of our trinsactions witb 
that Company, which resu ted very protitsbl 
forus Hating t.e siates thas on oac hands 
we earmarked them to the Reserve Fun', batif 
we bai had any choice in the matter wa shon'd 
have chosen a les: spocalitive and more eas ly 
realisable xtook for L1e parpos». lowever, We o1n 
mak: bettar use of tha money ia our ordiaary 
business, so wa h venow, as yoo will autios fru a 
the bilanoy shaet, withdeswu the shires from 
the reserve, and will disp »se of them from tims 
to tims s quickly as possidl.. ‘ 

You will see that in accordince with the 
de:ixion ams to atthe meeting of 26th October 
last we hav; purchased the propsrly knowo as 
the Po On or Ku g Yik Golowns for 3850,0 0 
p'us $4250 Court fees, legal expeusea eto. 
From all wahave seen of the business ao far we 
ara quite wall pleased with i's prosp ‘ota and feol 
aitisfid that ws have mide a very good bargain 
ia your interests, for anyoue who know: anuy- 
thing of the value of properly ia that dis'rivt 
will tell you that the prios prid it a vary low 
ope. To cover inte-esto1 the ost we have a 
’ gteady inooms from storage, which, we feel sare, 
we can increase. I need not enlarge upon th; 
alvant go of vow having the goods upon 
which we ma'@ advances in our own oare in 
our own godowax~ To provi e for the puc- 

| chase of tbis prop2rty th» psid up capital of 
| the Compinoy twas increased ¢) $1,2°0, 00, ta 
accordance with the resolation passed oa - 6th 
October laxt. 

There is only one other matter to which I 
think I msy refer and that is the low market 
prios of uuc shares, It is not a mitter that 
comes within tha jurisdiction of the general 
managers bat my attention has beea drawa to 
the poiat by slsrehollers who have asked me to 
give you my opinion at this meeting All [ 
oan say ia that I consider the shares are quoted 
at mach b-low t oir real value. Itis not as if 
oar profils were problematical or oar business a 
speculativy on». All oar advances ara covered 
while in ‘he case of Provident Loans the in 
of sxcurity inoreases with every tannthly 
payment. Atthe most the gr-atest risk yoa 
ran isof an erroc in jadg nent oa our part ia 
advincing too mach on the secarity offered, bat 
conaideriag how our advances are ‘cattered the 
risk io that way is reduced to a minimam, 
and s> far, although lowes are to b: ex ected ia 
evary busines:, oars have beea fow and far 
b-tw-ea and very slight at thet, I have no 
d sire to boom the Company’s shares fur that is 


\ 


motion of Mr. Onanae, s-oonded by Mr. Ho' Mr. R. Shewan presided and there were also | an operstion that always recoils on the heads of 


Tusa, 


present Mr.H P. White, Dr. J. W. Noble, 


Directors an agers, nor can J pronounce 
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an opinion as to the true market value for that : 
depends on supply and demand, and wa ali know 
that the dathand te poor jast now. but if you 
will see that intrinsically the shares are worth 
on 8 division of the essets at least $11 each, 
and if you will remember that {hose assets are 
liquid or easily realisab'e, aod not sunk in plant 
and machinery or unsaleabla stock you mast 
agree with me that ours is one of the soundes! 
stocks in the market, and should certainly be in 
better request. I shall be pleased toanswer apy 
questions shareholders may wish {o ask. 

There being no questions the CHAIRMAN 
moved the adeplion of the report and accounts 
as presented. 
¢ Mr. Master—Muay T eecond that motion ” 
And may I say on my own b-half that I listened 
with great. pleasure to the Chairman's address 
and I think shareholders must be pleased to 
hear bis views as to {he soundness of the 
Company. Personally I always wondered how 
it cou!d come a smash except by extremely bad 
mapagement, and I would certainly not do 
Messrs. Shewan Tomes and Company and par- 
ticularly Mr. Robert Shewan, the injagtice of 
thinking they could not manage it. 

Mr, SHuwan-—-Thank you. 

Mr, Mastar—I have always wondered why 
these shares have stcod so low because, as Mr. 
Shewan says, we have not got our capital sunk 
in some particular business with large xtocks and 
machinery which one day minlt Lecoma neetess 
owing to improvements. I personally thiuk 
this isacompany in which the witow and orphan | 
might put their money and feel fairly secura, and | 
I am very pleaeed Mr. Shewan has rather opened | 
outin his remarks es it will give shareholders | 
confidence, and J thoroughly believe all he says. 

Tbe report tnd accounts were (ben adopted. 

Mr. Macwabo proposed the re-election of } 
the Consulting Commitiee, with the addition 
of Mr, U Poi-on. 

Mr. Fone Wa-cHUun «sx condd, and 
motion was carried. 

Messrs. A. O.D Gourdin and W. H. Potts 
were re-elected auditors on ths motion of Mr. 
McCoussin, seconded by Mr. TERRY. 

The CHAIRtMAN—That is all the business, ; 
gentlemen ; dividend warrants are now ready. 


{he ; 


AUMPHREYS ESTATE AND 
FINANCE CO., LJ. 


The ordinary annual meeting of Humphreys 
Fstate and Finance (o. Ld. waa held at the 
Company’s registered officer, Alexaudra Build. 
ings, on January 3ist. Mr. H. Humphreys 
presided, otber shareholders present being J'r. 
J. W. Noble and Messrs. A.G. Wood. H. A. W. 
Slade, 7.8. Van Buren, Ho Tang (director), 
E f€eth (secretary), J. A. Jupp, J. M. k. 
Machado, A. H. Onugh, H. Percy Smith, J. W. 
C. Bonnar, D. E. Clark, F. W. Stapleton aud 
Captain T. Hall. 

‘Lhe notice calling the meeting having been 
resd, 

The CHAIBMAN  ssid— Gentlemen :—The 
report and statement of accounts having been 
in your bands for scme days I will, with your 
permi sion, tale them as read. ‘I'he properly 
market during the year under review bas been 
dull and lifeless, and with theexceplion of a few 
choice positions at Kowloon, a downwaid 
tendency has been manifest all slong the 
line with the reeult that for the first 
time for five years we have to come | efcre 

on with praotically 1o profits under the 
heading of property sales. The three prinoipal 
factors which have, in our opinion, brought 
about this depression are :— 

(1) High rate of exchange which must and 
does autoratically affect property :n this Colony. 

(2) Bad trade generally with its usual accom- 
peniment, lack «f demand for accommodation 
cf every description. 

(2) The hareh Sanitary Jaws which have bad 
a most prejudicial «ffect on preperty in this 

- Colony, especially ‘ binese properties. 

Exchange has, for the time being at least, 
fallen and signs are not wanting that before 
long trade will revive aud some of (he Sanitary 
laws which have pressed so hardly on the 
community, be ameliorated. The present on‘- 
look, therefore, though it cannot be said to be 
bright, so long as the supply of eccommodaticn 
of all kinds exceeds the demand, yet is far | 
from being without hope. The completion of 
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CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REFORT. 


81 
the Kowloon-Canton Railway and the Hankow [ _ ASSET, $c. 
Canton Railway must, it geems to me, bring a Value of bonta .. Vsieisle vet da SSe ved edaiee) Yetta eetlos 260,616 77 
considerable amount of new business to this aeeuiel acer ‘ep - a 
port, Ifench should preva to be the case, | Pipes ant atacine ne pei 
leave it to you to judge what the effect wonll | ear... rioclibadeelush tote shes Sagcsaiay a" BO0.00 
be on the general n-aaperily of Hongkcng- Sundry debtora 0000 ec ceeeceee cee cee 6,517.06 
And when [ say Hongkong I mean you share. | Hongkong hank, fired deposit ................. 15,000.00 
holders. for it would ba impossible for the a sel Ls leer pay ecnsieuass aeewee ahs 50.10 
Colony to make any material progress without aatrat bankers and in hand... sess 12,758.85 
property and incidentally yonr-elves being 084.63 
beneficially affected. Que or {wo of you PROFIT AND LOR® ACCOUNT vo 
may ure thi< a8 an argument why tha December 81at. $ a 
Board should niilise the fand at credit of | T, conaulting committee and auditor's feca 800.00 
cqualisation of dividend account for the} ,. depreciation of gear... ow. 79003 
maintenance of an eight per cent dividend, | .. = .. Pipes and staging ........ 6 6.23 
bat I would point out thnrt. it is impossible | - had debta oo cece cceeee tee ceeee es 40,20 
to maintain such a rate of dividend witbout | - bslance sS 37 589-49 
property sales, and as thera may be ao 
interregnum of (wo or three years ite any ila 
perceptible improvement takes place your Dires.- Ry halance brought forward .. ..... eeceeeee 8 9349.91 
tors and General Managers consider that] ©. ae ot working accoant ...... 0.0.0... ea 
this Fund cr a portion of it may be . interes fh Bee heg Ses Basel see gates. weeaales cease S 
required for maintaining the dividend at | °° banster foes Poss! 
seven per cent, Turning to the aconunts $2)),758.95 


you will observa that the amonnt invested 
in property hag increased by $179,882.20 againat 
which amounts invested under the heatiogs of 
mortgages and accoun(s receivable have 
decreased by 83193862. Rents and interest 
show a mre or less corresponding increase 
and deercaqa respectively, Tha [nenrance 
reserve tucd has inereaeed Os S756 which 


Jrepreseits the calaa of atpiced tire risk« ander - 


written by yourselves. I lave nothing farther 
loadd, Lat if any Shareholder has any questions 
fo ask [ stall be pleased fo answer them. 

No questions being asked, tha CHAIRMAN 


; Moved thal the accounts, ax presented, b+ adopt- 


ed, and passed. 
Mr. Bonnak secouded, and the molicu was 


carried unanimously. 
1 


The CHAIRMAN propesed tha ra-electian of 
the retiring cirectirs, Messrs. A. (}. Wood J. 


Scott Hiraton, H. W Slade, J. 8. Van Buren, | 


Ho Targ and Dr. J. W. Noble. 
Mr. UGH seconded, and the motion was 


! carried, 


The rliriog auditors, Mesera. W. Hulton 
Percy Smith were reelected an 
the motion «f Mr. Jurr, -ecouced by Mr 
STAPLETON, 

‘Tbe CHAIRM .N—Jhaticall tha business of 
(he mee‘ing, geotlemen, (hark you for your at. 
tendance. Dividend warra:t<« ain cow ready, 
and cau be obttined at the ¢ hice, 


UNION WATERBOAT COMPANY 
LIMtIED. 


The repit for presentation to the share. 
hol-ersat thy third ordinary anoual meeting 
0 be beld at tha ¢ faces of Messrs. Dodwall & 
Co, Ltd., on February 14th reads :— 

‘She Geueral Managers have now the plassare 
to lay b-fore (he sharebolders the accompanying 


statement cf acceunts for (he peried ent ing - 


ol-t Decamber, 1907, 
ACCOUNTS. 


The balance at the creda of prefic and fox 
account after writing off 8729.05 for deprecia 


lion of gear, $6:°"'.23 for de reciation of pipes ; 


and stsging, €4'.2U for bad debts and pruviding 
$-00 for fees to consulting committee aud 
auditor, and including $349.9] brought forward 
from last year, is $27, 44.49, which it is pro- 
posed to appropriate as follows : — 

To write cff the value of th- boat< 812.616 77 


‘l'o pay a dividen- of 5 per o-nt 13.86 1.40 
To carry forward to new account Mt 
Total . $27 SX9 49 


DopweLu & Co, Lrp. 
General Managers. 


Bacascs SHeet 3let Deumber. 197. 
LIABILITIES. 
Share Cayital. 
Authonacd — 
fey shares of $10 cach £501.00) 
Ianoed : — 


27,733 alares of $10 fally paid 277 2.00 
Sundry creditors 4S lo 
Balance prvit aud luxe scovant U7 DAY 
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CHINA ASSOCIATION. 


The annnal maating of the China Aasocialion 
wae held in (ha City HOM on Javusry 30th 
when there ware presa't Mr. A. GQ. Woed 
(Chairmen), Hon. Mr. BK. Osborne, Hon, Mr, 

1 Tf. Keswick Moesra. G. H. Medhaorst, BH. E, 
| Tompkins (committee), A. Consland (seoratary), 
| Murray Stewart. J. W. C. Bonnar, A. Forber, 
W. Parline, F. F. Mackay, J. D. Auld, E. G. 
i Barrett and Captain Lloyd. 
| The CHAIRMAN said—Tha report for the 
| past twelve mooths which we have to prerent ta 
; you ix bat a short one, tha year, so far an regards 
questions with which this branch of the Asscoia- 
tion concerns iteelf, having tean an uoerent(fal 
one. I am eorry that the anonal report of 
the Head Office of the Association is not yet 
forthcoming, so that wa miss the correspondence 
and information explaining what has been done 
daring tha year. QOnar accounts show a 
moderata exp-nditare, and we carry forward 
a fair balance of fonds, but thie caanot 
alwayn be the case, a8 we may, as has 
happaned in former years, find ourselves com- 
mitted to a larg-r expenditare in connection 
; with the werk of the Aseociation. We would 
therefore welcome a considerable increase {a oar 
1 memb rehip. now (Oia namber, aod would invite 
presant members to ase their inflaeuoe amongst 
their friends, and find as recruita amongst 
them. Our sabecription of $10 per annoom 
i< not a heavy tar, bearing in mind what are 
the aima and objecta cf the Arsociation, 
| aluo the fact that the larger our roll of mem. 
lhers the greater the weight with which we can 
‘apeak. I will beicfly refer to the various sub- 
jecta dealt with iu the report. As regards the: 
“S-inam” piracy case, wa have to regret the 
| pesition maintained by our Choverpmeat im 
declining f+ <anpoct the clyim for e-ps quential 
'“os<: failing that, it is more to the point fo flod 
; that, after waiting for eighteen monthe withor’, 
"apy pretence of saltlemeot of admitted oF ing 
! by the Chinese authorities —daring whi time 
- also numerous cases of piracy on t'.9 Woat 
| River waters have been reported, ov; Minister 
al Peking, aided by the Admiral o-. the statiog 
| who has shown great interest in thig matter, 
jhas taken ap 4 stronger stand, the result 
| being the onderstaoding with the Walwu.- 
pu, by ae of which them waters heave 
besn patrolled by British war vegsels, not 
to be withdrawo I hope and believe, antil all 
| claims hare bren settled, and the officials heave 
' provided the means and have given an earnest of 
their intention to provide for the safaty of the 
trade ov, and navigation of, the Weat b iver. 
According to recent information {bese measures 
have been successful. Our ships have heem 
withdrawn and I hope there miy be no 
occasion for them to retura to those waters 
It is to be noted that so long as negotiations 
were apparently being bandied biokwarde 
and forwards between Peking and Caatoa, 
the inhabitants of the Lisog Kweag 
vincea, aad tneir « ficia's also for that er,. 
did not seem ¢) concern theesselves mech 
about what went on im the West River 


bat po soooer did arreagement with 
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the Waiwupu become known, than a series 


of agitations, which may have been more or lesa 
in earnest, were set going in these province a, and 
we have had an unwelcome display of hostility 
to the foreigner and all his werk, and of inanb- 
ordination to the Central Government, which 
has been maintained in spite of prcclamalions 
and edicts denouncing and condemningit. The 
representations mad« by the Society againat 
the establishment «f Opium monopolies on 
accountof the Chinese Government have thus 
far been so successful that nothing mora has 
been heard abent them. The Government! 
appears to be quite desirous of carrying ont the 
suppression of Opium smoking, with vurying 
results, according fo the aseistance it has frem 
the local authorifies. The end in view 
may be best alfatned {Ir ngh the reeont 
agreement between the British and (‘hinesa 
Governments, which provides for a parallel 
reduction in the growth of the poppy in China, 
and the importation of the drug from China. 
Very serious interes!s being at stake if is im- 
perative that the fulfilment of the former, the 
more difficult of these obl'gatiors, shou'd be 
carefully watched, iofurmation as to which 
should always be obtainable frem cfficial and 
missionary sourcer, and the importation re- 
gulated accordingly The gradual extinction 
of the Opium trade, even at the cost of it to 
Indis, will be in satisfaction of a large body of 
public opinion ; it will remove a cinse ¢f may 
misrepresentations; nt ‘here will remain the 
question how far the suppression af one go called 
evil will make room for others. The important 
question of the successor (uv the presen! Jnspector 
Genoral of Custome haa bren dealt with by the 
Shanghai and J.ondon Committees, who have 
had oursupport. Inits present pen pesition it 
does not apperr desirab'e that it should be 
forther discussed. J reed not have referred to 
it but that an impatation of unworthy motive on 
the part cf tha Shanghai Committee lias 
been recently made in ong of ovr newepapers, 
and repeated in a more objectionable way 
yesterday, I amsnreit is not necessary for mea 
to state that that Committee, in fulfilment of 
what they felt fo b+ 2 most unpleasant duty, 
would certainly subordinate cansile-ations of 
persoa tothatof quolification for this import- 
aut sppointioent. The correspondenca we 

blish about the Tientsin Post Offiea 
illastra tes the loss that is being inflicted on this 
colony by the recent decision of the Postal Cone 
yention in Rome. It falls heavily on us at a 
time of present aad prospective financial 
impairment, and it may lead to a revision of tha 


facilities now afforded by our pat cffice 
through its brarches at other Treaty Torte 


than Tientsin. Vhe Imperial Government io 
making this concession to the importunity of an 
enthusiast, has(aken little account of th- lose 
it would inflict on, atany raf -, one of the Crewa 
Colonies, and wa might rea-cnably expect that 
our annual loss, whatever il may be, shoud he 


allowed as a set off against the military 
contribution which is snch an onerans 
burden on our = finances. 1 have re. 


marked that the past year was an uneveul- 
ful one for us, but wa are s0 infimately 
bound up with Chioa (lat we must naturally 
follow, with grea‘ and sympathetic inter:s', the 
strivings of its Government an! people to find 
their plac: in the midst cf tie sferdile iu 
creasing pressure from (he world outside them, 
and this we may do without indulging in anch 
comparisons between Chinese and foreign 
doings and methods as wre made at a recent 
social meeting of the Association. What may 
really be tuking place within thg walls of 
the Forbidden City can be known bnt to 
few, but enough tranapires to indicate that the 
impelling forces of progress and reacticn ac 
doing their work there as much as everywhere 
else. Much has been heard, during the year. 
about Constitutional Goveroment and repre- 
sentative institutions, const: ucted more or less 
on alien, that is Western systems; when one 
would, perhaps. rather have learnt. thal the 
powers that be in China were deriving inspira- 
tion from their own pest for the lines on which 
to reorganize the Government of the country, 
for there was undoubtedly a period during 
which China reached a bigh scale of civilization 
and prosperity, and that was under what appears 
fo have been an essentially democratic form of 
government. One phase of the new movement 
gan hardly commend itself to us, and that is the 
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eesti“ 
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epirit of hostility to things foreign whioh is 


being displayed in so many qnarters It may b> 
ascrib d to several canges—amonest them 
remembrance of many incidents of the dealings 
of foreign powers in China, viewed ia the light 
of the growing feeling of nationality-—-ta the 
result< of the system of. edu-ation abroad af 
the bulk of Chines: students, which appears 
g: nerally t- hava tended loss (o impart practical 


the ° 


knowledges euch as would now bof grea! value ; 


to the ecuotry in 
in‘Instries aud public works than to promote 
study and epeculaticr, a conrse whicl. p'aces 
the stacent cut of feuch with bis sarroand- 
ings, aod leads ta anch reg ilts as sfi:] wa aasin 
India 18 well ag China, an ill considered striving 
affar foreign ways, onl an imps‘ieoee in sub. 
net ing fe flem. There muet alse b- taken 
into account the strong provincial 


the development of ita: 
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it may ba necessary to over-state it, bat, making 
dua allowance for this, I think it is rather 
a pify that in endeavouring to secure more 
generona treafmeat for China he should have 
opeved himself t» the accusation of displa ying 
so-pticism of an even more deplorable hind 
than that of which he complained—want of 
faith in the ideals which inspire Weetorn 
thought and Western aotivities ia these regions. 
For this reacon [ listenel to his s eech with 
some‘hiog like dismay, and for thP reason [ 
wish you hed daalt with som) of ishose points 
which, as Mr. Gaudry said at the, time, are 
liable {o misconception. For iastan os, it might 
hav» heen well to point ont that the failares 
and tha shortcomings among ourselves to 
which Dr. Morrison drow at‘antion, are deplored 


“and enndermned by home public opivion eqaally 


spirit - 


which is showing it-elf so hostile -n maty pla-es ' 


to the Central Goveromert, notab'y in conace. 
{ion with the West River affairs, to which I 
have already alluded, sleo with the Cha.iang 
Railway Concession, which lad to tha recant 
abortive alfempt to boycott the Hongkong 


and Shaoghai Bink in Shanghai, ad 
with mining and railway concessions 
elsewhere. Tha worth of all thie, for geal. 


or evil, we cannot easily estimate, but one of its - 


aims woald appear to ba to create difficulties 
bet ween the Imperial Garernment and foreign 
posers als  b teen tle Pmperial and Provin- 
cial Authod ie. The motemeut is ineetiog 


with strong condemnation in [mperial edic's, . 
and it would be a good thing if the Govern. - 
me t shon'd succeed in limiting tha e@ mani.’ 


festa‘ions ta reasonable criticism and oppasi 
tion. Were the Chinese more folly advised 
they would appreciate how largely British 
capital acd enterprise have been ivs’rum -ofal 
in prem-fiug the internal develapment of 


other States the warld over, they woald welcome ° 


instead of opposing theic employment; it would 
he to their own ullimate advantaye and that 


this truth may become more evident to them is ! 


one af tha be:t hopes we can ente tain for the 
country [have now ooly to move that the report 
and acconnts be adopted. 

Mr. Mcrray Stewart.-I imagine that 
crditary members who have read the aonual 


; pons which he put 


report will hava noticed. with approval, the | 


reatraipt which has characterised the utteranc-« 
of the Committee during the past year. To 
many ways it hag baen a memorabla \e-r. 
stir created all overthe Fas’ ag a resnit «f the 


la e war, the rapid expansion of new political) China 


forces in tha' uoder-world upon whose thin 
crust the Weat maintains a precrrions fo t 

ho'd~ unrest in Fgypt, sedition in India - 
everywhere “the tum of mighty workings” 

thee things hava marked tbe p-riod and msd- it 
eminently atime for r--adjus'ing iather than 
for pr claiming views, That vou, at any rate, 


The: 


| 


believed this is clear from the absence in the: 


published carresp ndenea of ccommuoication 
dealing with the general aspect of affairs, 
Fividently it appeared to you that fur as long 
a« perplexity held the accredited authorities 
on China discreet]. dumb there waa no 
reed fur expressions of opinion on the 
purt of the representatives of the Britieh mer- 
cintile comma ity. But silence has lately 
b-en broken in a manner eumewhat sfartlog to 
those who are accustomed fo foll-w closely Far 
Eastero affairs. ‘Two of the recogoixd |-a lers 


4 


of opinion, one in Eogland and cne in Americs, : 


have made each a big effurt t change the cur- 
rent of thought. I need bardly say that I 
allude to Arthar Smith s new book and to Lr, 


Morrison's recent epeec’. Jo sime il may 
secm that the time fer aluding to the ' 
latter has gone by. [ cannet share thit' 


viw. [twas po lght after-digner yl-asaatry, 
I: was a deliberate blew s'rack at the old order 
of ideas. cat of whic .in Dr. Morrison's ep oiou, 
the situation Las grown I bappeued to by 
present when it was delivered and partic pated 
io the seneation which it crested at the moment 
[t was iostantly recognised as a challenge to 
these who are inclined to reccits with caution 
the news {bat the Great Wall of China‘s pre- 
jadices has fallen down fla'. A circamspact 
attitude is natarally sot ancommono at 
home among old Cains bands who have 
perbaps heard news of the sort b-fore, bat it 
struck Dr. Morrisup as scepticism, and he 
did the best with all the foros of bis wit and 


with :imitar failure elsewhere. ‘The point to 
mike ia tbat (here is no siga of snch condem- 
nation in Chin', The standards are low, 
ideality ix lacking, ign orance prevails, The 
propaganda of the Weat seeks to remedy these 
evile, fally aware that per eovion does not 
reign in Europe, but not therefore in hy poorisy, 
as might be supposed by any anintelligent 
Chinese reading pirts of Dr. Morrison's speech, 
and not realising how much of it was spokea 
in jast. I wish you had tried to make that 
clear. Dr. Morrison cannot complain if even 
his occasional spseches should be taken thas 
ericnely When he speaks the world I'stene. 
The grat position that he has woo for him- 
aelf carrias with it that peroaps rather hea 

penalty. What he said was well enoug 

anitad to the oceasion if it had begun and 
end-d there, but it was the apprehension that 
what he said would be reproduced in the native 
newspapers all over Chins which created 
doubts in more miods than one as to ite wis- 
‘om De Morrison spoke approvingly of the 
political knowledge and insight of the editors 
af thera ne wepspers ; it ia to bs hoped that 
their honesty of parp 18 will have led them to 
1+ siet tha temptation to use some of the wea- 
into (heir hands Io 
pirticnlar IT thought it uanfortuoite thit he 
ahoald bave reamed to encourage the ory of 
“. bina for the Chiaess.' Used in a general 
way the aepiration commands sympathy, but 
thera ia no injnatios ia withholding sympathy 
when the cry is iatarpreted, in his own words, 
t> maio—“‘China to baild ber own railways, 
tadevelop ber own mines, to take an {interest 
in the managemeaot of her own Customs." 
bas neither the man nor the 
means to build har own railwaye, (0 develop 
hee awa mines, ta administer her own Castoma, 
‘To encourage her to try ix te ensure delay, to 
arrest developman', to impair ber oredit, 
locreased facilities for communication is China's 
gre tee! economic ueed. It is also one of 
her gre.test political neede. The sooner 
riilways are built the more rapidly will hee 
pover ba coneo'idated, The davels ment of 
her mineral w-alth would provide her with 
the meacs of paying for administrative 
aod other reforms. These are self evident 
traths, aven to tha Chioesa. What is bidden 
from them is that any necessity extats 
for expedition in these matters. \ Hetle 
more than a year ago [ went ap the liae, 
which had beeo startad from Canton with the 
iden of soma day reaching Hankow. As far 
as | cao learn here. aboat foar miles bave 
h--w laid since then. Atthis rate-of progress it 
will inke two hundred yerrs to reach Hankow. 
The plain fect ic that China is notin « position 
to undertake railway eoterjrises of aay magni- 
tale and to pash them forward qaiokly, sad 
cinnotat all davelop her own mines withoat 
foreign assistance’ This opiaion does not 
imply any assumption of supsriority. In these 
matters weare marely ahead, that is all, We 
con'd beip, we coald save time. For that 
reason [ welcomed your cococlading re- 
marks, snd I hope, no vatter how faint- 
Iv, that they may have some effect. The 
eff-ct which we should all wish them to 
have is that they may sasist in those develop- 
me .ts of the sitaati on in South China which 
corspir with time and the good hours to per- 
soad« those responsible for the construction of 
‘he Canton and Hankow Railway that far and 
away the best thing thet they can do is to band 
over the work to a British contractor and to 
allow him to build it as it ovald be built within 


weight to obliterate it. In order lo state a case thenext twelve years. The Chineso ought to 


February 8, 198. | 
know by this time that they have nothing to 
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vative instincts and sume sentiment toward our | 


fear from the «mployment of Britist capital in | established institutions I have witnessed with 


an undertaking of the kind. 

It is satisfactory to know that the hope 
expressed in the report, in connection with the 
‘Sainam” piracy, bas already been fulfilled , that 
the claim supported by the British Govern 
ment has at last been paid; and tkat the pa- 
trol haa been withdrawo. ‘I'he thanks of tte 
community are due to the officers for having 
dealt tso'fully with a delicate situation and, 
over and above them, to Admiral Moore, 
whose (o-operation evsbled diplomacy to ter- 
minate a dispu‘e which for loog had 
seemed interminable ‘I'he firmness eventually 
shewn by the Jmperi«] Chinese Government in 
the affair, when their arrargement wth the 
British Minis‘er was opp sed by Iecal anti- 
foreign agitators, merils favourebls comment. 
It adds one more to many siy nificant ir dications 
of the struggle going on between Peking and 
the provinces. Eveuts in Chekiang supply. 
another. That tbe Central Government 
should thus prove its desire {o keep 
faith with the western powers, and in tha 
strength cf that desire should iocur the 
not inconsiderable rieks attendant upon streined 
relations with the Provincial Anutborifies 
is a striking circumstance when we recall 
the contrast offered by the reverse position in 
1900—tha Central Government ranping amok 
in aiti-fcreign frerz- and the Pravincial 
autborities saving tie ri uatieu Ly refusing 
obedience to lwperial kdicts. Anotuers'riking 
circumstance is that (be map whois now trying 
to govern effectively from Peking was then a 
Provincial Official and the one who, probihty, 
did more than any other {o vestrain the 
fury of the court and the fanaticiam of the 

ople. I refer of course to Yuan Shi kai. 

he opinion was widely held at the time that if 
he tad Jed bis-fine troops to join in the attack 
on Tientsin the forrign community there and 
the Legations at Peking, would have been wiped 
ont. In tbat event it might never have 
been }nown that a famon: sketch of Ir. 
Morrison being boiled in <i] was not made 
by an eyewitness andthe ‘Daily Express: 
correspondent mivht now be occupying the 
osition of a bighly reap cted and accurate 
historias, in place of the author of “‘ Icd'screet 
Letters.” By sittiug resolutely on the fence in 
Shangtung, Yuan earned the good opinion of 
a}! foreigners and it is almost entirely due to Lis 
influence that tcan at all truthfully be anid that 
China has sincerely tried (o exjia'e ber great 
international offence. Gratitude suggests that 
foreign opinion should be very ready to assent to 
any reasonable action calculated to “save bis 
face” and increase his inflnence and this 
makes it dificult to oriticise adversely Dr. 
Morrison's suggestion (hat the time has coma 
when our {roops might aafely be withdrawn 
from the North. This is primarily, but by po 
meens exclusively, a mitier for the Tientsio 
’ Branch to pronounce upon, It would bo interest- 
ing (o learn their views. But anyone is free to 
hold the cp‘nion that the great rge of the 
Empress Dowsger and the uncertainty «-f what 
is going to happen next make the p-op-sal 
remature, This was yet another p-int 
in Dr. Morrison's speech which might 
have been fittingly dea't with from the Chair. 
But, after all, the fact that bis manifesto was 
delivered as a quest of the association makes 
official criticism a little awkward and possibly 
accounts for th- distance of your allusion to 
it Even rs a privafe member I have found 
it a most distasteful task, for I still think of 
Dr. Morrison in the terms in which he 
was descri'ed, amid applause, at a previous 
dinner of the Association.—“The sturdy 
champion of Briticth rights.” I have 
tried to say thus publicly only what I said to 
him personally a few days ago. I sincerely 
regret that he is not near at hand to reply. I 
am able to state authoritatively that the correct 
version of Lis speech is that which appeared in 
the “ London and China Express."’ A reporter's 
error in the much—debated passage on 
“China for the Chinese” led to the bitterest 
criticiams which have been levelled at him. 
These have often been unjust. I hope mine 
are net. One m re point. I am glad that ycu 
saw fit to allude to the impropriety of certain 
utterances which have disfigured the editorial 
column of the “Daily Press.” In company 
with many other old resideats having conser- 


regret more than ona departnre from the tradi- 
tions cf sober criticism and ma nerly con 
traversy which formerly characterised that 
paper, The worst instance occurred yesterday 
in describing tha Committes of the Shanghai 
Branch ag a ‘monkey cliqae.” The raproof 
that you administered waa clearly called for. 
I conclude as I began by cong:atulating tlhe 
Committee on tbe work of the year, ag epitomis- 
edin the brief report, and second the motion 
with mach pleasure 

The report was ananimonsly adopt d. 

Mr. ForsBks moved tha re-ealeo: ion of the re- 
tiring mmitiee, Wr. A. G. Wood, (Chairman), 
Hon. Mr. Ifenry Keswick, Hon. Mr. F. 
Asbarne, M esr:. D. R. Taw. G. A. Meadtnest, 
H E. Tomkior, and A. &. D. Cons'and (Hon. 
Secretray). 

Mr. Mackay seconded, and the motion was 
carried unsnimously, 

The CHAIRMAN—That concludes the bnai- 
ness of the meeting, genllemen. Thank you 
for your attendance, 

Following is the annual report: 

The last raport was issued in Decamber, }908 
acd the present is intended to cover tha period 
from then antil 3lst December, 1917. The 
qnestions which have occupied the attention of 
tha Committee h va not baen of an momantonaa 
ele ract-r:a those deal with last y-ar, and to a! 
realex ent tha work has consiated in giving | 
anr support and influence to rapresentationr 
mada by oth r branches. The London Com- 
mitfee bave uct followed up their plan of laet 
year of isening »n interim raport; there is, 
therefore at{ached to this report co: ias of such 
correspondance exchanged during t'e year as 
may be of jofe est to our members, The follaw- 
ing ora the principal subjects which have coma 
before the Committra :— 

“SAINAM " PIRACY, 

Early in the yaar a communication wae re- 
ceived that. the British Government had, after 
consideration, “eclined to sapport the owners of 
the “Sainam™ for consequential damages arising 
out af the Chinega piracy of their veesel on 
the 13:h Jniy, 196. This decision was received 
with moc regre’ by tha (‘ammittee, as it was 
felt that anly by enforcing an indemoity com- 
pansation conld the Provincial Authorities ba 
indnead fo taka grins measures {o suppress the 
piracies. 

Tn consideration of the fact that the British 
Foreign Qffica took. a lenient view of the 
Chinese Government's responsiblity in the 
matter, it is not eurprisi:g to find that the 
em1ll claim put forward for actnal damaga done, 
aud compensation for death and injarias, is still 
outstanding. The circum:tance tears ont all 
previcus experience of Chinese official tactics 
and justifies the arguments croployed by ng io 
representing the case fo the London Branch. 

Now if only remains to hupa that the exp-- 
dient of pl ciuga pafrol of British gunboats and 
destroyers upon the Delta, aulil satixfaction for 
the outrage tas been given, wil indnea the 
Chinesa autborities to take up a lass nbetina’a 
af(i ude tawards this particalar claim and to 
provide against any recarra ce of the troubles 
which led to if, 

COMPANIES (TRRATY PORTS REGIST- RS) 
ORDINANCE, 1907. 

At tha suggestion of the Stanghai branch 
repreeantations wera made to tha Jocal Govern- 
ment for s-veral alterations in the proposed 
Ordinanos, which bave been practically adopted 
in the Ordinance as passed. 

OPIOM MONOPOLY. 

A letter was received from the firms inlerest- 
ed iu the Opinm business ca'ling atiention to 
the fact that monopolies wera being established 
at Nanking aod other places o contravention of 
clauses V and X of the Treaty of Nanking of 
1842. The Shanghai branch had already des- 
patcbed the following telegesm to [ ondon on 
July llth; —“ Are informed Viceroy of Nan- 
king arranging Opium M-nopolv account 
Chinese Government. biog Axsociation 
Shanghai without expressicg opinion opium 
question desire, strong protest Foreign Office 
against m nopoly. Apply David Sasso n & Co, 
fu'l pirticulars.” The committee resolved to 
wire Losdon supporting tha Shanghai tele. 
gram and also to suppurt the local | hamber of 
Commerce in the action they were taking on the 
same lines. 


INSPKCTOR GENERAL HIP OF CUSTOMS. 

Io view of the reported retirement of Sir 
Rebert Hart and the appointment of bis 
sncoeesor, this committie joined with the 
Shanghai branch in representiog their views 
{o the London Committee. 

TIENTSIN POST OFFICE. 

On the threatened closure of this office by 
tha Hongkong Government a communication 
was recrived from the Tientain branch of the 
China Association, askin g this committee {o 
petition agaiust such closing, cr at any rate to 
ask for an axtensixn of time until the outward 
mails bad arrived which were posted at the rate 
applying to tha British Empire dependencies. 

The Committea were informed by the 
Government that the reason of the closure was 
a fiuancis! one, as the estimated loss would be 
about $7,(40-o year, and it was felt by this 
Committee that it would be unfair to the Hoog- 
kong taxpayers to ask them to pay this loss, 
the moro so as the Hongkong post office would 
probably losa $100,000 by the recent decision of 
the Postil Congress to raise the weight {o be 
carried for Id. to 1 oz., etc. It is satisfactor 
to note that the Tienfsin Municipal Council 
has guaranteed the deficiency for a year, and 
that the office is to be kept open for that 
period. In the meantime the Tientein branch 
is bringing the matter before the Imperia- 
Government with a view to the latter making 
youd uny deficct ant ia thiy they bive been 
ascar ad cf the support cf this Lianch. 


CH AIRMANBHIP, 


On the depirture of Mr. Murray Stewart for 
homa in April, Mr. A. G. Wood was eleo'ed in 
bis plica. 

COM MITTEE, 

There hare been several changes in the Com. 
mittee. Mr. W. A. Cruickshank left for home, 
and Hov. Mr. Henry Keswick has taken bis 
place. The Committee now consists of Mr. 
A. G. Wood, (Chairman), Hon. Mr. Henry 
Kegwick, Hon. Mr. B. Osborne, Messrs. D. R. 
Law, G. H. Madborst, H. E. T'omkins, and A. 
&, D. Consland (Hon. Secretary). 

ACCOUNTS. 


These show a cr dit balance of $368.42, 
A, G. Woop, 
« hairman. 

Fellowing are ext-acts from the correspond- 
ence ay panded : 

Uf. B. f. Consulate-General, 
Canton, Gth Noremb:r, 1906. 

Sir,—I am in receipt of a despatch from 
Hf, M Miuister to the effeot that he is instructed 
by the Secrelary of State for Foreign Affairs 
that yeur Company's cla'm for $150.00, the 
estimated consequential loss owing to the 
piracy of the «s. ‘“Sainam,” cannot be sup- 
ported. A claim for your direct losses and for 
those of passengers would however in bis view 
be reasonable. 

I am inatrneted (0 ask that as far as practic. 
abla vanchers or ¢ riified copies of vouobers 
should snpport each ifem, and would therefore 
aak you to sapply these together with daplicate 
copies of y ne cl«<im on the lines Isid down by 
Sie Edward Grey. The Chinese passengers’ 
claims shou'd be carefal'y investigated as you 
do btloss know from practical exprrience that 
io such mittersit is customary for natives to 
claim much more than they expect to receive.— 
Iam, &o., 

R. W. Mansriecp, 
Consul General. 
W.E.UuL‘ske, Eaq, Secretary, 
Hougkong Canton & Macao Steamboat Co., 


Hongko 
H. B, M. Consulate-General, 
Canton, 6th February, 1907. 

Sir, -Ref«rring to your letter of November 
15th last, I beg to inform you that I sm in 
receipt of a telegram from H. M. Minis‘er at 
Peking to the effect the H. M. Principal 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, after 
consideration of the representations made by 
the Chioa Aseeciation snd the Hongkong 
Chamber of Commerce, is unable to a'low the 
claim for consequential damages. 

I am instructed therefor+ to proceed with 
the presentation of the claim on the lines 
communicated to you in my letter of Novem- 
ber 6th last.—~—I am, &o. 

R W. MassyisL~, Consul General. 
W. E. Crags, Beq, apr phan 
Hongkong, Canton & Macao Steamboat Oo, 
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THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


Letters about the threatened opium monopoly 
bave already appeared in our columos, und the 
Tientsin Post Office qus:tion has al-o had its 
details ventilited, but the following looks ! 
fresh :— 

Colouial Secretary's Office 
Hongkong, 28th November, 190'7. 

Sir.—Referring to your Irtter of the 26th ! 
instant, I am directed to transmit the anc'osed | 
copy of a stitament, which was forwarded to | 
the Lientsin Cramber of Commerce on the ltth | 
inatant, showing how the estimated deficit on 
the working of Tien(sin Post Office bas heen 
calonlated. 

The Military cwntributiou levied on the | 
receipts from the office has not been includad, — | 
Tam, &o., : 

FL H. May, Colo id sceretury. 
The Secretary, China Associa‘ion. cS 
STATEMENT. | 
Revenue. 

Stamps, etc. based on return of Ist \ 
eight months of 1907 chk ok . $6,168 

Estimated decrease due to action «f 
Rome Convention in raising weight 
from 15 to 20 grs. aud 2nd rate U cents 
instead of 10 cents taken at 3U per cent, 1,{!85 | 


$4,633 | 
Estimated increase of busincss 10 percent 463 | 
on 
Eependiture, : 
Personal Emolu:ments 84,608 | 
Other charges ee eed AE ee 6a) 
Share of stalionery, cost ofsiampr,etc, iu 
Transit on mails t om ‘Jientsin, based 
onactnal returns... ee ee ee ES 
A) Cost of transit for msils from Shang- | 
bai to Tientsin tirough Chinase Post | 
Office, which would be saved if there 
was no British Post Uffice et lientsin 3, G! 


x’ 
, 


$13,886 
Reduction on ‘ransit rates due to ac- 
tion of Rome Convention principally 


on (A) .. 1 Nya 
812.686 | 
Increasn of business ... Hd j 
Sea 

12,536 


Loss if Military contribution is vot taken iuto : 
account $12,536 --$5,"86 = 7440, 

Tf Military contribution is taken into account 
loss is given by (x + $5,096) (1—20-100)=$12,536. 
Loss $10,574. 


LADIES’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting of the " adies Borevalent | 
‘grateful appreciatioa of the very generous 


‘Bociety was held in the City Hlall on Jan. 0 b 
Mr, Murray Stewart ; resided, ofliers present ; 
being Lady Berkeley oud Mesdam:s Mar, ) 
Hickling, Turner, Atz.t.son, Peter, ~utherland, | 
‘Jordan, Voretzsch, Polloce — (sceretary), 


Chatham, Buvbury and Miss Fletcher, [lis | 


Lordship Bishop Lander, Hon. Dr. Athin<on, 
Hon. Mr. E. Pecllock, 


(, H, Hickling and Dr. F. Clark, 

Mr, SrewartT—\otice of ilas meeti g was 
duly given, avd the committee now submit to 
members the aunual repert, which, as it has not 
been circulated must now be read, but b fore 
reading it I will tell you of the objects of the 
Society :—The Hongkong Benevolent Suciety 
was founded in September, [&8%, “fothe purpose 
of rendering assistance io cases of sickness. wan’, 
poverty or distress arising from time to fitac 
amongst petsons other than members of the 
Portuguess cr Chin +e community in tke 
Colony”. 1t isan attempt to introduce methcd 
and organisstion into our charitable efforts; 
and to secure by careful investigation of all 
cases that Lelp shal chiefly be given to the 
most needy and the most deserving. The 
relief given varies with the individual cases. 
Some are cranted passage money fo enable 
them to get back to home lands; some are 
helped to pay their rents; certain children, 
left orphans and desti(ute, are being maintaia- 
ed at schcol; employment is found for not a 
few who have been siranded in the Colony; 
and a little temporary assistance ix given 
to many, helping thom through a orisis and 


| 


“sae aa lie enesidars 


allowances bave bean mada for fh use ren* to ald 


Consul-Geueral ; 


“Wilder, Revs. F. T. Jobnson, J. HL. Fraucs, | 


sometimes towards a fresh start ia life. The 
incom - of the Society is derived from sabccrip- 
lions and donations. ‘he co dition of member- 
ship ix the sabseription of $12 per anuam. 
‘Lhis gives the privilega of recommending cases 
for juvestigation by tha committee. Any sam 
paid ‘o the secretary, other than by waz of 
subse iption, is deemed adonation. A donation 
of not lass than S50 entitles the donor to a life 
inembe-rhip of the Society. A ganeral m ating 
is he'd cuce a year to receiva reports, elec! a 
eoma ittes for the ensuing twelva months, 
aud disense generally the Seciaty's interasts. 
‘The Cominittes meets on the first Ta-sday of 
e:ery mouth, aud algo specially wheo required, 
for the di-charge of tha fanctions of the socia'y 
as above outlined. 

he CHAIRMAN real the report, extracts 
from wuich are as folluws :—During the year, 
fifteen applications forassis‘ance were madetotha 
Committes and twelve of those who applied re- 
ceived help; oither with money, board and 
lodging, work found for them ia the Co'ony, or 
their passages paid to various placas where they 
bad friends or promise of employment. Thir- 
teax other cases received relief through the 


Res, J. Hf. Fraaca, M.A., Seamen's Chaplain, 
to whom tha thanks of the Committee 
are again fteudered for his most inovala 
able help in investigating casas, and = reo- 


dering immed ats, tanporary assistanc’, to 
in newt af this [ha 
Society tas p il ter the sipyort and edacation 
of five chi dren during the past year and mo :thly 


and deserving people. Two girls having 
finisted their education writs expressing their 
gretiinie for all the Society bas done fir tham 
The saciaty has d-alt with over 1750) cases since 
its est blishment in 13°6,) The esasntial object 
is to reliewe Chose who have thn strongest claims, 
the really deserving cases of want and sickoaas, 
{o relieve old age, care fr. and elucata, 
young children deapandent ou the Society, 
and also when possible to belp the erring aud 


| {bag: whe hace falleo info bid ways to make a 


freeh start and do batter things. ‘l'o do all 
this wisely and conscientioasly,+ach casa must 
ba personally investigated by members of the 
Committ e, <r the Referenca Committee, before 
help ix yiven so as to avoid the danger of ma! 
tiplying a; plication~ for relief. Should sub- 
scribers wish for more particulars the Hoo. 
secre ary will ba pleased to gire further 


details, ‘Tle thanks «f the Committee are 
due to the St. George's A.D. for Stas, 
the proceeds of a performance given for 
ths bencfii cf the S ciety. Also the Com. 


mitiee bave again mort c-rdially to thank the 
managers of the various steamship c.mpinies 
who have so kindiy responded to their appea's 
for reduced pas:agex for many of their appli-- 
an{s. ‘he Committee desire to express their 


donation of 310.000 to the funds of the Soci -te 
wh'ch has been made by Mr. U.N. Mody. This 
sum hes basen invested io lonzkoug Clad 
Debentures, and is called “ The Mody Trust 
Fund,’ and accordingly brings an avouasl income 
ef $71 to the Society. Thers ix ample ac ope 
i rte empluymen’ of this additional revenue 
in the furtherance of the work, and while grate- 
fully sackcowledging this generous gift the 


Committ-e sincerely bop: that presat 
subscribers will continuy iheic sapport as 
iu past years; aod that new members may 


be added tw the list, fur alUiough by the 
gift the funds may not he at such a low 
ebb as in the previous year 190, whe the work 
was seriously cripplet by lack of funds; the 
Burypeao populaticn is iocrvasiug aad the 
Society needs all the help and support that cag 
be afferd-d to it la meet the demaads for ant 
assisiance ts carry on the work salisfactorily. 
In conclasion the Committee wish to counts 
thank +l. who have helped them duriag tue 
past year, and lope that all the resideats ia 
Hongkong wiil take an interest ia the Society ; 
nut only by subscribing money but by mentivon- 
iog to the Hon. >ecretary or any other msmbers 
of the Committee names and addresses of par 
sous who need help -and by sympattising with, . 
aud supporting thy attempt which has beso 

made to iotreoduce m-thod and organisation 

into our charitable efforts The Committee 

alsy desire tv thank Mrs Sauaders aod Mrs. 

Thompson for the work they did during the 

year. 


| 
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Mr. Stewart ,then continued—This report 
will, Limagioe, satisfy ord nary members of the 
Siciety that it aims and objects have ben 
jadiciously sarved by the outvoing Committee. 
{ take it that nothing need bs said by me to 
rec »mmend it tothe favour of thove present, but 
if, through the colamas of the looil press, its 
contents shonld reach a larger andienca, it will 
remiod them uopleasantly of distress hovarin 
in one midst in ga‘ses which render it diffloult 
and perplexiog todeal with. Misfortane is not 
a chearfn! topic, aad in our present easy environ- 
maut of abouading creature comforts the mere 
thought of itis apt to be regarded as an unowel- 
come iatrusion. Hare the saying ‘that the poor 
ara always with us’ loses force. We seldom 
wilness signa of actnal want. We ere not 
hauntol by hangry looks. Ind gence hides its 


head. Saffering shrinks away. I speak of 
our own poor, of cours». They are seldom in 
evidence and, inasmach as the argument 


concarning that which is not seen is apt to 
ba tha sima as concerning that which does 
no' exist, we are all perhaps liable to grow 
a littla heedless aod to pursus our avo- 
cations and relaxations without indulging 
over much in reflexions such as sre forced upon 
onr notica by a report of this kind. A perusal 
of it serves, ia any 189, to show that thore is a 
regrettable need for the existence of the Society. 
I hope that soma of thoss who ought to belong, 
and who do nat, will ba reiched by the accouat 
of beuefieant activities aod induced to join. 
Most of them are, | imagine, mirely vamiadfal 
of the n-et. In the d-licate mstter of dealing 
with the cases which come bafore the 
Committe: rare quilities are reqaisite. Most 
af us, I fancy, would not care to take over 
our share of the c:mmon responsibility and 
parsonally attend to it. Few things ara more 
hatefal than to refuse help; few things more 
anooying than to bs imposed upya. Conseqaenlly 
it isa great relief to b» abla to refer impor- 
taii'y to sums constituted authority qualified 
by patience, tact and kindaess to offloiate, and 
those members who, like myself, are merely 
pas<ir+ assisters, owe a debt of gratitule to the 
Committee and to their active belpers for taking 
our charity off our hand«. Satisfied that the 
o:dinary m«mbers realise this iadebtedaess and 
fully appreciate the value, ia oare, trouble, aad 
anxious tiought, of the work done, [ con- 
fidently recommend, and now formally mova 
the adoption of th~ report. 

Mr. Puttocs s-conltyd, and the motiin was 
carried. 

The CHAIRMAN then read the report of the 
guaraates scheme for 1907 as follows: Daring 
tha pist year the oalls made upon the 
guarantors were comparatively few in namber 
and in nearly one half of the cases the moa 
were not long ont of employment, and were able 
aut of their advances lo pay their own eXpunses, 
thus relieving the guarantors of all responsi- 
bility, In all, saven c1ses were, alter carefal 
investigation, admitted to the ben fits of the 
aheme. Of this onmber four, being sailors 
were sen' to the Sailors Home at West Point 
[uo three of these cases work was quickly foand 
and the men obtaining advances paid their own 
expeuss, ‘Ihe forth had to wait a long time 
and the guarantor was called upon to make 
u, a deficiency of more than for'y dollars. 
{hres mea who were not ssilors were 
taken into the Seamen's L[astilute at 
Wanchai. Ooe man very quickly got work 
aad has sinca refunded the amount $6.90 paid 
for him. ‘T'he other two, dsspite every eZort, 
wore for nearly seven weeks dependeot upon 
their guarantocs and a heavy oull had perforce 
to ba made upon those gentlemea. Looking 
bick apon the year there is goud reason for 
thioking thit the scheme has beea on the whole 
a good thiag for the wae [t has helped 
men to help themselvas aad pat them in the 
way of getting omployment. Concluding he 
said: [ have been asked to appeal to gentlemen 
‘o come forward as guarantors as those provided 
aoder the soheme or thase who formally stood 
guarantor have sbont rao throagh. To 
persaade others to come forward I will be very 
glad to lead the way myself (applause). I now 
mre Liat this report on the gasraates sob mo 
bs adopted. 

Mr. Pottock secoaded, aed the motion was 
carried. 

The CH\IBMAN pruposed the election of tho 
following ladies te the committee—Mesdames 
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Peter, Sutherland, Jordan, ‘Hickling, Vore- 
tzicb, Pollock, Siebz, Banbury, Clayson, Pem- 
berton and Hanocck. 

Dr, ATKINSON seconded, and the motion was 
carried. 

The CHArRMAN then read (he following letter 
from Lady Lug-rd:—‘* Dear Mrs Po'lock, 1 
will with pleasure become pstronesa of the 
Benevolent Society, and if [ can be of any use 
to you in that position I hope you will never 
hesitate to refer to me. Yours very sincerely. 
C. E. Lugard,” 

This was all the business. 


CORKESPONDENCE. 
“CHRISTIAN SCIENC .” 


{TO THE EDITOR GF THE “DAILY PRESS." | 
: Hongkong, January 24th, 

Srz.—The fact haa just been brought to my 
notice that my name bas been used over a cer- 
tain care in “‘ Christian Science ’ circles, 

It is averred that I stated definitely that o 
certain lady, not at present in the Ccleny, could 
never alfain maternity ; and credit ig taken for 
the fact thxt the lady did becoina a mathor 
after Joining © C‘uristiau Science " circles. 

The latter fact isa rource of congratulation 
to all concerned, ‘lhe fermer ela‘emect is on 
absolute lve, I write this to prevent the Public 
being further misguided in this Colony by state- 
ments which are perversions of the truth. 

My mouth istealed as to the actaal ects of 
the case by the ueual professional confidence. 
bat this much I will say —I informed the 
lady's husband ani the lady herself that nature 
in the form of msternity conld + ffect as cqually 
gocd cure in ber ailment as surgical intervention, 

I write this in justica to the Public, in 
justice {o the Medical Prof-ssion, and in justice 
to myself.— Yours faithfu'ly. 

G. MONTAGU HARSTON, 
President of the Hongkong and 
fonth ‘Chica Branch of the 

British Medical Asscc ation, 


(To THE EDITCR OF THE “DAILY PRESS." | 
Sir,—If, as is asserfed by @ Chri tian 
So‘untiste,” and wax so strongly emphasised by 
Mr. Fluno yesterday afternoon, that the all. 
powerful influence of the teachings cf ‘ hrig‘ian 
Science” removes sickness without tha nae of 
drugs, and cleanses from sin; what « ffect hag 
it upon dirt? Do “Christian ~cientista wash 
themselves? If yes: why’ If 1.01, why not? 
Surely it should be much easier to remmne a 
superficial layer of d rt and grima from the body 
without scap and water than fo remove a cancer 
onre fevers, or mend a broken Ieg at ony siiting 
without the use of a knife, quinine, or splints 
It seems to me that the whole thing is | ke 
Mr. Fluno’s “Leo'ure,” piffla.— Yours faithfully. 

NO. SCIENTIST. 
[A oorrespondent, writing on -ths Clnb 
notepaper, and omitting his name, asks if Mr. 

Dunn applies C.8. {reatment to dying trees. ' 


[ TO THE EDITOR OF TME ‘DAILY PRESS."} 


81r,—The lecture on Thursday evening on 
“Christian Science” remiuded me of a des- 
oription of Scienoe by the late Professor Huxlay. 
Boience, he declared is nothing at all if it is uct 
trained and organised common sense. | went 
to the meeting with a mind opeu {o oonvictiou 
and lietened to the lecture with closs alteution. 
I left th building thinking how admirably Mr. 
Fluno bad su-oceded in demonstrating the new 
science to be “ nothing at all.”"—Yours truly, 
UN ONVERTED. 
P.8.—Yes, I agree with you that the lecture 
was a farragoof consense - perhaps the greatast 
ever devised {o puzzle the wit of man in the 
history of religion: charlatanism. 


(TO THE EDITOR OF THR ‘DAILY PREssS‘"’ 


Sre, —If I had sny suspicion that you had 
misrepresented the intellectual status of the 
Christian Soientis's, (and I confess I had a 
little) it was completely removed by the lecture 
which I heard last night. 
out insult to intelligcnoe, punctuated, you 


Hongkong 2ird January, 108 
[TO THR EDITOR OF THRE “Miiny pores! 
{ 
[ 
\ 
| 


It was a long-drawn. : 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


| perhaps noticed. by group after gro-p of andi- 
| tors leaviog at regularand bri-f interval: I 


‘ havo attended many public meefiogs, and never , 


hefore saw so many people get np and ve ont 
frem one, showing tbeie impatieres and disgnet 
asthe peopia did in this cise. To respe ‘folly 
| endorga your oomme-ts in the mornine's paper. 
— Yours truly, 
AMAZOD. 
King Edward Hotel, Janu ry ¢th, 


| 


ITO THR EDITOR OF THE “DAILY pross. 

Sir,—Mr. Flano told as last night that the 
“finite sensa" cannot compreliend (‘hristian 
Science; it requires “understanding.” How 
doeaa finite being acquire this iofivile un- 
derstanding ? 

There may ba rerifusin vino. Drak or sober 
hanged if | know what was meant by Mr. Fiano. 
Are there any sana whodo know * 

You know my failing, sir, aud will «rouse 
it — Yours truly. 

{ SILAS WRG 
Hongkong, 2th January, 196, 


;TO THE EDITOR OF THE “DAILY PRES .* 


January 2ttle 
Sir,—The® loop-the-laap " Jacturer stated in 
the City Hall that he puts the Bible b-f rs 
Mra. Eddy's book. He alsa qn ited frealy frem 


it. Towards tha and cf the lecture be fald us 
thera was noaky—“‘no aky was created, he cates 
thera wasno sky, —or words to that effac! 


| What avout the Oth 7th and Si vepane of 


firmament and (cd made 
ment... andcalled thea firma ent Hever 27 
1 Yours traty, 


thea 


OLR TH -DON 
purpose can uew 
served by |. tting this « Tregpondence coutinue, 
and will publiih no more, Corresp-ndents 
pleasa ote, We hope that readers who may 
ereounter any tIacal of © hiristian 
Science" freatment children will 
municate cenfidentially with us or with the 


Police. — Fin) 


Wai fear no useful le 


CASES 


of 


come 


Heal Qnar'ers Offic, 


Frk,—Withireferanca ta vane persgeaph on 
to-day'« issue harded & Militare Seindal the 
form of “ Notice to which vou refer igavea lable 
for any lecturer or pubd'ie entertainer whos ix 
courteous enough fo sand to 
invitation to a 
Yours faithfully, 


tha tra ps, 
gra‘uiious encertaioment 


aon 


Ro JL.RO SS, Magor. 

DAA. & QVLG. 

[We are obliged for this information, whieh 
may later prove to be valu-ble to grat titeus 
entertainars.— Ep. | 


THE KOWLOON RAILWAY. 


TO THE | DITOR OF THE “DAILY PRESS” 


S1R,—Our railway qu-stion is cemiug cn! 


Tho information elicited by the ancofcial em. 
bers of the Legislative Council is inter: sting, 
if unsatisfactory. For tha first time the pullc 
is iuformed that the original estimate tar tie 


conrtruction of thae 22 miles cf railwiv wis 
LASHCOG Tt was anticiprted that th- lise 
weuld be made in three reirs. Now if apy eurs 


that the c¢ st to the Calony will be ab at ane 
millien sterling and the line will not b- con. 
pletcd for another 2) y-ars. 

It is the vame ald story lvery Crown 
Colony which bas a railway, les asimilar tal- 
to tell; and in Sir Frank Swettauham's b ok an 
“ British Malaya” 
told bow it happens. 

The Colonial Seeretiry informed the Hon 
Mr. Oxstorne thit the Governor coutrols the 
It wou'd bs in‘erecting to lear 


the pullio is iuteres?:pgris 


expenditare. 
from the Governor on that point. 


Swettenham, with experience ax a Colonial | 


Governor, writing on the constructi n cf 
railways by the Crown Acents sar-:— °The 
advaulage of this eyrtem isthat the line is mad. 
—io time—and neither the Celoov’s  Cuief 
| Engineer, nor i's Govervor, or its Executive 
or Legislative Coanci!, bave auy real respons- 
ibility for the work, even though it takes twice 


tha Ist chapter of (ienesis, * Tet {here ha a! 
firmia- | 
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as long to cons‘ract as the time originally 
estimated, and costa {wica ag moch,’ 
One further extract: “ As the Construction 
, Fogineer is serviog his masters in England 
and not the Colonial Government, it is diffoult 
tointarfere with Lim ; and asthe Colony bas no 
concern with the railway until it is finished 
and banded cver, it is no one’s business to 
ercticisa, ... It might almost b: added that 
unless a man beliava in the system faithfully he 
cannot be sived. ” 
Further discu-sion of oar owm particular 
railway question should prove extremely in. 


teresting.— Yorurs traly. 
A READER. 


THE “RAT STOPPERS.” 


22 ere 


[TO THE EDITOR OF THE “DATLY PRESS.”] 


some criticism of those preposterous so-called 
rat s{opp2rs which ornament the ropes of 
steamers at the wharves. Inenhated io the 
Board room, as uaually happens io desigos of 
such origio, they are of n9 use whatever. I think 
T may claim as long an acqisintance with 
wharves and steamers as any one around and [ 
bava tevar yat, fo my recollection, seen a rat 
making use of such a mode of transit. Why 
should he’ Mus raffucis a gen‘leman endowed 
with a large amenit of common sense, If ho 
watta (o go ashore, which I thiak as a rule he 
doesn't, as a comfortahla berth on a steamer 
mart he much fo his likiog and “a life on the 
(ocean wave” sgreca wilh bim just as well ag 
, one on the ‘ dull tama shore,’ he has many 
[wave ¢f doing ao lesides trusting himself on 
thea ‘path p-rilous of a swinving wire rope, 


1 
S1r,—I am glad to see again in your colama 
| 
{ 


(rat pemaysa don't tronb'a him, Tle ig a very in- 
cons}icuous obj-ct on a dirk nizht and with 
the steamer close alongsids of tha wharf fenders 
he can choose his placa of exit. It ia a fanny 
exhibition of common sense, to see, on the 
arcival of the steamer from Macio, the men 
a‘lemniy advancing tha haweere with these 
deuble erded tramhone eantrapti o-, for a two 
hours’ atay in bread sunlight. 

T was cnee fined ten dollars for heinous 
neglet cf thic important and indispensable 
precaution The callons minions of the law 
ep ttcd my defanlt and althongh uoofoially 
charroterising it as “damned ronsange,” baled 
me (metaphorically) bafora the Jnatice and I 
was mulcted the above amount. IT have no hard 
feelings towards t'e magistrate He was young. 
‘lis not to reason why;" it was the law, and 
though I share to a great ax'ont the opinion 
of a late eminent parochial funtionary on the 
subject tha law had to be obayad. Beside the 
Colony, the only benefloiaries have been the 
brass man, makers and repairers of the 
aDparatu:, who have had‘ No.1 good chano3,"- 
Yours etc 


C. V. LLOY|, 
SALT FISH: A SUGGESTION, 


‘T) THE VDITOR OF THE “DAILY PRESS.”] 

S:r -N w (hat our Governor, Sir Frederiok 
Lagard. ha« breached tha fishery question, why 
co: fine it to freah water ? 

By all mains let as have oir fresh water 
ponds etacked with trout, for everything that 
add< ti the a joym-rt and roreation of the 
reaide..ty of thi« rithar restricted Col ay is 
worthy of all encouragement But why confine 
cor ¢fforts to fresh water which, after all, is 
very limitel For anm: resson or other our 
fishing isa failu-a in these waters and although 
th re are pleaty of ficb, ateong hefty fish that 
ought to giv~ pl-aty of sport, thay won't take 
any lure that the foreigner may use. It is 
parh:ps too much fo expect that the waters 
ef the Colony to bi stacked with tarpia or 
bixss or other gam fish, but the fisheries 
"of thes save i< a thing worth looking into 


dir brauk ard ane of grast p tential wealth to tha Coloay 


To a sha'low «a like tha (hisa Sea there 
mat ba an anlimited supply of splendid fith 
wich i< practically ant-nch-d by the local 
fisherman, who-w rau:e, after all. .s very ocon- 
floed. 

With beam trawle, fish cirriars and cold 
storage the radius of the fithing fleet might be 
exteuded. There are grvat stretches of geato 
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~~ em WA: Of OE Lee eee 
the Fonth, alo on the coast. {o the North, never « 
visited by a fishing fleet. I know the fish in 
their migration visit our Tlongkong wa'‘ers but 
they are like the snipe—here to-day and away 
to-morrow. \ 
That the fi-bing question is worth looking ; 
info Iam firmly convinced. ‘Chere is practically 
an unlimifed demaud for fresh or salted 
fish in the Ccleny and Cauton, and I fee! 
sore it weul-l be worth having the loan of | 
an expert from (le Fisheries Hoard at 
home for a year or two to report on our aea 
fish, their migration, habitat. and the prospects 
of introducing new varieties, as lag bean done 
by the Uni‘el States aud Arstralia. L bste-s, 
for insta: ce, aught to do well cn our rocky 
coast and, with a nursery in one of our qniet 
bt ya, should ba fairly plentiful in a few yairs. 
Fresh water fish cullure after all dovg not 
concern us so much as az iodus(ry, as we lave 
no ponds ¢ryjlaces tuilsbl+ for making pondsy, 
although I am informed it is a vary profitable 
industry in China and that ‘la d" under fish 
psys better than under rice. 1 have lately seen 
during my elooting (rip near * watow large 
ponds drained ard ‘ tons aid tong” of fish 
captured which wera leg thatfa year old. ‘here 
were a's bracding por ds where large fish could 
be recn jumping 
That fish eulfu'ein Ching ign large industry 
there is no doubt, ard if ira a sabject well worth 
investigating, perl rp::o! so muck for oursel ver 
—asour fresh water is so limi‘od—but from 
the point of view of (hose clonies blessed with 
]«poons and largecxpansa f fresh water. 
Should the Coloniil G.vernment decide to 
devalop ils fishing industry, I euggest that. the 
Jian: of an expert. frash f om the international 
fishery b-ard [?| be had (o investigates and rep irt 
on a subject of euch great potential value to the 
Colony.— Y ours (ruly, 


A. E. A, 


COMMERCIAL. 
—~o- 

The Kube Market Report, published under the 
direction of the Kole Forciyn Board of Trad + aad 
dated Kobe, Hiovo, 15th January 19s, states — 

IMPORTS, 

Cotton.—American.—The year opened with 
“forward” widdling at YAT.A0. bnt fluctuations 
during the fortnight have been butt slight, closing 
at Y38. Spinners are inaintaining an indepen- 
dent attitude in view of ample suppties having 
been secured during the financial crisis in New 
York, and in consequence are not prepared te 
entertain business for the titme beine unless at 
comparatively luw rates. ‘The absence of fresh 
transactions is doubtless attributed to that reason, 
There is no change te report inv spet which 
remaing nominal at YOt ta Yetoo Indian, 
Business has been diffieult owing te lech rates 
ruling ag compared with Chinese quotations, 
“Spot” continues dull due ta large arrivals of 
Chinese cotton, Closing: pices are: Broach Y3u: 
Akola Khamguin Yzil: Bengal (new) 123, 
Chinese. — Fairly Jarge sales have heen put 
through in both “forward “ and © spot "in conse. 
quence of comparatively law rates raling. * Best 
closes at Y27.25, “ Mediuin " at Yus.75.  Shart- 
ings, Cotton Cinods and Fancies Waorsteds and 
Woollens,—No improvement te record, Metals, 
Market unchanged. Sugar —Heet.—The firmer 
tendency is waintained. Cane —Kaw. -The mar- 
ket continues firm, Muscovades hasis polarisation 
96 per cent. colour average 12) DS. is quoted 
yen 6,25 per picul ex ship. Osaka Retiued.— 
There is a pead demand for sugar required for the 
coming old style New Year, and the market is 
strong. On the 7th instant the Osaka Refinery 
sold 22,000 bags, at auction, prices realise t 
shewing an advance of from 28 to 7H sen on these 
last recorded. Rice.— Market quiet. 

EXPORTS. 

Copper.—Though London calues have advanced 
recently business locally is impracticable, the 
ideas of Japanese sellers being still tuo high 
Some transactions have taken place for Caleutta, 
Fish Oil—Market unchanged weak and dull, 
no transactions reported. bhice.—Market firm. 
Cotton Yarn.—Somie business is reperted. Vexet- 
able Wax.— Market unchanyed weak and dull. 
Matting.— Deliveries huve generally been better, 
but prices have remained unchang:d and the 
market closes firm. Straw Braid.—A weaker feel- 
ing prevailed during the period under review and 
prices were comewhat easier fur wost descriptions. 
Chip Braid..—Very little enquiry existed for this, 
and quotations were slightly lower during the 
past fortnight. 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


OPIUM, 


Honakona, January, 31st. 


Quotatians are: ~Allowance net to | catty. 


Malwi New ....... oe FAW) to — per piel, 
Malwa Old ol, £NR) ta — dau, 
Malwa Older 2. £1020 ta — do, 
Malwa Very Old £150 ta da. 
Persian Fine Quality sor) te — da, 
Persian Extra Fine 0 §861 fa -- da. 
Patua New vee SURG te peer chase. 
Patna OW oo. 885 te - der 
Benares New ...... 2 SINT te -- de. 
Renares Old oo Lk = ta — val, 


PIECE Goons, 

Feom Messra. Hhert & Cota Weekly Market 
Keport, dated Shanghai, January Y8rd, 190K. — 
Huziness will practically be coneladed — this 
week until after the China New Year holidays, 
many of the nore imp ortment merchants having 
already left Shanghai for the country. At the 
close the qmarket is atrong fer varn end Jaw 
qualities of shirtings, but while the advance here 
is wraduaally drawing our market chaser tee the 
basis of Manchester Jittees, Chere are few eases in 
Whieh huyers duwve net te enleulate upon a further 
wiiferial advanee here hefere they can see their 


ewh tmettey baek at eurrent mites of exe hanes, 
Fuad creeds there dea letter feerliter, Vet cle thers 


hesitate: ber poy the rates aekes] by e-lTare, Canteen 
has advanced te O5)d audoet deed asafa very 
hizh devel will eventually he reaeli eb as the 


sensom advances ‘The danger of buying heavily 
at current values is that tw che tine geeds arrive 
the Spring demand will have been catisfies, and 
weeshall then be under the shadeaw af anew cotten 
crop. Tt ig unlikely that the erage will lea poor 
ane two verre im sunecession, and after Chinese 
experience lant Vear, it-4« predate that dealers 
will cpercte on conservative lines. in face af the 
Viffiealt season before them. Sales ef \inericau 
Gooadsare reperted tehave been mide te foreisn 
Ittvers at prices -wlich compare favouribly with 
laving down cost if purchased freat New York 
Vhe Chinese will teas clad te eee the last af their 
year as foreigners were to see thee close af 1007 there 
Is Ne prospect of any trethle arneansest 
either therchaets oor banks, alth aapeh 
many ef them have sulted eeversly at ig net 
Hnprotable thet enferved liquidati n of their 
liabilities would have dieastrous ments on a gre ad 
many cases, but there are sigms of a change for 
the better and thease whe ean earry on hope that 
they will be abe ta mecaver lest around in the 
New Year. Grey Shirtings There las heen cery 
little in the way of wetual busimess during the 
inferwal onty a few lot. having chanwed bands on 


Serpette 
Chinese 


the basis of clearance after Ching New Your. 
The tome of the market ia. however, decidedly 
firia. tb fe Th We have net heard of any 


{ranstetions in these wetohts, 
slew the auetions tb fe Dib, — Values an: 
Hpres ting steadily but sedlere in mest 
prefer Co held an untel prices are nearer te replae- 
Ins cost Chain they ane at present. 


A steady tome was 
Cites 


Sales Thive 


conte tes er Heties in Pishead at (Th foes oun! 
Tien at Ths Qb7 4. Auetion prices fairly <teards 
Path. 26-in— AV Vitile inquiry frei Ssechiin has 


heen the only interesting feature of the week, 
Triees as ao role being well Vevomel the teas ef 
Tayers. Sete stall sales have, hewever, basen 
effected in Soldier MMM Vis) 4b corel 
Soldiers DDD at Ta. 845. Prices at auction 
Tnproved about five te eicht candareen . T'- 
Cloths and Jeane. — The arket) fer ‘Tf -Chaths 
Appears tebe very lifeless, but deans are mere in 
request anel we deer ef ao resale of foe pieces 
UMC at ‘Th. 70. anda small putreel of English 
Beaver 80 yvards at Tle 48000 A firmer tone was 
inanifest at the auctions, White Shirting 
fusiness has heen rather quict and we have not 
heard of any private sales. > Prices at auction 
wens very firm while here and then: advances on 
Vast week's prices were established, Drills and 
Sheetines.- Dealers from the Outports seem te 
have discontinuwel operations alrecly. but a 
certain amount oof lueiness of asters or less 
speculative nature has been transacted locally in 
PMC Drills. Diveband Fancy Cattong, ~The mar- 
ket ison litthe tirmmer, but as usual there has been 
ne business done heyond resales of ald stocks, 
Hlack cotten lasting at auctions went with their 
usual irmesulority, but oon the whole fiirly steady 
rates were quaintained. Turkey Reds showed a 
slight improvement, Wor-steds and Waoolleas.— 
These soods are steady to firm in tone, but we 
have net heanl ¢f anv private business. Yarn.— 
The market for all Spinnings i< firmer and sales 
have heen made on a fair scule at) improved 
prices; the Hombay market appears to be in an 
excited state and prices have heen advanced about 
Rs 3 per bale during the last few days. 
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Mesers. Noel, Murray & Co.'a Report on the 
Shanghai Piece Goods Trade, da Shanghai, 


22rd January, 1908, states :—The nesr approach of 
China New Yoar is making itself more and more 
felt, business being practically ata standstill now. 

The progpects certainly continue favourable for 
the future, as home shipments are almost unprece- 
dentedly low for this period of the year and stocks 
of ataple goods are abnormally high, under the 
cireumatances, The great trouble is the financial 
gituation in the Narth, where the market is 
flooded with a “depreciated copper coinage, and 
until that is remedied it will not he possible to 
put trade with the country people on a satisfactory 
footing again. The nropased reforms in the 
monetary syatein of the country seew as far off 
inception ag ever, and it is quite time the pro- 
crastination China has heen diaplaying over the 
fulfilment oof her Treuty obligttions, more 
particulirly in this ceapeect, should he brought 
forcihly to her natice. The Mackav Treaty of 
1902 for inatance, in which undoubtedly consider- 
able faith wae put hy Britich Firma trading here 

and preparations made to trade on the new and 
improved conditions that were expected to 
eventuate aaa matter of course, but with the 
exception of levying new and increased duties 
whatever his heen dene in tha way of 

facilitating Foreign trade. One of the chief 
stipulations in that Treaty was the thorough 

reforty of the men Cary «vsteur but nothing of a 
nature hae been done, excapt wild 

etp rieents an the old lines thet benefitted none 

Veut the proneaters and left) confusion worse 

confounded This ix decidedly the most unfavoar- 

We feature in) the future of the trade and muat 

‘lwiys leave a very lance margin of uncertainty. 
It vs certriniy an anomaly, thit is not verv 

comlttible te the Government of a country, that 

should exist in the 

af commedlities: hetween ona 
province and oancther The introduction of a 
Common coinage ie net iinportant as the 
inetitution of Banka under Government auspicies, 
all over the eaintey, with sufficient reserves of ai'- 
vortoomeet the commercial reqairenments and to 
handle drafts against merchandise consigned to 
different parta of the country on a amall com- 
Mpiasiean \t nresent it igexceedingly dificult to 
follew the haphazard system that is in vogue and 
which often commits valuable interests into most 
ineafee Channels Devrit sy the interval dealers in 
have heen entertained with the 
epectacde af a vaggeroug demand for Indian Cotton 
Yarn for Szechuen and the River Porta, but have 
only the hepe that it uray be the precursor of a 
wim lar demand for the woedein their Hine So 
for thers ix littl: sign of if There are no special 
advieex (eo hand, hut it would seem that Szechuen 
has struck preaperang tinex and a good epring 
lhuieiness inav he anticipated. From the appear- 
anee of clearances ather parta of the country 
ame not ae eager far woods The news from 
Manchester all points ta a very flrun market. 
Meanwhilecotten has <hown sane little excite 
iment. Mid American in’ Liverpool steadily 
ristnver until 2] wis «quoted vester-lay for epot, 
“faoures  heing GOGT  Teeday epot eames 6.61d. 
inl Exevptian @lido The inarket in not an atrong 
for further forward, and there are sellers but oo 
buversat 625d for March and April. The sudden 
deman-L far Varna, [ndian mare especially, cane 
quite ax a <urpria: to many interested in the 
true, and the more se hecause it appears to be 
for numediate conaumptive requirements. There 
ire coinplaints that inany eellers are not showing 
neh diseretion ino their trunsactiona, otherwise 
the usirket wonld have a much stronger appear- 
anes, Priced aeem to have risen beyond the reach 
af the Northern buyer. 
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euch enormous differences 
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HONGKONG QUOTATIONS, 


Hoxakawa, 28th January, 1908. 


Aprivet (0c cee nents $ 16 to— 
Pei eke. 0 ee odds oth ae Avec $ 16),, — 
| CRAKHIAD | Xda See ar Seufetede £4, Aeaeete ten $23 ,— 
| (i CO Gn nO AO ee mre $19 ,, 82 
i Catuphor $108,108 
| Cow Besoac . $110 =,,150 

Fenmel Seed 00 0 8c cee cence ees $ 7, 10 

Gakanyal 200 ee ce cee eee $2, 4 

Crepes 2 ee 2 cette eee $1n3,— 
p Rismig 0 ca eeeeeee ees $u.— 
pOHOe, iodhe4b. Gone: “EAs erste $ 24 , 2% 
i Qlihanum 2.000000 ok. cele eee we 8 2, 18 
| Oil Sandalwoeek 2 cic eeeeee eres $250 ,, 350 
! .) Rosa $ 50 ,, 150 

Cassia. hi gti’ gear nee $2400 , — 

Raising ae ay edd aweees $l. — 

Senna Leaves 2.20... ee .$ 7 ,, 10 

Sandalwend 2 oo. cee eee ec eee eee $79, 8) 

Saltpetre | oer woe 61 
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SHARE REPORTS. 


— 


HorakonG, 3ist January, 19°8,—The 
enguiry reported in our last has c mtinued, and 
with a searcily of sellers, the demand, which 
has bean well maintained, hag resulted in a firm 
market, and in an improvement of rates io 


many siocke, while wa have but few 
weaker rates to report. A fair number 
of shares have changed hinds, but the | 


fact of holders being reluctant to sell, looking 
for better prices after the Chines» New Year, 
bas to a very great extent curtailed a promising 
week's business. A feature of tha market bas 
been the small number of shares forced on the 
market; in fact, although forced rales are to be 
expected to a more or less extent at this 
season, the present hs been notable by t'eir 
absance, and one may fairly consider that such 
an exception is a good sign, ard ove which 
promises well for, at least, the immedinaia 
future, 

Banks.—Hongkong and Shanghais have 
ruled quiet with smal] sales in the early part of 
the week at 8710 (old) and &7:'5 (new); later 
small lofs were placed at S707) and 7a2h 
respectively, but the market closes a very steady 
one at tha former rates Nationals remain 
unchanged and without business. 


Martine Insurinces.-- Unio s have ben in j 


a good demand all the week, and only a few 
sbares hava been obtsinebla at S830, the market 
closing with buyers af probably a bigher rate. 
We have nothing further to report uuder this 
heading. 

Free Insurances. — Hong!:ongs have. 
changed bands at 833°, and clese 4rm af that 
rate. Chinas hava improved fo $8, after ales 
at. 95 and 96, after it became known that the 
directors recomm:nded a dividend and bonus 
of $8 

Suyrpprinag.—Hongkong, Carton and Macaos 
have been in demand during the week, and 
shares have changed hands to some extent at %1, 
the market closing with furtber buyers atid no 
sallers, This Company will pay a dividend of 
$14. and the forthcom'ng report is consider d to 
be a eatisfaciory one, China-Maril-s have 
now sellera at 15. We have nothing fur her 
to add under thie heediog. 

Rerinerigs,—China Sugars have been 
neglected during the week, and (he -eported 
demand has ceased. We have head of na salas, 
ani the market clogs with sellers at 109, 
Luzons have improved to 14, with buyers; buf 
shares at (hese low prices are scarce, pod halderx 
not inclined to part. 

Mrntna,— Raubs have fallen taSx with sellers 
and no aslesto report, Charbonuages are still 
in demand, bat no shares are fortheoming 
Chinese Engineerings are wented at 15, but. wa 
have no local business to report, the mirket 
being pretty well cleared of the stock, except 
of the shares in the bands of investors. 

Docks, WHARVE8 AND Gopowns —Hong- 
k ng and Whampoa Docks have ruled steady, 
and gales have been effected at YR aud 97, clas- 
ing steady at the latter rate. The Compiny 
arnounces tha’ if will pay a dividend of Sf por 
share for the half-year ended 3ist December. 
The report of the Company is not vat pnbl'sied 
aod figures are not known. Kowloan Wharves 
have found small buyers at 55 and 43 but the 
market. is a weak one at (ims of closing, New 
Amoy Docks remain unchanyed and with ut 
business. Shanghai Doc's, after :ul'ug quit 
dering tha early part of the week al 72, have 
improved {o 77 cash, with a demand ctoth for 
spot and forward. fHougkew Wharves, after 


sples at 211 in Shanghai, close rather better : 


at 212. 

Lanps, Horets & Boitnincs.— Hongkong 
Lands have improved considerably, and aftor 
sales at 100 com dividend of $3) paid on the 
29th inst, have been placed at S94 $10) and 
$101 ex dividend, closing steady at the last rate. 


West. Points are quoted a‘ $48 ex déy. of $2 ]0- 
Humphreys with en: 
unsatisiicd demaid at 10% cum div. of 70 cents | 


paid en the 29th inst. 


paid to-day, hav: been plaved at ](tex diy end 
close steady at tht rate. Hotels remaio in 


demand at 104 without bringing auy shares on | 


the market. 
Cotton MILs. — Ewos have declined in 
Shanghai to 56, while Internationals have im- 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT 


| int) 


f-~w 


Proved to 55 and Laon Kang Mows ta 


ongkougs remain unchanged aid withont ! the week en 


businass, 


are in sime di mand, and shares cenld be 
at 8] fo S17. 
gales, 


placed 
We have, ho vever, herd af no 
China Barneas h ve found faeher 

buyers af 104. and clase steady at that, Dairy 
| Farms, China Praviden‘s,and (.m-nts ha l 
| been pl :ced in fair ! 
' Providen’s at S44 
l the 29 b inst), 


Ve all 


cum div. of &1 pants paid ou 
Union Water Buats have hep 
dons at 10$, Watsons at lod, and Powell. at 85. 
Ropes have buyers at 24!, and [cex a-llersx at 
249 withont any business to report. 


Quotitions are aa fo'lows:— 


Cospany. Parn ce | Qveratians, 
Alhambra Pe. 200) Naminal 
Ranks— ( Pere 

bens 12%, e-5 
Hongkong & S‘hai... : me Sa 
ees 125 7 Dn, £7 
> En. £78 
National Boof China! £35) 
Rell’s Ashestes EA 12s. Gd. ST). buyers 
China-Bornes Ca... £12 S104, sales 
. ; (Slo) : 
China Light €& Poa. L gt sy 88, sellers 
China Provident fla set 
' Cotton Mills — ; 
' Ewo .. oo... FIs Bo The An 
Honekote Haacech. $la 210. sellers 
International 2... Vis TS 4 
Laou Kung Mow. UIs. loa pq. qe 
Soychee Vis Sa py. ote 
Dairy Farin Bye) sales 
Docks & Wharves — 
ot ee ; tho $24, old, sades 
MW. & K. Wharf & G _ C353, new. sales 
Ho & Wo Dock oo. . $50 S07 uyers 
H New Atnav Dock 867 810, sellers 
} Shanghai Deck and Verte loa pts = 
Eng. Co. Tal eee E 
| Shai & H Wharf. Ths. loo pre aie 
H Fenwick & Cax Cea... $25 Sit 
a. [gland Coment. .. $10 Syd) ste. © dy, 
| Hongkong & C Cas £10 2175, buyers 
| Henykone Electric . Slo sy ey 
Hongkone Hotel Ca, $500 S10g, Layers 
Hongkong Tea Ca... 825 s2us 
Hongkong Rape co Slo 82h. danyvers 
Insurances — 
Canton... 0. 0... $50 se yet) aellers 
1 China Fire 0. Sl seis 
Chinn Traders |... $25 341, buyers 
Hongkong Fire .... P50 S844, sales 
North China... ... ce eS 
Union... ee. Sig) gate, cides A bay, 
ec: S14 7 
| Yanertsze 2.0... pu ‘ eG 
Land and Buildings — 
| H'kong Land Invest Sloan ated 
| Humphrey's Estate SLO sda, buyers, vd, 
| Kowloon Land & 2B RBC $35. sellers 
Shanghai Land ..... Vis eT. Laz 
| Weetlomt budding Po TESS Sad. 
! Mining — 
Charhonnases ... 0 Bes faa S400, Taryess 
Rahs: .c.ete0325 IS 10 §8) selbers 
F (ens CLs Bs) 
| Peak Tranuways ' gto 
LChilippine Coo. Pla sel Muyo. 
| Refineries - 
» China Susan... Sta Si wld. 
+ Laizet Seer tr Stas SUR buyers 
D Steunship Companies 
China and Manila. $25 S14. <cdlears 
Douglas Steamist Sha su 
H., Canteat & MM. S140 $2) sales A bay 
pets 
Indo-China S.N GC. £5 c 


Shell Transport Cu a} tt 
Stur Verry 0.00. Slo grb 
lho. New mee $4 $12; 
! Seuth China M. Pest. gua gue 
Stes Laundry Co $2.0 Sti, sellers 
1 Stores € Dispensarics 
Campbell, M & $10 817, hayers 


Powell & Cio) Win 
Watlins : 
Wats n &Ce AOS 
United Astentin 
Do, Founders 
Union Waterteat Co, 


Slo $5, bayer: 
fla $2h. buyers 
$10 Bray, wales 
$b sda. huyers 
Sa S154, buyers 
$l $115, sales & wl 


VERNON & SMYTH, Brokers. 
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Moeaars. J. P. Bisset & Co.'s Share Re 


* following :— The feature of the week ander review 
MISCELLANEOUS. — Campbell ani Moors 


has teen a Sharp rise in Maatschappij, &c., in 
Langkat shares, but on the whole there has not 
been very tnuch business put through. The T.T, 
on London to-day is 2A}, Banks.—Hongkon 

and Shanchai Banks. Old shares have ahaneed 
hands at $780 exchange 73. The rates remain 


2 mings ar re # $725 a 
Naat “qnetation (hina tminally at $780 and 8725 for the old and new 


aerip. Insurance, -A sale of Yanytsze Insurance 
old shares ix reported at $1474, but at the close 
we quate the old and new at $150 and $140 
respectively. Shipping.--Indos. A small lot hag 
changed hands at Tla. 30 for the preferred and 
Ts 20 for the deferred sharea for March delivery, 
Docks & Wharves.—A sinall lot of shares changed 
hands at Tle 72) and Tls. 72 ex dividend for 
each, Far March a aale is reported at Ts. 74 ex 
dividend Shanghai and Hongkow Wharves, 
We have not had a very active market this week 
and rates remain juat about the «ame, viz., Ts, 
212! te Ths. 2145 for cash, Tls. 218 to Ts. 220 
March, and Ths 218 te Tis. 220 for June. Sugar 
and Mining Cos.—No business reported. Lands, 
—Shanghai Land shares have teen in demand 
all thea week at Ts. lut without flading buyers, 
Ne otber business reported. Industrial,—Cottons, 
There is ne husiness reported this week and rates 
remouinas before Shanghai Gas Co, shares have 
been dealt iumat: Tis. 114, Vhs. ll and Tle, 113. 
Majer Bros. Offers are wanted for these ahares, 
Shanghai Pee Sliires \ wile ix reported at Tis, 
18. China Fleurs. Shares have cl anged hands 
at Tle. Sd. ane Pls. St for Miueh Maatachappij, 
Acin Tanekets. We have te report an excited 
and streny mitrket since ete last. On the 1th 
asabe wasnede at Tle. 877) for Mareh. On the 
Ith this rate dapraved te Th 880 and Tle. 3024 
for June. On the whet a streny demand set in 
and cash shares were inquired for at Tis. 375 and 
Mirch at Ts 8-5. Ne shares were forthcoming 
and the neat busines3 dene was at Ta. 3935 for 
Marelli. Yesterday a further etreny demand set 
inand the market closedat ‘Ty. foufer March and 
Tie. flo for Jaime There were ne transactions 
tht heard of in cash xtare<. Shanghai 
Sunmatea Polatece Co. slightly declined ta Tla, 125 
eashaned Tle. P26 Merch sellers. Miscellaneous, 
--Shanghoa Mutush Telephones have changed 
handgat ‘Tl. to Poin. Astor Hinse seven per 
cent. debentares Lave been plac-d at par. 
Municipalsre pereent Debentures ive changed 
hana at Py]. cnt, 


Wee 


EXCHANGE. 


SaTcuRDAY, J. uua'y 31st 


On Loxvov.—Telegrapbic Transfer,,.1/10} 
Bank Billa. on demand ... ....... Lota 
Bank Bills. at 30 days’ sight... ..... 110 
Bink Bills at # months’ sight ..... 1/tt,s 
Credits, at # months’ sight vat 
Documentary Bills. dmoith< sight 1/11 

Ox Pieris —Bank Bills, on demand...... 236 
Credits t monthe sigh€ 2.0... 0... 245 

On GerMany Ondemand ........... 194) 

On New York.— Bank Hills, codemand (64 
Credits, 60 daya’ sight: (00. a 474 

Ox Bonney  ‘Selegraphic Teunsfer ...142 
Bank, on demand ide. algae neces ge lee 

Ox Catcu:ta.—Telegraphic Trausfer 1424 

* Baok cu demand a es 143} 

On Suane car —Bauk,. at sight oo... 74h 

i Privat: 30 days sight . 754 
Oy Yokeotama.—On Jomand. .......... 92 
On Mantua.—On demand .... 2... 93} 

(ON Stxnavpore,—On “omand....., 22 p.o. pm 

Ow Baravia  Ondemant... .114 

ON Tarrite Na — lu demand ........ 4} p.c. pm 

Ov Sarcan -Ou demaid o..... 44 p.c. pm 

Ox Binacok. Ondemantl oo. 2.....00.. 793 

Sovervigys, Vank’« Brying Rite $10.35 

GoLp Geer, 1 fas, per taal oo. $54.65 

By Steve. perog 2 e ceeeee eed ly 


PREfGUTS 

Frei Pankow per Conference Steamers,—To 
Loudon and Nerthern Continental ports 45/- per 
ten of be. ft. plus river fecight. To Genoa, 
MarnecHes or Haver “Ve + per ten af Cec. ft. plus 
river frencht. “le New York. ovia Suez) General 
Cange Soe per ten of We. ft plus river freight. 
Te New York (via Sue cd, Tea 27 6 per ton of 4%. 
ft. pias river frevcht Tu New York (Overland) 
pec carla! Tea te $2) cents per Ib gross; less 


than carlotd fea Gi. $1} cente per th gross plas 


Tso Shanghai -—Tea and General 
Pete PO per ton weight or 


river freight. 
Carge. Tle, 
w-agurement. 
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TONNAGE. 


Honoxona, 24th January.—The volume of 
business transacted during e period under 
review is larger than that of the preceding fort- 
night, and rates are firmer all round. From Saigon 
to Hongkong, 2 steamers have been taken up for 
5 consecutive trips at 17 cents and 16 cents respec 
tively and for single trips 13 cents is offering for 
prompt and 14 cents for loading after China New 
Year; to Philippines, 23 cents for prompt and 
26/27 cents have beea paid f.r middle February 
loading; to North Coast Java, 3 cargoes booken 
at 23 cents and 1 at 24 cents, and 24) cents offer- 
ing ; to Shanghai. 30 cents per picul has been 
paid. From Tairen to Canton, one fixture at 19 
cents per picul. Coal fre.ghts are firm. From 
Moji tou Hongkong. $1.46 per ton last; to Singa- 

re, $1.60; to Swatow, $1.40; to Canton, $1.90. 
From Haiphong to Swatow, $1.60; to Canton, 
$1.60; to Hongkong, $1.25. From Hongay ta 
Canton, $1.70; to Hongkong, $1.40. ‘Time char- 
ters. Several have been put through for Saigon 
trade. Tha folfowing ure the ecttlements ;— 

Fausang—British steamer, 1,410 tons, Moji to 
Swatow, $1.40 per ton. 

Tingsang—Briti h steumer, 1.045 tons, Waka- 
matsu to Cinton, $1.00 per ton. 

Paoting—British steamer, 1,078 tons, Honpay 
to Canton, $1.30 per ton. 

Michael Jebsen— Gerwan steamer, 951 tone, Late 
Laut to Hungkong, $2 25 per ton. 

. Providence — Norwegian steumer, 693 tons, Lule 
-Laut to Kohsichang, $2.0) per ton. 

Waishing—British rteamer, 1,169 tons, Tairen 
to Canton, 19 cents per picul. 

Mandal—\ orwegian ste uner, 1,193 tuna, 5 trips 
Saigon to Hongkong or (anton, 16/19 cents per 
picul 

An Indo Chiua S. Nav. Co,’s steamer, 5 tripe 
Saigon to Hongkocg, 17 ce t*, Canton 19 cents 
per picul. 

Frithjof—Norwegian steamer, 80] tous, Saigon 
to Hongkong, 13 cents per picul. 

Pheumpenh—Britieh xteawer, 1,06 tons; Saigon 
to Hongkong 13 cents jer picul. : 

Taiwan—British steamer, 1,042 tons, Saizon ta 
Hongkong, 13 cents per picul. 

hoawf—German steamer, 1,054 tens, Saigon 
t) cnghong, C13 cents per picul. 
Laertes— British steamer, 1,517 tons, Saigen to 
Hongkong, 13} cents per picul. 7 

Linon—British steamer, 1,352 tons, Saiyen to 
Hongkong, 14 cents per picul. 

Clara Jebeen~—German steamer, 1,103) (ome, 
Saigon to 1 port North Ccast Java, 24 ceuts per 
pical. : 

Michael Jebsen—Gertuan sfeaincr, 951 tons, 
Saigon to 1 port North Coxs’ Java, 23 cents per 
picul. 


Ragnar — Norwegian steamer, 1220 tons, Saigen | 


to 1 port North Coast Java, 24 cent- por picul 
Dagny—Norwegian steamer, SK? (ons, Saigon 
to 1 port Philippines, 23 cents per picul. 
Ulv - Norwegian steamer, 884 tons, Saiven ta | 
port Philippines (prompt) (25,000), 23 cents per 


picul. 
Dagny or substitute steamer, 8&2 tons, Saigon 


to 1 port Philippines (25,000), 28 cents per picul. 

Amoy—German steamer, 732 to's, Saigon to 1 
port Philippines, 27 cents per picul. 

A China Nav. Co.’s steamier, Saigon to Shanghai. 
80 cents per picul. 

Nord—Norwegian steamer, 730 tons, monthly, 
83 months, at §3,750 per month. 

Fri—Norwegian steamer, 659 tons, monthly, 8 
monthg, at $4,500 per month, 

Hilary—German steamer, 1,276 tons, monthly, 
4 months, at $5,750 per month. 

Standard—Norwegian steamer, 80+ 
monthly,5 months, at $5,150 per month. 


tons 


‘* 
SHIPPING. 
ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES SINCE 1.A8T 
MalIL. 
Japuary— ARRIVALS. 


28, Taishan, British str., from Saigon. 

24, Choysang, British str, from Shanghai. 
24, Rhenania, German str., from Singapore. 
24, Tean, British str., frum Manila. 

94, Vorwaerts, German str., from Pakboi 
24, Wingeang, British str.. from Haiphong. 
25, Antenor, Britieh str.. from Singapore. 
25, Fooksang, British str., from Moji. 

25, Hailan, French str., from Pakhoi. 

25, Hupeh, British str., from Haiphong. 
25, Kashing, British str., from Sbaugbai. 
25, Ningohow, Britizh str., from Liverpool. 
25, Numantis, German str, from Portland. 
25, Pronto, Norwegian str., from Saigon. 
25, fanuki Maru, Japanese str., from London. 
25, Signal, German str., from Hoibow. 
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"24, Mandasan M., Jap. # 


25, Taki Maru, Japanese str.. from Kobe. 

25, Tjiliwong, Dutch str., from Macassar. 

96, Ambris, German str., from Manila. 

26, Ariske Maran Japanese str., from Moji. 

26, Haimun, British str. from Coast Ports. l 

96, Helene, German str., from Swatow. 

26, Oanfa, British str., from Tacoma. 

26, Paklat, German str., from Bangkok. 

96, Priam, British str, from Shanghai 

26, Prometheus, Norw. str., from Bangkok. 

26, Proteus, Norwegian s(r., from Awalow. 

26, Shinano Maru, Jap. str., from Seattle. 

96, Taintau, German etr., from Bangkok. 

27, C. Diedarichsen, Gar. atr., from Haiphong. 

27, Fukura Maru, Japanese str., from Mvji. 

27, Hongkong, French str., from Haiphong. ' 

27. Hue, French atr., from K. C. Wan. | 

27, Rabi, British str, from Manila, 

27. Slavonia, German str.. from Singapore. 

«7, Soshu Maru, Jap. str., from Shanghai. 

27, Tingsang, British s‘r., from Wakamatsu. 

27, Vandalia, German str., fram Shanghai. 

27, Zieteo, German str., from Yokohama, 

28, Chingtu, British str., from Kob.. 

28. Habsburg, German sir., from Yokobama. 

24) Kobkffchang, German str.. from Bangkok. : 

“8, Loongsang, British str., from Manila. 

22, Meefoo, Chinese afr., from Shanghai. 

28 Socotra, Rrifish str, from Loudon. 

28, Sunda, Hritish sfr., from Yokobama 

24, Cbeapgchew, British ste. from Penang. 

29, Chipshine, British str, irein 3 cater, 

29, Daiju Maru, Jap. sir.. from Tamsui. 

29. Haiching, British str , from Coast Ports. 

29, Ku-ichow, British str.. frem Haiphong. 

29, Kweisang, Brilish str., from Hoihow. 

29 Linan. British sfr., from Saigon. 

29. Mausing, Br'tish s(r, from Sandakan. 

29, Vorwaerts. Garman sir.. from Swatow. 

3, Astyanox, British str., from Sbhanchai. 

80, Auchenblae, Brit. afr., from Port Kembla. 

30, Haimon, British str, from Swatow. 

30, Moyeri Maru, Jap str., from Singapore. 

30, Triumph. Germa: atr, from Haipbong. 

DKPARTURES. 

24, America M., Jap. str., for San Francisco 

24, Chivucn, Chinese str, for Shanghai. 

2b, Kiukiang, British ste, for Shangbai. 

<4. Kumamoto Mara, Jap, a'r., for Anping. 
r., for Kucbino‘s 1. 

24, Marie, German str., for Saigon. 

24, Mor.x, Brilish str., for Shanghai. 

24, Nikko Meru, Japanese str., for Manila. 

4 Peninsular, British str., for Shanghai. 

24, Progress, Norwegian ttr., for Saudakan. 

“4, Fzochoen, Brifish afr, for Amoy. 

24 Yetorofu Marn, Jap. str, for Singapore. 

24. Yuaneang, British str., for Manila. 

25, *rerdia, Brificsh s(r., for Europe, Xo. 

25, Childar, Norwegian str., f r Swatow. 

'5, Fmpire, British s(r.. for Sydoev. 

’5, On-ang, British str, for Singapore. 

25 Ovid, Vritish str.. for Bangkok. 

25, Samgen German atr., for Swatow 

25, Taiwan, British str., for Saigon. | 

25, Ulv, Norwegian str.. for Saigon. 

25, Wingsang, British str., for Shanghai. 

25, Zafiro. British str., for Maaila. l 

26, Anghin German str., for Nwatow. 

26, Antenor, British s(r., for Shanghai. 

26, Cheongsbing, British atr., for Tsiogtau. 

26, Derwent. British etr., for Saigon. 

96, Haitan, British a'r, for Switow. 

26, Hap-h, British ¢tr., for Boihow 

26, Joshin Maru Japanes str., for Swatow. 

“6, Mathil'e, German etr., for Hoihow. 

26, Sanuki Maru, Japanese str., for Kube. | 

26. Tjiliwong, Datob str.. for Yokohama. 

26. Vorwaerts, German str., for Fwatow. 

26. Yirgcheow, Briti-h str., for Staogbai. 

27, Niogcebow, Britixb atr. for Tacoma. 

27, Taishun, Chines+ str , for Shanghai, 

28, Ambria, German atr., for Tsiugtau. 

28. Fooksang, British str., for Singapore. 

2, Haimuo, British str, for Swatow. 

28, Hailin, Frenoh str., for Hoihow. 

28, Helene, German str. for Toarane. 

28, Jeseric, British str., for Singapore. 

°8 Pitsaunlok, German str, for Bangkok 

25, Priam, British str, for Singapere. 

28 Rhenania, German str., for Shanghai. 

“8, Signal, German str., for Swatow. 

9%, Teac, Brilish str, for Manila. 

29, Ariake Maro, Jap str, for Svarabays. 

29, (. Diederichsen, Ger. str.. for Hoihow 

29, Cnoysang, British str., for Swatow. 

29, Habsbarg, German str., for Singapore. 

99, Hue, French str, for Kwang Chow Wan. 


re 


ED 


Mrs F. W. Stephens, Misses M. 
an! M. Rollins, Messrs. E.O. Bok, and J.T. U, 


children, 
Dr, George Patara Caldwell, Mesera. K. Austin, 
H Watson, and H. W. Limberg; for Kobe, 
Messrs, Gaknicli Kono, Y. Hayashi aod R. 
| Ichikawa; for Yokohams, Capt Y. Misntani, 
| Mesara. T. Aizaws, T. Katori, 8. Mu‘o and T. 


(February Srd, 1908. 


29, Luchow, British str., for Shanghai. 

29, Monteagle, British str., for Vanoouver. 
29 Slavonia, German etr., for Shanghai. 
29, Soshu Maru, Japanese str., for Swatow. 
29, Sunda, British str., for Singapore. 

£9. Vandalia, German atr., for Singapore. 
29 Zisten, German str. for Europs, &o. 
30, Cheangohow, British str., for Amoy. 
3), Fakura Maru, Japanese str., for Moji. 
30, Haiching, Britiah str., for Swatow. 

30, Hongkong, French atr., for Haiphong. 
29. Kasbing, British str., for Saicon. 

30, Oanfa, British str., for Sourabaya. 

30, Socotra, British str., for Yokohama. 

30, Taki Maru. Jap vnese str., for Rangoon. 
30, Wahu, British str. for Shanghai. 


PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED. 
Per Choysang, from Shanghai, &o., Meesrs. 


A. Vandalet, and D. Sutherland, 


, £0., Mrand 
, Stephens, 


Per Shinano Maru, from Seat 


Mackenzie. 

Per Sanuki Muru, from London, &o., for 
Hongkoog, Mr and Mrs Charles Hunt and 2 
Mrs Kasbi Lim and 4 ohildren, 


" Kamai. 
l Poe Fmpire, for Australia via Porte, 
De. avd Mrs Palba, Mrs Hope, Mrs 


Morrison, Miss Mensieer, Miss F. Plowright, 
Captsin da Roza, Captain Geo. F. Morrison, 
Meserr, A. E. Douglas, W. Peel, M. de 
Eocarnacic, M. Siguaire, J. Conciarsoao, A. J. 
Hawkins, M. Monriquee, F. Dias Mo, A. J. 


Duarte, J. O. Sand-rsor, C. T. Hicks, Geo, 


Innes, aod F. 8. Garvin. 


Per Zieten, for Hongkong. from Yckobamea, 


Mr BR. Pope; from Kobe, Mr aod Mrs E. R. 
Jankins, Merere. W. Durrio, George Lee, James 
Oliver, A. Rodrigu s, 


FE. Pauta, aod F. J. 
Beochin; from Ehangbai, Mrs Harder and obild, 
Mrs R. Singer. Mi-s Maraball, Miss Mao- 
Gregor Smith, Meears G. Jobnstone snd boy, 
Sobulis. EB. A. H. Wiliams, A. Waaserfall, K. 


E. Kodoorie and boy, F. A. Haga and boy, A. 


L. Stein, George Dallas. Harvey, W. Kauabn, 
Pater Gilardi, F. Shrem, Albert Michael, Hi. 
Bundy, H. F. Hunter, C. G. Saill, & BE. Venelli. 


DBPARTED. 


Por Moateagle, for Vancouver, &o., Mr and 
Mrs Ortoa. Mrand Mrs Dessy, Itev. and Mrs 
Hipwell, Mr and Mira Chandler, Miss and 
Master Dosey, Mrs Doteg, Mies Doyle, Miss 
Young, Dr. Iaabelly Mack, Dr. Marriott, 


' Mocare, Sears, W. A. Barrell, J. Canavaro, A. 


Chofae, L. Wigelia, W. P. Moyes, 8 MeoVey, 
4.G. Johnson, Jas. Boyd, and G. B. Thompenn. 

Per Zieten, for Hambarg, &c.. Mr and Mrs 
Adams. Mrand Mra Flammiog, Mr aod Mre 
Hodge, Mr and Mra da Luca, Mr and Mrs 
Roediger, Mrand Mrs Clifton Robinson, Mr 
and Mrs Smith, Me and Mrs J. C. van Boon, 
Mrand Mrs Shaff:, Mr and Mre Stegall, Mr 
and Mra Schroemg-ns. Mr and Mrs Charles 
Thwiog, Mrand Mrs Wright, Capt. and Mre 
Grubbe, Sub Lieut. and Mea Heinrich, Mrs 
Hoffmann and SdaughtoraeM re Weary Taylor, 
Misses M. Barkeley, J Bennighoff, A. Jalla 
Benuighoff. G. Fr. Rennighoff, Curry, Commia, 
8. Foulio, Gearon, Mary Gaorz, Ethel Howard, 
Loader. Shire, Stevenson, 1d Tabberer Capt. 
C. R. Reynolds, Rev. Fletter, Rev. Wilson, 
Conaul F. A. Krull, Biron de Geer, Mesers. 
Ing. Beckema, A. Dates, Le Comt+ Cahen 
d'Anvers, E. C. Cleeland, L D. Freneb, N. 
Fascilic, A. Fries, Robert German, ; 
Hentschel, J. F. Ingram. R. Iarvis, Hatsa 
leaaki, Inata, W. R Kemp, F. L. Kleei, Joba 
Kime, Erust Kistenmacher, Sorgo Kawoncha, 
Kitachi, H. Lohmann, M. Mollinari, Pater 
Marcellino, Nau-r, Nakagawa, Toko Nage 
Omeja Radserma, Schoofer and boy, G. 8. 
Seuford, V. Varchmio, L Wolf, J. EB. Wallace, 
and H F Zolleukep’. 


Printed and publi-bed by Baaraam Acousrus 
Haig, for the Concerned, at 10a. Des Vaux 
Road Central, City of Victoria, Hongkong, 
London ( fice 131, Fleet Street, B.C. 


